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A source of enduring fascination, the Vikings are the most famous raiders of
medieval Europe. Despite the exciting and compelling descriptions in the
Icelandic sagas and other contemporary accounts that have fueled this interest,
we know comparatively little about Viking age arms and armor as compared to
weapons from other historical periods. We know even less about how the
weapons were used. While the sagas provide few specific combat details, the
stories are invaluable. They were written by authors familiar with the use of
weapons for an audience that, likewise, knew how to use them. Critically, the
sagas describe how these weapons were wielded not by kings or gods, but by
ordinary men, as part of their everyday lives. Viking Weapons and Combat
Techniques provides an introduction to the arms and armor of the people who
lived in Northern Europe during the Viking age, roughly the years 793-1066.
Using avariety of available sources, including medieval martial arts treatises,
and copioudly illustrated with images of historical artifacts, battle sites, and
demonstrations of modern replicas of Viking weapons, the author and his
colleagues at Hurstwic (a Viking-age living history organization) and at the
Higgins Armory Sword Guild have reconstructed the combat techniques of the
Viking age and what is known about the defensive and offensive weapons of the
time in genera. Throughout, the author corrects some popular misconceptions
about Viking warriors and warfare, such as the belief that their combat
techniques were crude and blunt rather than sophisticated. In addition, the book
provides an overview of Viking history and culture, focusing on the importance
of weapons to the society as well asthe Vikings' lasting impact on Europe
through their expeditions of trade and exploration.
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A source of enduring fascination, the Vikings are the most famous raiders of medieval Europe. Despite the
exciting and compelling descriptionsin the Icelandic sagas and other contemporary accounts that have fueled
thisinterest, we know comparatively little about Viking age arms and armor as compared to weapons from
other historical periods. We know even less about how the weapons were used. While the sagas provide few
specific combat details, the stories are invaluable. They were written by authors familiar with the use of
weapons for an audience that, likewise, knew how to use them. Critically, the sagas describe how these
weapons were wielded not by kings or gods, but by ordinary men, as part of their everyday lives. Viking
Weapons and Combat Techniques provides an introduction to the arms and armor of the people who lived in
Northern Europe during the Viking age, roughly the years 793-1066. Using a variety of available sources,
including medieval martia arts treatises, and copiously illustrated with images of historical artifacts, battle
sites, and demonstrations of modern replicas of Viking weapons, the author and his colleagues at Hurstwic (a
Viking-age living history organization) and at the Higgins Armory Sword Guild have reconstructed the
combat techniques of the Viking age and what is known about the defensive and offensive weapons of the
time in general. Throughout, the author corrects some popular misconceptions about Viking warriors and
warfare, such as the belief that their combat techniques were crude and blunt rather than sophisticated. In
addition, the book provides an overview of Viking history and culture, focusing on the importance of
weapons to the society aswell asthe Vikings' lasting impact on Europe through their expeditions of trade
and exploration.
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Editorial Review
About the Author

WILLIAM R. SHORT isthe manager of Hurstwic, LLC, an organization that researches, practices, and
teaches the fighting moves used by Viking-age warriors. An independent scholar who received his doctoral
degree from the Massachusetts I nstitute of Technology, he regularly lectures and teaches at universities,
schools, and museumsin North Americaand in Iceland.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
Patti Metivier:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim aswell as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book.
These are reading whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person
who don't like examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult
problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably you will require this Viking Weapons and Combat Techniques.

Dan Villanueva:

In this particular erawhich is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It isjust ssmple approach to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess alook at some books. One of many books
in thetop listing in your reading list is usually Viking Weapons and Combat Techniques. This book and that
isqualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upward
and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Floy Knowles:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be ableto reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library as well asto make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has
reading's heart and soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the
library. They go to at this time there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not
important, boring and can't see colorful photos on there. Y eah, it isto be complicated. Book is very
important for you. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise
word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore, this Viking Weapons and Combat Techniques
can make you really feel more interested to read.



Pedro Murray:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. Y ou have to know that reading
isvery important and book as to be the thing. Book isimportant thing to provide you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou get good news or update about something by book. Numerous books
that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually Viking Weapons and Combat Techniques.
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