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In this profound and profoundly controversial work, alandmark of 20th-century
thought originally published in 1971, B. F. Skinner makes his definitive
statement about humankind and society.

Insisting that the problems of the world today can be solved only by dealing
much more effectively with human behavior, Skinner argues that our traditional
concepts of freedom and dignity must be sharply revised. They have played an
important historical rolein our struggle against many kinds of tyranny, he
acknowledges, but they are now responsible for the futile defense of a presumed
free and autonomous individual; they are perpetuating our use of punishment and
blocking the devel opment of more effective cultural practices. Basing his
arguments on the massive results of the experimental analysis of behavior he
pioneered, Skinner rejects traditional explanations of behavior in terms of states
of mind, feelings, and other mental attributes in favor of explanations to be
sought in the interaction between genetic endowment and personal history. He
argues that instead of promoting freedom and dignity as personal attributes, we
should direct our attention to the physical and socia environmentsin which
people live. It is the environment rather than humankind itself that must be
changed if the traditional goals of the struggle for freedom and dignity areto be
reached.

Beyond Freedom and Dignity urges us to reexamine the ideals we have taken for
granted and to consider the possibility of aradically behaviorist approach to
human problems—one that has appeared to some incompatible with those ideals,
but which envisions the building of aworld in which humankind can attain its
greatest possible achievements.

Burrhus Frederic Skinner (1904—-1990), regarded by many as the most important
and influential psychologist since Freud, earned his doctorate in psychology at
Harvard University in 1931. Following appointments at the University of
Minnesota and Indiana University, he returned to Harvard in 1948. He remained
there for the rest of his career, retiring in 1974 as Edgar Pierce Professor of
Psychology. His many works include Walden Two (1948) and Verbal Behavior
(1957).
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In this profound and profoundly controversial work, alandmark of 20th-century thought originally published
in 1971, B. F. Skinner makes his definitive statement about humankind and society.

Insisting that the problems of the world today can be solved only by dealing much more effectively with
human behavior, Skinner argues that our traditional concepts of freedom and dignity must be sharply revised.
They have played an important historical rolein our struggle against many kinds of tyranny, he
acknowledges, but they are now responsible for the futile defense of a presumed free and autonomous
individual; they are perpetuating our use of punishment and blocking the development of more effective
cultural practices. Basing his arguments on the massive results of the experimental analysis of behavior he
pioneered, Skinner rejects traditional explanations of behavior in terms of states of mind, feelings, and other
mental attributesin favor of explanations to be sought in the interaction between genetic endowment and
personal history. He argues that instead of promoting freedom and dignity as personal attributes, we should
direct our attention to the physical and social environments in which people live. It isthe environment rather
than humankind itself that must be changed if the traditional goals of the struggle for freedom and dignity are
to be reached.

Beyond Freedom and Dignity urges us to reexamine the ideals we have taken for granted and to consider the
possibility of aradically behaviorist approach to human problems—one that has appeared to some
incompatible with those ideal s, but which envisions the building of aworld in which humankind can attain
its greatest possible achievements.

Burrhus Frederic Skinner (1904—-1990), regarded by many as the most important and influential psychol ogist
since Freud, earned his doctorate in psychology at Harvard University in 1931. Following appointments at
the University of Minnesota and Indiana University, he returned to Harvard in 1948. He remained there for
the rest of his career, retiring in 1974 as Edgar Pierce Professor of Psychology. His many works include
Walden Two (1948) and Verbal Behavior (1957).
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Burrhus Frederic Skinner (1904 1990), regarded by many as the most important and influential psychologist
since Freud, earned his doctorate in psychology at Harvard University in 1931. Following appointments at
the University of Minnesota and Indiana University, he returned to Harvard in 1948. He remained there for
the rest of his career, retiring in 1974 as Edgar Pierce Professor of Psychology. His many works include
Walden Two (1948) and Verbal Behavior (1957).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Susan Swain:

This book untitled Beyond Freedom and Dignity (Hackett Classics) to be one of several books which best
seller in thisyear, that's because when you read this reserve you can get alot of benefit onto it. Y ou will
easily to buy this book in the book retail outlet or you can order it viaonline. The publisher with this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Mobile phone. So thereis no reason to you to past this publication from your list.

Olga Snider:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get alot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in thisworld could share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire alot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their story
or their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their ability in writing,
they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this Beyond Freedom and
Dignity (Hackett Classics).

Brandon Justice:

Reading a book being new life stylein this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you learn a
book you can get alot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you can read afiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The Beyond Freedom and Dignity (Hackett Classics) provide you with new experiencein reading
through a book.



Elizabeth Nicholson:

In this era globalization it isimportant to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find alot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. Y ou can see that now, alot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you is Beyond Freedom and Dignity (Hackett Classics) this publication consist alot of the
information with the condition of this world now. That book was represented just how can the world has
grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made
some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of you.
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