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This six-volume "portrait of a Mediterranean personality" isacomposite portrait
of theindividuals who wrote the personal letters, contracts, and al other
manuscript fragments that found their way into the Cairo Geniza. Most of the
fragments from the Geniza, a storeroom for discarded writings that could not be
thrown away because they might contain the name of God, had been removed to
Cambridge University Library and other libraries around the world. Professor
Goitein devoted the last thirty years of hislong and productive life to their study,
deciphering the language of the documents and organizing what he called a
"marvel ous treasure trove of manuscripts' into a coherent, fascinating picture of
the society that created them.

It isarich, panoramic view of how people lived, traveled, worshiped, and
conducted their economic and social affairs. The first and second volumes
describe the economic foundations of the society and the institutions and social
and political structures that characterized the community. The remaining
material, intended for a single volume describing the particulars of the way
people lived, blossomed into three volumes, devoted respectively to the family,
daily life, and the individual. The divisions are arbitrary but helpful because of
the wealth of information. The author refers throughout to other passagesin his
monumental work that amplify what is discussed in any particular section. The
result is an incomparably clear and immediate impression of how it wasin the
Mediterranean world of the tenth through the thirteenth century.

Volume 1, subtitled The Family, reveals the Mediterranean family—the
extended family, marriage (ritual's, economics, social and cultural safeguards),
the Mediterranean household, widowhood, divorce, remarriage, and the world of
women.
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This six-volume "portrait of a Mediterranean personality” is a composite portrait of the individuals who
wrote the personal letters, contracts, and all other manuscript fragments that found their way into the Cairo
Geniza. Most of the fragments from the Geniza, a storeroom for discarded writings that could not be thrown
away because they might contain the name of God, had been removed to Cambridge University Library and
other libraries around the world. Professor Goitein devoted the last thirty years of hislong and productive
life to their study, deciphering the language of the documents and organizing what he called a"marvelous
treasure trove of manuscripts’ into a coherent, fascinating picture of the society that created them.

It isarich, panoramic view of how people lived, traveled, worshiped, and conducted their economic and
social affairs. The first and second volumes describe the economic foundations of the society and the
institutions and social and political structures that characterized the community. The remaining material,
intended for a single volume describing the particulars of the way people lived, blossomed into three
volumes, devoted respectively to the family, daily life, and the individual. The divisions are arbitrary but
helpful because of the wealth of information. The author refers throughout to other passagesin his
monumental work that amplify what is discussed in any particular section. The result is an incomparably
clear and immediate impression of how it was in the Mediterranean world of the tenth through the thirteenth
century.

Volume I, subtitled The Family, reveals the Mediterranean family—the extended family, marriage (rituals,
economics, sacial and cultural safeguards), the Mediterranean household, widowhood, divorce, remarriage,
and the world of women.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Thework isremarkable for its sheer magnitude, but more particularly for the humane sensibility and
imagination, the skill, and the formidable learning that it reflects.”--"The Haskins Medal Committee

From the Inside Flap

"One of the best comprehensive histories of a culture in this century."—Amos Funkenstein, Stanford
University

About the Author

S. D. Goitein (1900-1985), scholar, administrator, professor, and author of 500 or more books and articlesin
Hebrew and English, worked at the Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton until his death. A
Mediterranean Society was awarded the Haskins Medal of the Medieval Society after publication of the first
two volumes. Subsequent volumes received the National Jewish Book Award.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Johanna Her nandez:

Now aday people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How many peopleto
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this A Mediterranean Society: The
Jewish Communities of the Arab World as Portrayed in the Documents of the Cairo Geniza, Val. lll: The
Family (Near Eastern Center, UCLA) book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course
the info in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Doris McNeal:

The experience that you get from A Mediterranean Society: The Jewish Communities of the Arab World as
Portrayed in the Documents of the Cairo Geniza, Vol. I11: The Family (Near Eastern Center, UCLA) isthe
more deep you rooting the information that hide within the words the more you get considering reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to know but A Mediterranean Society: The Jewish Communities of the
Arab World as Portrayed in the Documents of the Cairo Geniza, VVol. I11: The Family (Near Eastern Center,
UCLA) giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This
kind of book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this particular A Mediterranean
Society: The Jewish Communities of the Arab World as Portrayed in the Documents of the Cairo Geniza,



Voal. lll: The Family (Near Eastern Center, UCLA) instantly.

James Furlow:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept A
Mediterranean Society: The Jewish Communities of the Arab World as Portrayed in the Documents of the
Cairo Geniza, Val. lll: The Family (Near Eastern Center, UCLA) suitable to you? The particular book was
written by famous writer in this era. Typically the book untitled A Mediterranean Society: The Jewish
Communities of the Arab World as Portrayed in the Documents of the Cairo Geniza, Vol. I11: The Family
(Near Eastern Center, UCLA)is one of several books that everyone read now. That book was inspired many
men and women in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever
know just before. The author explained their ideain the simple way, so al of people can easily to be aware
of the core of this e-book. This book will give you alot of information about this world now. To help you to
see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Lorenzo Maskell:

People livein this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not just arobot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then
do you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you
have read is actually A Mediterranean Society: The Jewish Communities of the Arab World as Portrayed in
the Documents of the Cairo Geniza, Vol. I11: The Family (Near Eastern Center, UCLA).
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