
The Roman Empire: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions)

By Christopher Kelly

The Roman Empire: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)
By Christopher Kelly

The Roman Empire was a remarkable achievement. It had a population of sixty
million people spread across lands encircling the Mediterranean and stretching
from drizzle-soaked northern England to the sun-baked banks of the Euphrates in
Syria, and from the Rhine to the North African coast. It was, above all else, an
empire of force - employing a mixture of violence, suppression, order, and
tactical use of power to develop an astonishingly uniform culture.

This Very Short Introduction covers the history of the Empire from Augustus
(the first Emperor) to Marcus Aurelius, describing how the empire was formed,
how it was run, its religions and its social structure. It examines how local
cultures were "romanised" and how people in far away lands came to believe in
the emperor as a god. The book also examines how the Roman Empire has been
considered and depicted in more recent times, from the writings of Edward
Gibbon, to the differing
attitudes of the Victorians and recent Hollywood blockbuster films.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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Editorial Review

Review
This mervellous little book...succeeds in sketching the remarkable way in which the Roman Empire spread
across Europe... Barbara Finney, The Journal of Classics Teaching "...the author has succeeded admirably.
This is no cop out - themes are chosen sensibly and well presented. This book does what it says on the
cover... This book is intellectual, yet accessible, well written, stimulating, original, and essential for those
who wish to gain a rapid overview of the subject without getting bogged down." Dr Mark Merrony, Minerva

About the Author

Christopher Kelly is a University Lecturer in Classics and a Fellow and Senior Tutor of Corpus Christi
College, Cambridge. He is a major contributor to Harvard University Press' Late Antiquity: A Guide to the
Postclassical World and The Cambridge Companion to the Age of Constantine.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Williamson:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled The Roman
Empire: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you.
You already know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can better than
before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Gary Sandler:

The actual book The Roman Empire: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) has a lot details
on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous
author. This articles author makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you
will get the point easily after scanning this book.

Stacey Ryan:

The reason? Because this The Roman Empire: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the
secret this inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such amazing
way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning
entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This
unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such as help improving your skill



and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go
to the guide store hurriedly.

Mable Watkins:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You will
see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended to
your account is The Roman Empire: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) this guide consist
a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how can the
world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand.
Typically the writer made some study when he makes this book. This is why this book ideal all of you.
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