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Part of The World in a Life series, this brief, inexpensive text provides insight
into the life of Margaret Thatcher. The second daughter of a provincial grocer,
Margaret Roberts Thatcher was not born to privilege or power. She was not an
original thinker; few of her teachers regarded her as particularly clever. What she
did possess, however, was a remarkable physical constitution (she needed little
sleep and was never ill), a phenomenal capacity for hard work, and a resolute
ideological certainty alloyed with political adaptability and a populist sensibility.
As one of the central founders of New Conservatism, Thatcher fought to shatter
the post-World War II political consensus, the mainstream agreement that the
central state must regulate national economic and social life in order to ensure
full employment and the citizen's welfare from cradle to grave. Thatcher came of
age when the postwar consensus was at its strongest. By the time she walked
onto the world stage as leader of Britain's Conservative Party in 1975, however,
the ideals of social citizenship forged in the tumult of World War II had begun to
break down under the pressure of economic crisis. The resulting political
confusion gave Thatcher the chance she needed. As prime minister of Britain
from 1979 to 1990, she initiated the move of vast areas of the economy from
public or state control to private ownership. More generally, Thatcherism both
fed and fed upon a growing skepticism about state activism and governmental
power--although, paradoxically, under Thatcher's guidance the power of Britain's
central state grew, in some areas enormously.

We live in a global age where big concepts like "globalization" often tempt us to
forget the personal side of the past. The titles in The World in a Life series aim
to revive these meaningful lives. Each one shows us what it was like to live on a
world historical stage. Brief, inexpensive, and thematic, each book can be read in
a week, fit within a wide range of curricula, and shed insight into a particular
place or time. Four to six short primary sources at the end of each volume
sharpen the reader's view of an individual's impact on world history.
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Part of The World in a Life series, this brief, inexpensive text provides insight into the life of Margaret
Thatcher. The second daughter of a provincial grocer, Margaret Roberts Thatcher was not born to privilege
or power. She was not an original thinker; few of her teachers regarded her as particularly clever. What she
did possess, however, was a remarkable physical constitution (she needed little sleep and was never ill), a
phenomenal capacity for hard work, and a resolute ideological certainty alloyed with political adaptability
and a populist sensibility. As one of the central founders of New Conservatism, Thatcher fought to shatter
the post-World War II political consensus, the mainstream agreement that the central state must regulate
national economic and social life in order to ensure full employment and the citizen's welfare from cradle to
grave. Thatcher came of age when the postwar consensus was at its strongest. By the time she walked onto
the world stage as leader of Britain's Conservative Party in 1975, however, the ideals of social citizenship
forged in the tumult of World War II had begun to break down under the pressure of economic crisis. The
resulting political confusion gave Thatcher the chance she needed. As prime minister of Britain from 1979 to
1990, she initiated the move of vast areas of the economy from public or state control to private ownership.
More generally, Thatcherism both fed and fed upon a growing skepticism about state activism and
governmental power--although, paradoxically, under Thatcher's guidance the power of Britain's central state
grew, in some areas enormously.

We live in a global age where big concepts like "globalization" often tempt us to forget the personal side of
the past. The titles in The World in a Life series aim to revive these meaningful lives. Each one shows us
what it was like to live on a world historical stage. Brief, inexpensive, and thematic, each book can be read in
a week, fit within a wide range of curricula, and shed insight into a particular place or time. Four to six short
primary sources at the end of each volume sharpen the reader's view of an individual's impact on world
history.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Veldman's prose is engaging for students, but her analysis avoids superficiality and over-simplicity. I will
add this book to the required list of readings for my European history courses."--Amy Whipple, Xavier
University

About the Author

Meredith Veldman is Associate Professor of History at Louisiana State University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jessica Lantigua:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Margaret Thatcher: Shaping the New
Conservatism (The World in a Life Series) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of
book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to find
best book or acceptable book with you?

Philip Raber:

The knowledge that you get from Margaret Thatcher: Shaping the New Conservatism (The World in a Life
Series) will be the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside the words the more you get
considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Margaret Thatcher: Shaping
the New Conservatism (The World in a Life Series) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys
their point in selected way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the idea because the author
of this guide is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well.
Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
propose you for having this particular Margaret Thatcher: Shaping the New Conservatism (The World in a
Life Series) instantly.



Stephanie Landa:

This Margaret Thatcher: Shaping the New Conservatism (The World in a Life Series) tend to be reliable for
you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The explanation of this Margaret Thatcher:
Shaping the New Conservatism (The World in a Life Series) can be one of the great books you must have
will be giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you with information that perhaps
will shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and
whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Margaret Thatcher: Shaping
the New Conservatism (The World in a Life Series) forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's have
it and revel in reading.

Jasper Parsons:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you
read this Margaret Thatcher: Shaping the New Conservatism (The World in a Life Series), you may tells
your family, friends and also soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them
reading a reserve.
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