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How did the fact become modernity's most favored unit of knowledge? How did
description come to seem separable from theory in the precursors of economics
and the social sciences?

Mary Poovey explores these questions in A History of the Modern Fact, ranging
across an astonishing array of texts and ideas from the publication of the first
British manual on double-entry bookkeeping in 1588 to the institutionalization of
statistics in the 1830s. She shows how the production of systematic knowledge
from descriptions of observed particulars influenced government, how numerical
representation became the privileged vehicle for generating useful facts, and how
belief—whether figured as credit, credibility, or credulity—remained essential to
the production of knowledge.

Illuminating the epistemological conditions that have made modern social and
economic knowledge possible, A History of the Modern Fact provides important
contributions to the history of political thought, economics, science, and
philosophy, as well as to literary and cultural criticism.
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Mary Poovey explores these questions in A History of the Modern Fact, ranging across an astonishing array
of texts and ideas from the publication of the first British manual on double-entry bookkeeping in 1588 to the
institutionalization of statistics in the 1830s. She shows how the production of systematic knowledge from
descriptions of observed particulars influenced government, how numerical representation became the
privileged vehicle for generating useful facts, and how belief—whether figured as credit, credibility, or
credulity—remained essential to the production of knowledge.

Illuminating the epistemological conditions that have made modern social and economic knowledge
possible, A History of the Modern Fact provides important contributions to the history of political thought,
economics, science, and philosophy, as well as to literary and cultural criticism.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Poovey (English, New York Univ.) defines the modern fact as systematic knowledge that is derived from the
theoretical interpretation of observed particulars, i.e., numbers. This distinction between description
(numbers) and interpretation has not always been made, and in this work Poovey is interested in how
numbers came to be seen as value-free and impartial while the theories used to interpret them are widely
understood to be influenced by social and political factors. From the development of double-entry
bookkeeping in the late 16th century to the early use of statistics in the 1830s, Poovey focuses on the history
of wealth and economics in Britain. During this period numerical representations became an increasingly
important vehicle for producing knowledge and displaying mercantile credibility and virtue and ultimately
economic and social prestige. The modern fact is a pioneering epistemological designation, and this book is
an important contribution to the history of science and thought as well as literary and cultural criticism.
Written mainly for the scholar, this book is recommended for large public libraries with research collections
and academic libraries strong in the social sciences.?Jim Woodman, Boston Athenaeum
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

About the Author

Mary Poovey has recently retired from her position as Samuel Rudin University Professor in the Humanities
at New York University. She is the author of numerous books, including A History of the Modern Fact:
Problems of Knowledge in the Sciences of Wealth and Society and Genres of the Credit Economy: Mediating
Value in Eighteenth- and Nineteenth-Century Britain.
 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Henrietta Jimerson:

A History of the Modern Fact: Problems of Knowledge in the Sciences of Wealth and Society can be one of
your beginning books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing A History of the Modern Fact: Problems of Knowledge in the Sciences of Wealth and
Society but doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource
details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information may drawn you into brand-new
stage of crucial thinking.

Dominic Loflin:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make a professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers,



book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the
book that recommended for your requirements is A History of the Modern Fact: Problems of Knowledge in
the Sciences of Wealth and Society this book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world
now. This particular book was represented how do the world has grown up. The language styles that writer
use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some investigation when he makes this book.
This is why this book suitable all of you.

Erin Kizer:

You can get this A History of the Modern Fact: Problems of Knowledge in the Sciences of Wealth and
Society by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve problem
if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only simply by written or
printed and also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking
because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more
information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Patsy Phan:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually A History of the Modern Fact:
Problems of Knowledge in the Sciences of Wealth and Society.

Download and Read Online A History of the Modern Fact:
Problems of Knowledge in the Sciences of Wealth and Society By
Mary Poovey #0HCKYDJB6S9



Read A History of the Modern Fact: Problems of Knowledge in the
Sciences of Wealth and Society By Mary Poovey for online ebook

A History of the Modern Fact: Problems of Knowledge in the Sciences of Wealth and Society By Mary
Poovey Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books,
online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library,
greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read A History of the Modern Fact: Problems of
Knowledge in the Sciences of Wealth and Society By Mary Poovey books to read online.

Online A History of the Modern Fact: Problems of Knowledge in the Sciences of
Wealth and Society By Mary Poovey ebook PDF download

A History of the Modern Fact: Problems of Knowledge in the Sciences of Wealth and Society By Mary
Poovey Doc

A History of the Modern Fact: Problems of Knowledge in the Sciences of Wealth and Society By Mary Poovey Mobipocket

A History of the Modern Fact: Problems of Knowledge in the Sciences of Wealth and Society By Mary Poovey EPub


