M. TAYLOR. ERAVEL

Strong Borders, Secure Nation: Cooperation
and Conflict in China's Territorial Disputes
(Princeton Studies in International History
and Politics)

By M. Taylor Fravel

Read Online ©

Strong Borders, Secure Nation: Cooperation and Conflict in China's
Territorial Disputes (Princeton Studiesin International History and Politics)
By M. Taylor Fravel

As China emerges as an international economic and military power, the world
waits to see how the nation will assert itself globally. Yet, asM. Taylor Fravel
shows in Srong Borders, Secure Nation, concerns that China might be proneto
violent conflict over territory are overstated. The first comprehensive study of
Chinasterritorial disputes, Strong Borders, Secure Nation contends that China
over the past sixty years has been more likely to compromise in these conflicts
with its Asian neighbors and less likely to use force than many scholars or
analysts might expect.

By developing theories of cooperation and escalation in territorial disputes,
Fravel explains China's willingnessto either compromise or use force. When
faced with internal threats to regime security, especially ethnic rebellion, China
has been willing to offer concessions in exchange for assistance that strengthens
the state's control over itsterritory and people. By contrast, China has used force
to halt or reverse decline in its bargaining power in disputes with its militarily
most powerful neighbors or in disputes where it has controlled none of the land
being contested. Drawing on arich array of previously unexamined Chinese
language sources, Srong Borders, Secure Nation offers a compelling account of
Chinasforeign policy on one of the most volatile issues in international relations.
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As China emerges as an international economic and military power, the world waits to see how the nation
will assert itself globally. Yet, as M. Taylor Fravel showsin Strong Borders, Secure Nation, concerns that
China might be prone to violent conflict over territory are overstated. The first comprehensive study of
Chindsterritorial disputes, Strong Borders, Secure Nation contends that China over the past sixty years has
been more likely to compromise in these conflicts with its Asian neighbors and less likely to use force than
many scholars or analysts might expect.

By developing theories of cooperation and escalation in territorial disputes, Fravel explains China's
willingness to either compromise or use force. When faced with internal threats to regime security, especialy
ethnic rebellion, China has been willing to offer concessions in exchange for assistance that strengthens the
state's control over itsterritory and people. By contrast, China has used force to halt or reverse declinein its
bargaining power in disputes with its militarily most powerful neighbors or in disputes where it has
controlled none of the land being contested. Drawing on arich array of previously unexamined Chinese
language sources, Srong Borders, Secure Nation offers a compelling account of Chinas foreign policy on
one of the most volatile issues in international relations.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Fravel'sis an elegant argument that works well to explain Chinese behavior and holds promise for
application elsewhere."--Andrew J. Nathan, Foreign Affairs

"This comprehensive, compelling volume by Fravel seeks to address the overstated concerns that China
might be prone to violent conflict over territory."--S.K. Ma, Choice

"M. Taylor Fravel . . . provides compelling evidence that in its territorial disputes China has been less prone
to violence and more cooperative than realist theory or conventional wisdom about an expansionist state
might suggest."--David Rosenber g, China Journal

"Thisisatour de force work of scholarship that is comprehensive, empirically rich and analytically strong. . .
. For anyone who works on contemporary China, this book will be an indispensible reference volume."--
Andrew Scobell, Pacific Affairs

"The book is not only a necessary work for everyone dealing with Chinese politics, but also it deservesto
become a new standard for the study of international politicsin general."--Bart Dessein, | nternational
History Review

"[T]his book is an unqualified welcome addition to the still comparatively sparse academic literature on
Chinasterritorial disputes and security perceptions.”--Chien-Peng Chung, Contemporary Southeast Asia

"Fravel offersan important interpretation of China's behaviour, based on what it has actually done in the last
six decades. . . . The book will help many trying to decide whether Chinawill be a disruptive or a positive
international forcein the yearsto come."--Kerry Brown, Asian Affairs

"This book makes a refreshing change, both for its theoretical and empirical rigour and in its balanced
coverage."--Jonathan Sullivan, Palitical Studies Review

"How China handles the issue of Taiwan is going to offer a significantly novel framework for international
studies over territorial sovereignty disputes. Fravel has provided a plethora of historical details and
sophisticated explanations for these diplomatic events, and has produced a highly readable book."--Y uk
Wah Chan, Journal of Chinese Political Science

"Professor M. Taylor Frave . . . has made a valuable contribution to Princeton Studiesin International
History and Politics. . . . Hisimpeccable research helpsin correcting false notions, for instance, on China's
boundary agreement with Pakistan on March 2, 1963."--A. G. Noor ani, Frontline

From the Back Cover

"This excellent book is the first to systematically examine Chinas handling of territorial disputes and shows
why in many cases, the country has been willing to negotiate and concede. The reasons given are novel and
provocative, and challenge conventional wisdom about the relationship between domestic unrest and external
aggressiveness. This book will be the gold standard for further work on avital but understudied topic."--



Alastair lain Johnston, Harvard Univer sity

"Fravel uses China, which has had more territories in dispute with neighbors than any other state since World
War |1, to form and test hypotheses about when states are likely to go to war or cooperate to solve territorial
disputes. The result is both the first comprehensive benchmark study of China's behavior along its frontiers
and a brilliant contribution to political science."--ChasW. Freeman, Jr., former assistant secretary of
defensefor international security affairs

"Fravel has given us a compelling and comprehensive account of why China has generally compromised in
itsterritoria disputes with its neighbors rather than resort to force. In the process, he has made significant
advances in both international relations theory and Chinese foreign policy."--Robert J. Art, Brandeis
University

"Strong Borders, Secure Nation is a significant work of scholarship. M. Taylor Fravel has combined
authoritative and extensive research of Chinese documents with sophisticated political science
methodologies. The result is both a comprehensive and definitive work on Chinese policy toward border
disputes as well as a persuasive theoretical approach to the international politics of territorial conflicts.”--
Robert S. Ross, Boston College

"A counterintuitive and bracing dose of reality, Fravel's exemplary book manifests contextual nuance derived
from plentiful Chinese sources, an elegant argument, and the conceptual rigor valued in contemporary
political science. Strong Borders, Secure Nation will be the standard-bearer among studies of China's
experience managing territorial disputes."--Alan Wachman, Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy,
Tufts University

"Tightly framed and carefully reasoned, this excellent book addresses an obvious gap in the study of Chinese
foreign policy and national security. | believe that this book will become the benchmark text in the field for
yearsto come."--Allen Carlson, Cornell University

About the Author
M. Taylor Fravel is associate professor of political science and member of the Security Studies Program at
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Willie McCorkle:

Nowadays reading books be alittle more than want or need but also get alife style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy
read one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual Strong Borders, Secure
Nation: Cooperation and Conflict in China's Territorial Disputes (Princeton Studies in International History
and Palitics) iskind of publication which is giving the reader unstable experience.



Darrell Mayo:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Strong Borders, Secure Nation: Cooperation
and Conflict in China's Territoria Disputes (Princeton Studiesin International History and Palitics) book
written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who
read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for
eliminate your own hunger then you still skepticism Strong Borders, Secure Nation: Cooperation and
Conflict in Chinas Territorial Disputes (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) as good book
not simply by the cover but also from the content. Thisis one e-book that can break don't judge book by its
protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of! ? Oh come on your reading sixth
sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Laura Buscher:

The book untitled Strong Borders, Secure Nation: Cooperation and Conflict in China's Territorial Disputes
(Princeton Studiesin International History and Palitics) contain alot of information on it. The writer
explains her idea with easy approach. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not
necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will take
you in the new period of literary works. Y ou can read this book because you can keep reading your smart
phone, or device, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase
the e-book, you can wide open their officia web-site aswell as order it. Have a nice study.

Alicia Cain:

In this erawhich isthe greater person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than other.
Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess alook at some books. Among the booksin the
top record in your reading list will be Strong Borders, Secure Nation: Cooperation and Conflict in China's
Territorial Disputes (Princeton Studiesin International History and Palitics). This book which is qualified as
The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking right up and review this
publication you can get many advantages.
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