
Rhetorical Aspects of Discourses in Present-
Day Society

By Lotte Dam, Lise-Lotte Holmgreen and Jeanne Strunck

Rhetorical Aspects of Discourses in Present-Day Society By Lotte Dam, Lise-
Lotte Holmgreen and Jeanne Strunck

Since antiquity, the notion of rhetoric has been associated with Aristotle, Cicero
and Quintilian. Their theories are central to the understanding that, on the one
hand, rhetoric can be used for persuading and convincing an audience, and on the
other, for becoming an eloquent speaker. Based on this understanding, the study
of rhetoric was for many years regarded by scholars as a meaningless enterprise
as it was perceived as a study of linguistic ornamentation. However, in the
beginning of the twentieth century, scholars regained an interest in the study of
rhetoric in recognition of rhetorical skills being important for communication in
modern society. Like speakers in public life, e.g. politicians, who had always
acknowledged the role of rhetoric, all sorts of communicators, mediators and
scholars became interested in rhetoric as a practical tool for building up texts
meant for the public sphere as well as an analytical tool for the critique of public
argumentation. This led to the development of new theories from New Rhetoric
over Rhetorical Criticism to theories of genre and discourse, reflecting the view
that rhetoric must be understood and used against the social and cultural
framework in which it is embedded. The contributions of this book reflect this
multi-faceted approach to rhetoric, discourse and genre through their focus upon
and analysis of different institutionalised discourses. Thus, within the three
sections of political, journalistic and organisational discourse, the articles discuss
various discourse types and their rhetorical features, contributing to the
understanding of rhetoric and discourse having significant influence on human
action and interaction in society.
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Since antiquity, the notion of rhetoric has been associated with Aristotle, Cicero and Quintilian. Their
theories are central to the understanding that, on the one hand, rhetoric can be used for persuading and
convincing an audience, and on the other, for becoming an eloquent speaker. Based on this understanding,
the study of rhetoric was for many years regarded by scholars as a meaningless enterprise as it was perceived
as a study of linguistic ornamentation. However, in the beginning of the twentieth century, scholars regained
an interest in the study of rhetoric in recognition of rhetorical skills being important for communication in
modern society. Like speakers in public life, e.g. politicians, who had always acknowledged the role of
rhetoric, all sorts of communicators, mediators and scholars became interested in rhetoric as a practical tool
for building up texts meant for the public sphere as well as an analytical tool for the critique of public
argumentation. This led to the development of new theories from New Rhetoric over Rhetorical Criticism to
theories of genre and discourse, reflecting the view that rhetoric must be understood and used against the
social and cultural framework in which it is embedded. The contributions of this book reflect this multi-
faceted approach to rhetoric, discourse and genre through their focus upon and analysis of different
institutionalised discourses. Thus, within the three sections of political, journalistic and organisational
discourse, the articles discuss various discourse types and their rhetorical features, contributing to the
understanding of rhetoric and discourse having significant influence on human action and interaction in
society.
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Editorial Review

Review
This wide-ranging book offers new insights into crucial aspects of the public sphereÃ¢politics, journalism
and the corporate world. A deeply rooted European tradition, the study of rhetoric, has re-appeared in the
contemporary world, a world in which the public display of persuasive language seems to be the very
essence of our self-understanding. Using up-to-date approaches to discourse analysis, the contributors to this
volume deploy rhetorical analysis in a way that illuminates the nature of the rhetorical maelstrom that
engulfs us in today's societies, and has been doing so at an accelerating pace for the last half century. This is
an important volume indeed for anybody who is trying to make sense of the rising flood of daily discourse. --
Paul Chilton Lancaster University

About the Author
Lotte Dam, Lise-Lotte Holmgreen and Jeanne Strunck are all Associate Professors of linguistics, discourse
and (intercultural) communication in the Department of Language and Culture at Aalborg University,
Denmark. In 2006, they organised the first conference on Rhetoric in Society, from which the contributions
in this book emerged.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joel Fallis:

With other case, little folks like to read book Rhetorical Aspects of Discourses in Present-Day Society. You
can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is important the
book Rhetorical Aspects of Discourses in Present-Day Society. You can add knowledge and of course you
can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can recognize
everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple issue
until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by
internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Jonathan Flannagan:

The event that you get from Rhetorical Aspects of Discourses in Present-Day Society could be the more deep
you searching the information that hide within the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to recognise but Rhetorical Aspects of Discourses in Present-Day Society giving
you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this book is well-known enough. This
particular book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand
then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for
having this specific Rhetorical Aspects of Discourses in Present-Day Society instantly.



Maria Kraus:

The e-book with title Rhetorical Aspects of Discourses in Present-Day Society includes a lot of information
that you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This particular book exist new knowledge
the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u
to understand how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you throughout new era of
the globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you
want.

Helen Leavitt:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This publication Rhetorical Aspects of Discourses in Present-Day Society was filled
in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how big selling point of
a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get
book that you wanted.

Download and Read Online Rhetorical Aspects of Discourses in
Present-Day Society By Lotte Dam, Lise-Lotte Holmgreen and
Jeanne Strunck #IVS648735C1



Read Rhetorical Aspects of Discourses in Present-Day Society By
Lotte Dam, Lise-Lotte Holmgreen and Jeanne Strunck for online
ebook

Rhetorical Aspects of Discourses in Present-Day Society By Lotte Dam, Lise-Lotte Holmgreen and Jeanne
Strunck Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books,
online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library,
greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read Rhetorical Aspects of Discourses in Present-
Day Society By Lotte Dam, Lise-Lotte Holmgreen and Jeanne Strunck books to read online.

Online Rhetorical Aspects of Discourses in Present-Day Society By Lotte Dam, Lise-
Lotte Holmgreen and Jeanne Strunck ebook PDF download

Rhetorical Aspects of Discourses in Present-Day Society By Lotte Dam, Lise-Lotte Holmgreen and
Jeanne Strunck Doc

Rhetorical Aspects of Discourses in Present-Day Society By Lotte Dam, Lise-Lotte Holmgreen and Jeanne Strunck
Mobipocket

Rhetorical Aspects of Discourses in Present-Day Society By Lotte Dam, Lise-Lotte Holmgreen and Jeanne Strunck EPub


