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One of the most essential tools of graphic design, typography influences the
appearance of visual print materials perhaps more than any other component.
This essential book explains the processes behind creating and designing type.
Author Karen Cheng discusses issues of structure, optical compensation, and
legibility, with special emphasis given to the often overlooked relationships
between letters and shapes in font design.

The book is illustrated with numerous diagrams that demonstrate visual
principles and letter construction, ranging from informal progress sketches to
final type designs and diagrams. A wide range of classic and modern typefaces is
analyzed, including those from many premier contemporary type foundries.
Introductory essays and diagrams emphasize the history of type, the primary
systems of typeface classification, the two main proportional systems for type,
the parts of a letter, the effects of new technology on design methodology, the
optical illusions that affect density and balance in letterforms, and the differences
in form between basic serif typestyles. The book provides detailed guidelines for
creating serif and sans serif letters, numbers, punctuation, and accents.

As design clients increasingly call for original and custom typefaces, Designing
Type is a superb reference for both students and professional graphic designers.
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materials perhaps more than any other component. This essential book explains the processes behind creating
and designing type. Author Karen Cheng discusses issues of structure, optical compensation, and legibility,
with special emphasis given to the often overlooked relationships between letters and shapes in font design.

The book is illustrated with numerous diagrams that demonstrate visual principles and letter construction,
ranging from informal progress sketches to final type designs and diagrams. A wide range of classic and
modern typefaces is analyzed, including those from many premier contemporary type foundries. Introductory
essays and diagrams emphasize the history of type, the primary systems of typeface classification, the two
main proportional systems for type, the parts of a letter, the effects of new technology on design
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Karen Cheng is a graphic designer and associate professor in the visual communications program at the
University of Washington, Seattle.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sybil Moore:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the book entitled Designing Type. Try to make the book Designing Type as
your good friend. It means that it can being your friend when you experience alone and beside regarding
course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you
considerably more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let us make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.

Shawn Proctor:

This book untitled Designing Type to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that is because
when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this specific book in
the book retail store or you can order it via online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to
past this reserve from your list.

Gladys Dearth:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This book Designing Type was filled with regards to science. Spend your time
to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading
a book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era
like now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Kirk Nutter:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes



reading through, not only science book but novel and Designing Type or others sources were given expertise
for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science
reserve was created for teacher or even students especially. Those guides are helping them to put their
knowledge. In various other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Designing Type to make
your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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