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Sociology of Sport and Social Theory presents current research perspectives from
major sport scholars and leading sociologists regarding issues germane to the
sociology of sport. Each chapter of this resource explains historical and
contemporary social theories and applies these theories to current topics in sport,
such as performance-enhancing drugs, gender, race and identity issues, and the
role of religion in sport.

Sociology of Sport and Social Theory introduces readers to the historical and
theoretical underpinnings of social theory, how sport studies have incorporated or
diverged from these theories, and how the application of various sociological
lenses to sport contexts may converge for future research. Merging the fields of
sport studies and sociology, the text provides readers with

• a fresh view on how prominent social issues may be applied to exciting issues
in sport;

• an opportunity to analyze engaging topics in sport, including Tiger Woods’
dominance, the costs of building stadiums, and NCAA institutional logic; and

• an accessible presentation of seemingly complex theories from scholars with
backgrounds in sociology and sport studies.

Structured in four parts, this text expands discussion beyond theoretical
paradigms typically employed by sport sociologists to consider traditional
theories (conflict theory and structural functionalism) and contemporary
sociological theories (feminist theory, social capital theory, and relational theory)
and their application in sport contexts. Each chapter begins with a theory
overview and concludes with suggestions for future research and an annotated
list of additional resources.

In part I of the text, readers will encounter a Weberian analysis of sport, learn
how Mills’ theory of the sociological imagination provides a lens through which
an athlete-author can analyze athletic events, and read a discussion of Elias’
figurational theory as applied to issues of hooliganism in soccer. Mid-level
sociological theories, which provide a moderate convergence of theory and
empirical research, are the focus in part II of the text. Chapters in part III address
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sport-related issues of gender, race, ethnicity, and social class using the
contemporary sociological views of feminist theory, social reproduction theory,
hegemonic masculinity theory, and structuration theory. Part IV considers issues
of power, personality, citizenship, and dominance in sport.

Sociology of Sport and Social Theory addresses a range of topics at the forefront
of both scholarly and public discourse and provides readers the opportunity to
consider these issues in light of traditional and contemporary sociological
theories. With its broad range of perspectives and analyses, Sociology of Sport
and Social Theory illustrates for students, sport scholars, and social scientists
how sociological theory can provide a suitable framework for understanding
patterns that exist in the world of sport.



Sociology of Sport and Social Theory presents current research perspectives from major sport scholars and
leading sociologists regarding issues germane to the sociology of sport. Each chapter of this resource
explains historical and contemporary social theories and applies these theories to current topics in sport, such
as performance-enhancing drugs, gender, race and identity issues, and the role of religion in sport.

Sociology of Sport and Social Theory introduces readers to the historical and theoretical underpinnings of
social theory, how sport studies have incorporated or diverged from these theories, and how the application
of various sociological lenses to sport contexts may converge for future research. Merging the fields of sport
studies and sociology, the text provides readers with

• a fresh view on how prominent social issues may be applied to exciting issues in sport;

• an opportunity to analyze engaging topics in sport, including Tiger Woods’ dominance, the costs of
building stadiums, and NCAA institutional logic; and

• an accessible presentation of seemingly complex theories from scholars with backgrounds in sociology and
sport studies.

Structured in four parts, this text expands discussion beyond theoretical paradigms typically employed by
sport sociologists to consider traditional theories (conflict theory and structural functionalism) and
contemporary sociological theories (feminist theory, social capital theory, and relational theory) and their
application in sport contexts. Each chapter begins with a theory overview and concludes with suggestions for
future research and an annotated list of additional resources.

In part I of the text, readers will encounter a Weberian analysis of sport, learn how Mills’ theory of the
sociological imagination provides a lens through which an athlete-author can analyze athletic events, and
read a discussion of Elias’ figurational theory as applied to issues of hooliganism in soccer. Mid-level
sociological theories, which provide a moderate convergence of theory and empirical research, are the focus
in part II of the text. Chapters in part III address sport-related issues of gender, race, ethnicity, and social
class using the contemporary sociological views of feminist theory, social reproduction theory, hegemonic
masculinity theory, and structuration theory. Part IV considers issues of power, personality, citizenship, and
dominance in sport.

Sociology of Sport and Social Theory addresses a range of topics at the forefront of both scholarly and public
discourse and provides readers the opportunity to consider these issues in light of traditional and
contemporary sociological theories. With its broad range of perspectives and analyses, Sociology of Sport
and Social Theory illustrates for students, sport scholars, and social scientists how sociological theory can
provide a suitable framework for understanding patterns that exist in the world of sport.



Download and Read Free Online Sociology of Sport and Social Theory By Earl Smith

Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joanna Weekley:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have extra time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to
answer that question due to the fact just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on
every person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific Sociology
of Sport and Social Theory to read.

Tammy Lugo:

The book untitled Sociology of Sport and Social Theory contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer
explains your ex idea with easy means. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not
worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by famous author. The author gives you in the new
time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or
program, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the
e-book, you can start their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice learn.

Corinna Edwards:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do
is just spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the books in
the top collection in your reading list is usually Sociology of Sport and Social Theory. This book which can
be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking up and
review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Paul Kennedy:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book Sociology of Sport and Social
Theory to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading expertise is developing when
you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about
book and examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to start a book and go through it. Beside
that the guide Sociology of Sport and Social Theory can to be your friend when you're experience alone and



confuse using what must you're doing of the time.
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