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What, exactly, do children understand about the mind? And when does that
understanding first emerge? In this groundbreaking book, Karen Bartsch and
Henry Wellman answer these questions and much more by taking a probing look
at what children themselves have to tell us about their evolving conceptions of
people and their mental lives. By examining more than 200,000 everyday
conversations (sampled from ten children between the ages of two and five
years), the authors advance a comprehensive "naive theory of mind" that
incorporates both early desire and belief-desire theories to trace childhood
development through its several stages. Throughout, the book offers a splendidly
written account of extensive original findings and critical new insights that will
be eagerly read by students and researchers in developmental psychology,
cognitive psychology, philosophy, and psycholinguistics.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This is an excellent--probably the most important--publication in the field this year. The research and issues
it addresses are important, the analysis of data is very careful and detailed, the evidence is different from
most of what we have used in this field, and most of the conclusions are well supported by the authors' data
and are quite persuasive." --John Flavell, Stanford University

"The contents of the young child's mind have been the subject of speculation and inquiry for a long time.
Here, however, in this remarkable book, children as young as two years old are telling us--in their own
words--what they have in mind, and what they believe other persons have in mind as well. Karen Bartsch
and Henry Wellman have already made a major contribution to understanding how young children come to
think about the mind. Now they have listened to what young people say about what they think and what they
know, and the result is a wealth of insights into children's beliefs and desires about themselves, other
persons, and the world. It is an important achievement that cannot help but influence research and theory in
developmental psychology and educational practice for years to come. --Lois Bloom, Teachers College,
Columbia University

"Bartsch and Wellman ask when and how children come to understand people as "mentalistic," i.e. people
who think, know, want, wish, fear, hope, intend. . .Of interest to developmentalists, linguists, philosophers."
--Choice

From the Back Cover
What, exactly, do children understand about the mind? And when does that understanding first emerge? In
this groundbreaking book, Karen Bartsch and Henry Wellman answer these questions and much more by
taking a probing look at what children themselves have to tell us about their evolving conceptions of people
and their mental lives. By examining more than 200,000 everyday conversations (sampled from ten children
between the ages of two and five years), the authors advance a comprehensive "naive theory of mind" that
incorporates both early desire and belief-desire theories to trace childhood development through its several
stages. Throughout, the book offers a splendidly written account of extensive original findings and critical
new insights that will be eagerly read by students and researchers in developmental psychology, cognitive
psychology, philosophy, and psycholinguistics.

About the Author
Karen Bartsch is at University of Wyoming. Henry M. Wellman is at University of Michigan.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Edward Christensen:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take
a walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible Children
Talk About the Mind? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time
with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different
opinion?

Guadalupe Baxter:

This book untitled Children Talk About the Mind to be one of several books in which best seller in this year,
honestly, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy
this specific book in the book store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher in this book sells the
e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So
there is no reason for your requirements to past this guide from your list.

Ramona Wegener:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are
more treasured than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that.
What you must do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books.
On the list of books in the top checklist in your reading list will be Children Talk About the Mind. This book
which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking up and
review this publication you can get many advantages.

Joseph Fulkerson:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around
the world. By the book Children Talk About the Mind we can take more advantage. Don't one to be creative
people? For being creative person must choose to read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal with
your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this time book Children Talk About the Mind. You can
more attractive than now.
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