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“Have mercy on me, Lord, I am Cuban.” In 1962, Carlos Eire was one of 14,000
children airlifted out of Havana—exiled from his family, his country, and his
own childhood by Fidel Castro’s revolution. Winner of the National Book
Award, this stunning memoir is a vibrant and evocative look at Latin America
from a child’s unforgettable experience.

Waiting for Snow in Havana is both an exorcism and an ode to a paradise lost.
For the Cuba of Carlos’s youth—with its lizards and turquoise seas and sun-
drenched siestas—becomes an island of condemnation once a cigar-smoking
guerrilla named Fidel Castro ousts President Batista on January 1, 1959.
Suddenly the music in the streets sounds like gunfire. Christmas is made illegal,
political dissent leads to imprisonment, and too many of Carlos’s friends are
leaving Cuba for a place as far away and unthinkable as the United States. Carlos
will end up there, too, and fulfill his mother’s dreams by becoming a modern
American man—even if his soul remains in the country he left behind.

Narrated with the urgency of a confession, Waiting for Snow in Havana is a
eulogy for a native land and a loving testament to the collective spirit of Cubans
everywhere.
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“Have mercy on me, Lord, I am Cuban.” In 1962, Carlos Eire was one of 14,000 children airlifted out of
Havana—exiled from his family, his country, and his own childhood by Fidel Castro’s revolution. Winner of
the National Book Award, this stunning memoir is a vibrant and evocative look at Latin America from a
child’s unforgettable experience.

Waiting for Snow in Havana is both an exorcism and an ode to a paradise lost. For the Cuba of Carlos’s
youth—with its lizards and turquoise seas and sun-drenched siestas—becomes an island of condemnation
once a cigar-smoking guerrilla named Fidel Castro ousts President Batista on January 1, 1959. Suddenly the
music in the streets sounds like gunfire. Christmas is made illegal, political dissent leads to imprisonment,
and too many of Carlos’s friends are leaving Cuba for a place as far away and unthinkable as the United
States. Carlos will end up there, too, and fulfill his mother’s dreams by becoming a modern American
man—even if his soul remains in the country he left behind.

Narrated with the urgency of a confession, Waiting for Snow in Havana is a eulogy for a native land and a
loving testament to the collective spirit of Cubans everywhere.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
"Metaphors matter to me, especially perfect ones," Yale historian Eire writes in this beautifully fashioned
memoir, as he recounts one of many wonderfully vibrant stories from his boyhood in 1950s Havana. As
imaginatively wrought as the finest piece of fiction, the book abounds with magical interpretations of
ordinary boyhood events-playing in a friend's backyard is like a perilous journey through the jungle; setting
off firecrackers becomes a lyrical, cosmic opera; a child's birthday party turns into a phantasmagoria of
American pop cultural icons. Taking his cue from his father, a man with "a very fertile, nearly inexhaustible
imagination, totally dedicated to inventing past lives," Eire looks beyond the literal to see the mythological
themes inherent in the epic struggle for identity that each of our lives represents. Into this fantastic idyll
comes Castro-"Beelzebub, Herod, and the Seven-Headed Beast of the Apocalypse rolled into one"-
overthrowing the Batista regime at the very end of 1958 and sweeping away everything that the author holds
dear. A world that had been bursting with complicated, colorful meaning is replaced with the monotony of
Castro's rhetoric and terrorizing "reform." Symbols of Jesus that had once provided spiritual enlightenment
by popping up in the author's premonitions and dreams were now literally being demolished and destroyed
by a government that has outlawed religion. The final cataclysm comes when Eire and his brother, still
young boys, are shipped off to the United States to seek safety and a better life (another paradise, perhaps).
They never see their father again.As painful as Eire's journey has been, his ability to see tragedy and
suffering as a constant source of redemption is what makes this book so powerful. Where his father believed
that we live many lives in different bodies, Eire sees his own life as a series of deaths within the same body.
"Dying can be beautiful," he writes, "And waking up is even more beautiful. Even when the world has
changed." Taking his cue from his beloved Jesus, the author believes that we repeatedly die for our sins and
are reborn into a new awareness of paradise. How fortunate for readers, then, that by way of Eire's
"confessions," they too will be able to renew their souls through his transcendent words.
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From The New Yorker
At the start of the nineteen-sixties, an operation called Pedro Pan flew more than fourteen thousand Cuban
children out of the country, without their parents, and deposited them in Miami. Eire, now a professor of
history and religion at Yale, was one of them. His deeply moving memoir describes his life before Castro,
among the aristocracy of old Cuba—his father, a judge, believed himself to be the reincarnation of Louis
XVI—and, later, in America, where he turned from a child of privilege into a Lost Boy. Eire's tone is so
urgent and so vividly personal (he is even nostalgic about Havana's beautiful blue clouds of DDT) that his
unsparing indictments of practically everyone concerned, including himself, seem all the more remarkable.
Copyright © 2005 The New Yorker

From Booklist
Eire's complex, introspective memoir begins the day his world changed: when Castro's troops sent President
Batista into exile far from Cuba in 1959. The son of a judge who believed himself to be Louis XVI
reincarnated, Carlos, along with his older brother, Tony, spent his days playing with fireworks and lizards.
He attended an elite school, where Batista's children were his classmates. Carlos' biggest worries were the
disapproving stares he received from a portrait of Maria Theresa of Austria and Jesus, who would sometimes
appear in the window to him. All of that changed when Castro came to power; suddenly, attending a
prestigious school or driving a classy car was dangerous. The Eire family remained in Cuba even as others
left, until finally Eire's parents sent Carlos and Tony to Florida, where a very different life awaited them.
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Years passed before their mother joined them, but Carlos never saw his father again. In this open, honest,
and at times angry memoir, Eire bares his soul completely and captivates the reader in the process. Kristine
Huntley
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:

April Wages:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This Waiting for Snow in Havana: Confessions of a Cuban Boy book is
readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The
writer regarding Waiting for Snow in Havana: Confessions of a Cuban Boy content conveys objective easily
to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different
available as it. So , do you continue to thinking Waiting for Snow in Havana: Confessions of a Cuban Boy is
not loveable to be your top record reading book?

James Chapman:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition info. Even you love Waiting for Snow in Havana: Confessions of a Cuban Boy,
you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type
is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Kathleen Blackwood:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Waiting for Snow in Havana:
Confessions of a Cuban Boy is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in addition to
soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is
make you quicker to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Judith Bowman:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. This specific Waiting for Snow in Havana: Confessions of a Cuban Boy
can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have matter that they don't
and make anyone more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This reserve offer you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more
than various other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have Waiting for Snow in Havana:
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