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Eugene O'Neill's Creative Struggles will become one of the handful of standard
studies of O'Neill's life and work. --- Frederick C. Wilkins, Editor, The Eugene
O'Neill Review "A unique and extremely valuable work. Reading this book is
also a delightful experience---the imaginative quality of the scholarship is
dazzling." ---William J. Fisher, Rutgers UniversityIn Eugene O'Neill's Creative
Struggle, Doris Alexander gives us a new kind of inside biography that begins
where the others leave off. It follows O'Neill through the door into his writing
room to give a blow-by-blow account of how he fought out in his plays his great
life battles--- love against hate, doubt against belief, life against death--- to an
ever-expanding understanding. It presents a new kinds of criticism, showing how
O'Neill's most intimate struggles worked their way to resolution through the
drama of his plays. Alexander reveals that he was engineering his own
consciousness through his plays and solving his life problems--- while the tone,
imagery, and richness of the plays all came out of the nexus of memories
summoned up by the urgency of the problems he faced in them. By the way of
O'Neill, this study moves toward a theory of the impulse that sets off a writer's
creativity, and a theory of how that impulse acts to shape a work, not only in a
dramatist like O'Neill but also in the case of writers in other meduims, and even
of painters and composers. The study begins with Desire Under the Elms because
that play's plot was consolidated by a dream that opened up the transfixing grief
that precipitated the play for O'Neill, and it ends with Days Without End when he
had resolved his major emotional-philosophical striggle and created withing
himself the voice of his final great plays. Since the analysis brings to bear on the
plays all of his concious decisions, ideas, theories, as well as the life-and-death
struggles motivating them, documenting even the final creative changes made
during rehearsals,
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Eugene O'Neill's Creative Struggles will become one of the handful of standard studies of O'Neill's life and
work. --- Frederick C. Wilkins, Editor, The Eugene O'Neill Review "A unique and extremely valuable work.
Reading this book is also a delightful experience---the imaginative quality of the scholarship is dazzling." ---
William J. Fisher, Rutgers UniversityIn Eugene O'Neill's Creative Struggle, Doris Alexander gives us a new
kind of inside biography that begins where the others leave off. It follows O'Neill through the door into his
writing room to give a blow-by-blow account of how he fought out in his plays his great life battles--- love
against hate, doubt against belief, life against death--- to an ever-expanding understanding. It presents a new
kinds of criticism, showing how O'Neill's most intimate struggles worked their way to resolution through the
drama of his plays. Alexander reveals that he was engineering his own consciousness through his plays and
solving his life problems--- while the tone, imagery, and richness of the plays all came out of the nexus of
memories summoned up by the urgency of the problems he faced in them. By the way of O'Neill, this study
moves toward a theory of the impulse that sets off a writer's creativity, and a theory of how that impulse acts
to shape a work, not only in a dramatist like O'Neill but also in the case of writers in other meduims, and
even of painters and composers. The study begins with Desire Under the Elms because that play's plot was
consolidated by a dream that opened up the transfixing grief that precipitated the play for O'Neill, and it ends
with Days Without End when he had resolved his major emotional-philosophical striggle and created withing
himself the voice of his final great plays. Since the analysis brings to bear on the plays all of his concious
decisions, ideas, theories, as well as the life-and-death struggles motivating them, documenting even the final
creative changes made during rehearsals,
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Editorial Review

Review

“Eugene O’Neill’s Creative Struggles will become one of the handful of standard studies of O’Neill’s life
and work.”

—Frederick C. Wilkins

“A unique and extremely valuable work. Reading this book is also a delightful experience—the imaginative
quality of the scholarship is dazzling.”

—William J. Fisher, Rutgers University

From the Back Cover
In Eugene O'Neill's Creative Struggle, Doris Alexander gives us a new kind of inside biography that begins
where the others leave off. It follows O'Neill through the door into his writing room to give a blow-by-blow
account of how he fought out in his plays his great life battles--love against hate, doubt against belief, life
against death--to an ever-expanding understanding. It presents a new kind of criticism, showing how
O'Neill's most intimate struggles worked their way to resolution through the drama of his plays. Alexander
reveals that he was engineering his own consciousness through his plays and solving his life problems--while
the tone, imagery, and richness of the plays all came out of the nexus of memories summoned up by the
urgency of the problems he faced in them. By way of O'Neill, this study moves toward a theory of the
impulse that sets off a writer's creativity, and a theory of how that impulse acts to shape a work, not only in a
dramatist like O'Neill but also in the case of writers in other mediums, and even of painters and composers.
The study begins with Desire Under the Elms because that play's plot was consolidated by a dream that
opened up the transfixing grief that precipitated the play for O'Neill, and it ends with Days Without End
when he had resolved his major emotional-philosophical struggle and created within himself the voice of his
final great plays. Since the analysis brings to bear on the plays all of his conscious decisions, ideas, theories,
as well as the life-and-death struggles motivating them, documenting even the final creative changes made
during rehearsals, this book provides a definitive account of the nine plays analyzed in detail (DesireUnder
the Elms, Marco Millions, The Great God Brown, Lazarus Laughed, Strange Interlude, Dynamo, Mourning
Becomes Electra, Ah, Wilderness! and Days Without End), with additional analysis of plays written before
and after.

About the Author

After teaching at the City University of New York for many years, Doris Alexander is an independent
scholar living in Italy. She is the author of, most recently, Eugene O'Neill's Creative Struggle (Penn State,
1992) and Creating Characters with Charles Dickens (Penn State, 1991).



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Chapman:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Eugene O'Neill's Creative Struggle. Try to stumble through book Eugene
O'Neill's Creative Struggle as your pal. It means that it can to get your friend when you really feel alone and
beside associated with course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The
book makes you much more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let me make
new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Gina Hill:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top list in your reading list is usually Eugene O'Neill's Creative Struggle. This book that is
qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upwards and
review this publication you can get many advantages.

Desmond Gorman:

You will get this Eugene O'Neill's Creative Struggle by browse the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or
reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are
various. Not only by simply written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In
the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose suitable ways for
you.

Anna Cooper:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book Eugene O'Neill's Creative Struggle to make
your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading skill is developing when you
just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about book
and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a book and examine it.
Beside that the reserve Eugene O'Neill's Creative Struggle can to be a newly purchased friend when you're
really feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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