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Must we put passions aside when we deliberate about justice? Can we do so? The
dominant views of deliberation rightly emphasize the importance of impartiality
as a cornerstone of fair decision making, but they wrongly assume that
impartiality means being disengaged and passionless. In Civil Passions, Sharon
Krause argues that moral and political deliberation must incorporate passions,
even as she insists on the value of impartiality. Drawing on resources ranging
from Hume's theory of moral sentiment to recent findings in neuroscience, Civil
Passions breaks new ground by providing a systematic account of how passions
can generate an impartial standpoint that yields binding and compelling
conclusionsin palitics. Krause shows that the path to genuinely impartial justice
in the public sphere--and ultimately to social change and political reform--runs
through moral sentiment properly construed. This new account of affective but
impartial judgment calls for a politics of liberal rights and democratic
contestation, and it requires us to reconceive the meaning of public reason, the
nature of sound deliberation, and the authority of law. By illuminating how
impartiality feels, Civil Passions offers not only atruer account of how we
deliberate about justice, but one that promises to engage citizens more effectively
in acting for justice.
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Must we put passions aside when we deliberate about justice? Can we do so? The dominant views of
deliberation rightly emphasize the importance of impartiality as a cornerstone of fair decision making, but
they wrongly assume that impartiality means being disengaged and passionless. In Civil Passions, Sharon
Krause argues that moral and political deliberation must incorporate passions, even as she insists on the
value of impartiality. Drawing on resources ranging from Hume's theory of moral sentiment to recent
findings in neuroscience, Civil Passions breaks new ground by providing a systematic account of how
passions can generate an impartial standpoint that yields binding and compelling conclusionsin poalitics.
Krause shows that the path to genuinely impartial justice in the public sphere--and ultimately to social
change and political reform--runs through moral sentiment properly construed. This new account of affective
but impartial judgment calls for a politics of liberal rights and democratic contestation, and it requires usto
reconceive the meaning of public reason, the nature of sound deliberation, and the authority of law. By
illuminating how impartiality feels, Civil Passions offers not only atruer account of how we deliberate about
justice, but one that promises to engage citizens more effectively in acting for justice.
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Editorial Review

Review

Winner of the 2010 Spitz Prize for the Best Book on Liberal or Democratic Theory, International
Conference for the Study of Political Thought

Winner of the 2009 Alexander L. George Book Award of the International Society of Political
Psychology

"Krause's Civil Passionsis an ambitious work of political theory that attempts to bridge the age-old divide
between reason and emation in theories of moral and political judgment. . . . Thisis awell-written, cogently
argued, provocative, and important contribution to recent scholarship on democratic deliberation, theories of
justice, and the proper role of affect within the political realm."--Choice

"Sharon Krause offers a significant reinterpretation of the relations among reason, emotion, morality, and
politics. Civil Passionswill become a major reference point for philosophers, political theorists, and legal
theorists working on a broad range of issues, including mora psychology, metaethics, deliberative
democracy, and legitimacy."--M atthew D. M endham, Journal of the Review of Palitics

"As scholars of deliberation move this research agenda forward, they can be grateful to Krause . . . for
bringing to the fore just how multidimensional deliberative democracy redly is."--Jurg Steiner,
Per spectives on Poalitics

"Civil Passionsis awell-written contribution to this debate and will be of interest both to political theorists
and to moral philosophers."--Liz Sutherland, Political Studies Review

From the Back Cover

"'Our minds are changed when our hearts are engaged,’ With these words, Civil Passions takes a giant step
forward in understanding the affective dimensions of political deliberation. Krause's challenge to the reason-
based theories of Kant, Rawls, and Habermas, among others, will be debated--perhaps fiercely--by the next
generation. She lays bare the fault lines of the issue and makes a compelling argument for basing moral
motivation in affect. She also suggests how we might base moral horms themselves in reflective sentiments,
or impartial feelings about feelings. The book is thoughtful and inspired, powered by acute powers of
analysis and alively sensibility."--Jane Mansbridge, Harvard Univer sity

"In recent years scholars have increasingly argued that affect plays a greater role in our practical reasoning
than istraditionally admitted. Krause agrees, but she also knows that thisinsight isreally only the
announcement of the need for a major undertaking: understanding exactly how passions necessarily inform
our reason and how 'civil passions and 'affective impartiality' ought to guide our judgment, deliberation, and
decision making in moral and political life. Her book takes up this task with real imagination, careful
argumentation, and original insight."--Stephen K. White, University of Virginia

"Civil Passionsis an ambitious attempt to restore Hume's account of moral sentiment as an alternative to the
Kantian perspective that dominates contemporary political theory, and to flesh out the significance of the
Humean approach for contemporary liberal demaocracy. Thisis an important book."--William A. Galston,
Brookings I nstitution



"This superb book is beautifully written; contains an elegant and finely honed argument; and makes a highly
original contribution to contemporary deliberative democratic theory, contemporary theories of emotionsin
politics, and the philosophical literature on David Hume. Krause puts forward a clearer and more convincing
account of the role played by sentiments and concerns in the processes of democratic deliberation and norm
justification than any other contemporary theorist of affect."--Christina Tarnopolsky, M cGill University

About the Author
Sharon R. Krause is associate professor of political science at Brown University. She is the author of
"Liberalism with Honor"

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Stephen Ziegler:

Now aday individuals who Living in the erawherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How people
have to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking
at abook can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Civil Passions. Moral Sentiment
and Democratic Deliberation book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of coursetheinfoin
this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Mary Oliveras:

This book untitled Civil Passions: Moral Sentiment and Democratic Deliberation to be one of several books
in which best seller in thisyear, honestly, that is because when you read this publication you can get alot of
benefit onto it. Y ou will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it by using
online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read
this book in your Smart phone. So thereis no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

David Dabbs:

The guide untitled Civil Passions: Moral Sentiment and Democratic Deliberation is the publication that
recommended to you to read. Y ou can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to anyone.
The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did alot
of study when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to your account is absolutely
accurate. Y ou also can get the e-book of Civil Passions: Moral Sentiment and Democratic Deliberation from
the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Kent Moore:

Areyou kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy
your small amount of timeto read it because this time you only find book that need more time to be go



through. Civil Passions. Moral Sentiment and Democratic Deliberation can be your answer given it can be
read by a person who have those short extra time problems.
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