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In this, the first of two volumes collecting all his woodcut novels, The Library of
America brings together Lynd Ward’s earliest books, published when the artist
was still in his twenties. Gods’ Man (1929), the audaciously ambitious work that
made Ward’s reputation, is a modern morality play, an allegory of the deadly
bargain a striving young artist often makes with life. Madman’s Drum (1930), a
multigenerational saga worthy of Faulkner, traces the legacy of violence haunting
a family whose stock in trade is human souls. Wild Pilgrimage (1932), perhaps
the most accomplished of these early books, is a study in the brutalization of an
American factory worker whose heart can still respond to beauty but whose mind
is twisted in rage against the system and its shackles.

The images reproduced in this volume are taken from prints pulled from the
original woodblocks or first-generation electrotypes. Ward’s novels are
presented, for the first time since the 1930s, in the format that the artist intended,
one image per right-hand page, and are followed by five essays in which he
discusses the technical challenges of his craft. Art Spiegelman contributes an
introductory essay, “Reading Pictures,” that defines Ward’s towering
achievement in that most demanding of graphic-story forms, the wordless novel
in woodcuts.
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In this, the first of two volumes collecting all his woodcut novels, The Library of America brings together
Lynd Ward’s earliest books, published when the artist was still in his twenties. Gods’ Man (1929), the
audaciously ambitious work that made Ward’s reputation, is a modern morality play, an allegory of the
deadly bargain a striving young artist often makes with life. Madman’s Drum (1930), a multigenerational
saga worthy of Faulkner, traces the legacy of violence haunting a family whose stock in trade is human
souls. Wild Pilgrimage (1932), perhaps the most accomplished of these early books, is a study in the
brutalization of an American factory worker whose heart can still respond to beauty but whose mind is
twisted in rage against the system and its shackles.

The images reproduced in this volume are taken from prints pulled from the original woodblocks or first-
generation electrotypes. Ward’s novels are presented, for the first time since the 1930s, in the format that the
artist intended, one image per right-hand page, and are followed by five essays in which he discusses the
technical challenges of his craft. Art Spiegelman contributes an introductory essay, “Reading Pictures,” that
defines Ward’s towering achievement in that most demanding of graphic-story forms, the wordless novel in
woodcuts.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Lynd Ward was born in 1905 in Chicago, Illinois. He is the author of six novels in woodcuts and three
picture books for children, and the illustrator of some two hundred other books. Storyteller Without Words,
an autobiographical monograph on his work in wood engraving, was published in 1974. He died in 1985.

Art Spiegelman, volume editor, is the author of the Pulitzer Prize–winning graphic memoir Maus: A
Survivor’s Tale and Breakdowns: Portrait of the Artist as a Young %@&*!, among many other works.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gary Gonzales:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult
problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably you will want this Lynd Ward: Gods' Man, Madman's Drum,
Wild Pilgrimage.

Eric Alaniz:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the guide untitled Lynd Ward: Gods' Man, Madman's Drum, Wild Pilgrimage
can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Faye Michaels:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its include
may doesn't work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually Lynd Ward: Gods' Man, Madman's Drum, Wild
Pilgrimage why because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.



David Mathews:

Beside this particular Lynd Ward: Gods' Man, Madman's Drum, Wild Pilgrimage in your phone, it could
give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you
are going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old people live in
narrow small town. It is good thing to have Lynd Ward: Gods' Man, Madman's Drum, Wild Pilgrimage
because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you
would not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in your hand. The
Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from at this point!
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