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Almost a decade in the making, this much-anticipated grand history of postwar
Europe from one of the world's most esteemed historians and intellectualsis a
singular achievement. Postwar is the first modern history that covers all of
Europe, both east and west, drawing on research in six languages to sweep
readers through thirty-four nations and sixty years of political and cultural
change-al in oneintegrated, enthralling narrative. Both intellectually ambitious
and compelling to read, thrilling in its scope and delightful in its small details,
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

World War 1l may have ended in 1945, but according to historian Tony Judt, the conflict's epilogue lasted for
nearly the rest of the century. Calling 1945-1989 "an interim age," Judt examines what happened on each
side of the Iron Curtain, with the West nervously inching forward while the East endured the "peace of the
prison yard" until the fall of Communism in 1989 signaled their chance to progress. Though he proposes no
grand, overarching theory of the postwar period, Judt's massive work covers the broad strokes as well as the
fine details of the years 1945 to 2005. No one book (even at nearly a thousand pages) could fully encompass
this complex period, but Postwar comes close, and isimpressive for its scope, synthesis, clarity, and
narrative cohesion.

Judt treats the entire continent as awhole, providing equal coverage of social changes, economic forces, and
cultural shiftsin western and eastern Europe. He offers a county-by-county analysis of how each Eastern
nation shed Communism and traces the rise of the European Union, looking at what it represents both
economically and ideologically. Along with the dealings between European nations, he also covers Europe's
conflicted relationship with the United States, which learned much different lessons from World War Il than
did Europe. In particular, he studies the success of the Marshall Plan and the way the West both appreciated
and resented the help, for acceptance of it reminded them of their diminished place in the world. No
impartial observer, Judt offers his judgments and opinions throughout the book in an attempt to instruct as
well asinform. If amoral lesson isto come from World War 1, Judt writes, "then it will have to be taught
afresh with each passing generation. 'European Union' may be an answer to history, but it can never be a
substitute." This book would be an excellent place to start that lesson. --Shawn Carkonen

From Publishers Weekly

Sarred Review. Thisisthe best history we have of Europe in the postwar period and not likely to be
surpassed for many years. Judt, director of New Y ork University's Remarque Institute, is an academic
historian of repute and, more recently, a keen observer of European affairs whose powerfully written articles
have appeared in the New York Times, the New York Review of Books and el sewhere. Here he combines deep
knowledge with a sharply honed style and an eye for the expressive detail. Postwar is a hefty volume, and
there are places where the details might overwhelm some readers. But the reward is aways there: after pages
on cabinet shufflesin some small country, or endless diplomatic negotiations concerning the fate of
Germany or moves toward the European Union, the reader is snapped back to attention by insightful analysis
and excellent writing. Judt shows that the dire human and economic costs of WW!I1 shadowed Europe for a
very long time afterward. Europeans and Americans recall the economic miracle, but it didn't realy
transform peopl€'s lives until the late 1950s, when a new, more individualized, consumer-oriented society
began to appear in the West. But Postwar is not just a history of Western Europe. One of its great virtuesis
that it fully integrates the history of Eastern and Western Europe, and covers the small countries aswell as
the large and powerful ones. Judt isjudicious, even abit uncritical, in his appraisal of American involvement
in Europe in the early postwar years, and he's scathing about Western intellectuals accommodation to
communism. His book focuses on cultural and intellectual life rather than the social experiences of factory
workers or peasants, but it would probably be impossible to encompass all of it in one volume. Overall, this
is history writing at its very best.

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Bookmarks Magazine
The unassuming, amost provocatively direct title belies an amost 1,000-page exhaustive survey of


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000242451

European history since the end of World War 1. Y et this book isn’t meant just to look impressive on the
bookshelf; Judt is an astute thinker and polished writer who brings extensive cultural knowledge about film,
music, and literature to bear on his daunting subjects: the Holocaust, the Stalinized East, the tide-changing
1960s, the implosion of the Iron Curtain, the policies of the European Union, and the new European way of
life. Some critics attribute his clear-headed approach to almost two decades in America, where he founded
New Y ork University’s Remarque I nstitute "to support and promote the study and discussion of Europe.”
Trans-Atlantic biases and assumptions aside, it’s clear that Judt has written the book on Europe, for the
moment at least.

Copyright © 2004 Phillips & Nelson Media, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Yvonne Terrdl:

Now aday those who Living in the erawherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resourcesin it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How individualsto be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Postwar: A History of Europe Since
1945 book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred
percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Anthony Pippin:

Reading areserve can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading areserve will give you alot of new
facts. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especialy fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this Postwar: A
History of Europe Since 1945, you could tells your family, friends and also soon about yours book. Y our
knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.

Lauren Joseph:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Postwar: A History of
Europe Since 1945 that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice
al over the world can be said as the way for people to know world considerably better then how they react
toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky particular person but
for al of you who wants to always be success person. So, for al of you who want to start looking at as your
good habit, it is possible to pick Postwar: A History of Europe Since 1945 become your own starter.



Dale Hollander:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading areserve. They are directly felt it when
they get a half areas of the book. Y ou can choose the actual book Postwar: A History of Europe Since 1945
to make your reading isinteresting. Y our personal skill of reading ability is devel oping when you including
reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the idea about book and
examining especially. It isto beinitialy opinion for you to like to wide open a book and examine it. Beside
that the publication Postwar: A History of Europe Since 1945 can to be your brand-new friend when you're
feel done and confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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