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Zen Buddhism distinguishes itself by brilliant flashes of insight and its terseness
of expression. The haiku verse form is a superb means of studying Zen modes of
thought and expression, for its seventeen syllables impose a rigorous limitation
that confines the poet to vital experience. Here haiku by Bashõ are translated by
Robert Aitken, with commentary that provides a new and far deeper
understanding of Bashõ’s work than ever before.

In presenting themes from the haiku and from Zen literature that open the doors
both to the poems and to Zen itself, Aitken has produced the first book about the
relationship between Zen and haiku. His readers are certain to find it invaluable
for the remarkable revelations it offers.
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Zen Buddhism distinguishes itself by brilliant flashes of insight and its terseness of expression. The haiku
verse form is a superb means of studying Zen modes of thought and expression, for its seventeen syllables
impose a rigorous limitation that confines the poet to vital experience. Here haiku by Bashõ are translated by
Robert Aitken, with commentary that provides a new and far deeper understanding of Bashõ’s work than
ever before.

In presenting themes from the haiku and from Zen literature that open the doors both to the poems and to
Zen itself, Aitken has produced the first book about the relationship between Zen and haiku. His readers are
certain to find it invaluable for the remarkable revelations it offers.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Zen masters have a long history of giving teisho--formal, playful Dharma talks--in which poetry is invoked.
The works of the Chinese poets Su Shih and Han Shan are almost within the Zen canon. In the tradition of
teisho on Han Shan given by earlier masters, Robert Aitken has given talks on the haiku of Basho that go
straight to the center of Basho's work. This book shares those talks with all of us: it illuminates the angles
and corners of lone-ness and community, plainness and beauty, in the homey, homeless way of Zen. It's a
superb book on Basho real life, and poetry all at once. I'm grateful."

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Daniel Spencer:

The book A Zen Wave: Basho's Haiku and Zen can give more knowledge and information about everything
you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book A Zen Wave: Basho's Haiku and Zen? A
number of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim this book can give many data for us.
It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for
that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book A Zen Wave: Basho's Haiku
and Zen has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous
world by available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Benjamin Aldridge:

The reason? Because this A Zen Wave: Basho's Haiku and Zen is an unordinary book that the inside of the
publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the secret it inside. Reading this book
alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such remarkable way makes the content within
easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot
of gains than the other book have such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking technique.
So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Cheryl Thornton:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside appear likes.
Maybe you answer is usually A Zen Wave: Basho's Haiku and Zen why because the great cover that make
you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside
or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.



Connie Medina:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many books in
the top collection in your reading list will be A Zen Wave: Basho's Haiku and Zen. This book and that is
qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking up and review
this reserve you can get many advantages.
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