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Innocence, Knowledge and the Construction of Childhood provides a critical
examination of the way we regulate children’s access to certain knowledge and
explores how this regulation contributes to the construction of childhood, to
children’s vulnerability and to the constitution of the ‘good’ future citizen in
developed countries.

Through this controversial analysis, Kerry H. Robinson critically engages with
the relationships between childhood, sexuality, innocence, moral panic,
censorship and notions of citizenship. This book highlights how the strict
regulation of children’s knowledge, often in the name of protection or in the
child’s best interest, can ironically, increase children’s prejudice around
difference, increase their vulnerability to exploitation and abuse, and undermine
their abilities to become competent adolescents and adults. Within her work
Robinson draws upon empirical research to:

provide an overview of the regulation and governance of children’s access to●

‘difficult knowledge’, particularly knowledge of sexuality
explore and develop Foucault’s work on the relationship between childhood●

and sexuality
identify the impact of these discourses on adults’ understanding of childhood,●

and the tension that exists between their own perceptions of sexual knowledge,
and the perceptions of children
reconceptualise children’s education around sexuality.●

Innocence, Knowledge and the Construction of Childhood is essential reading for
both undergraduate and postgraduate students undertaking courses in education,
particularly with a focus on early childhood or primary teaching, as well as in
other disciplines such as sociology, gender and sexuality studies, and cultural
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Innocence, Knowledge and the Construction of Childhood provides a critical examination of the way we
regulate children’s access to certain knowledge and explores how this regulation contributes to the
construction of childhood, to children’s vulnerability and to the constitution of the ‘good’ future citizen in
developed countries.

Through this controversial analysis, Kerry H. Robinson critically engages with the relationships between
childhood, sexuality, innocence, moral panic, censorship and notions of citizenship. This book highlights
how the strict regulation of children’s knowledge, often in the name of protection or in the child’s best
interest, can ironically, increase children’s prejudice around difference, increase their vulnerability to
exploitation and abuse, and undermine their abilities to become competent adolescents and adults. Within her
work Robinson draws upon empirical research to:

provide an overview of the regulation and governance of children’s access to ‘difficult knowledge’,●

particularly knowledge of sexuality
explore and develop Foucault’s work on the relationship between childhood and sexuality●

identify the impact of these discourses on adults’ understanding of childhood, and the tension that exists●

between their own perceptions of sexual knowledge, and the perceptions of children
reconceptualise children’s education around sexuality.●

Innocence, Knowledge and the Construction of Childhood is essential reading for both undergraduate and
postgraduate students undertaking courses in education, particularly with a focus on early childhood or
primary teaching, as well as in other disciplines such as sociology, gender and sexuality studies, and cultural
studies.
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Editorial Review

Review

"An important book with a compelling message. It provides an enlightening view of children’s perspectives
of their sexuality and the influences on its development. It should give pause to educators, politicians,
parents, and society-at-large who attempt to govern and regulate subjects without adequate input from, or
understanding of, the subjects’ perspectives and the effects of their environments." - K. Keefe, Indiana
University, Bloomington, USA

"The book is heavily grounded in sociological and psychological theory, empirical research in the social
sciences, and Robinson's own professional and personal experiences. [...] An increase in availability of
research and literature like Robinson's will lead to more discussion in the public sphere and hopefully,
eventually, result in changes in the way childhood is viewed and regulated." - Jessica R. Peterson, Journal
of Youth Adolescence

About the Author

Kerry H. Robinson is an Associate Professor in the School of Social Sciences and Psychology, and a
member of the Diversities, Ethics and Education Research Group at the University of Western Sydney,
Australia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carmen Fields:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Innocence, Knowledge and the
Construction of Childhood: The contradictory nature of sexuality and censorship in children’s contemporary
lives will make you to always be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about
anything. But some of you think this open or reading a book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why
they could be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suitable book with you?

Michael Decker:

This book untitled Innocence, Knowledge and the Construction of Childhood: The contradictory nature of
sexuality and censorship in children’s contemporary lives to be one of several books that best seller in this
year, that's because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this
particular book in the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book
too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no



reason for you to past this e-book from your list.

Chris Manley:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get great deal
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you have read is
usually Innocence, Knowledge and the Construction of Childhood: The contradictory nature of sexuality and
censorship in children’s contemporary lives.

Glenda Rogers:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book and also novel and Innocence, Knowledge and the Construction of
Childhood: The contradictory nature of sexuality and censorship in children’s contemporary lives or perhaps
others sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel need to
read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or students especially. Those guides are
helping them to add their knowledge. In additional case, beside science book, any other book likes
Innocence, Knowledge and the Construction of Childhood: The contradictory nature of sexuality and
censorship in children’s contemporary lives to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book
like this.
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