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A NOVEL

Big Fish meets The Notebook in this emotionally evocative story about aman, a
woman, and an alligator that is a moving tribute to love, from the New York
Times bestselling author of the award-winning memoir Rocket Boys—the basis of
the movie October Sky.

Elsie Lavender and Homer Hickam (the father of the author) were high school
classmates in the West Virginia coafields, graduating just as the Great
Depression began. When Homer asked for her hand, Elsie instead headed to
Orlando where she sparked with a dancing actor named Buddy Ebsen (yes, that
Buddy Ebsen). But when Buddy headed for New Y ork, Elsie’s dreams of alife
with him were crushed and eventually she found herself back in the coalfields,
married to Homer.

Unfulfilled as aminer’ swife, Elsie was reminded of her carefree days with
Buddy every day because of his unusual wedding gift: an alligator named Albert
sheraised in the only bathroom in the house. When Albert scared Homer by
grabbing his pants, he gave Elsie an ultimatum: “ Me or that alligator!” After
giving it some thought, Elsie concluded there was only one thing to do: Carry
Albert home.

Carrying Albert Home is the funny, sweet, and sometimes tragic tale of ayoung
couple and a special aligator on a crazy 1,000-mile adventure. Told with the
warmth and down-home charm that made Rocket Boys a beloved bestseller,
Homer Hickam’srollicking tale is ultimately a testament to that strange and
marvelous emotion we inadequately call love.
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Hickam

Big Fish meets The Notebook in this emotionally evocative story about a man, awoman, and an aligator that
isamoving tribute to love, from the New York Times bestselling author of the award-winning memoir Rocket
Boys—the basis of the movie October Sky.

Elsie Lavender and Homer Hickam (the father of the author) were high school classmates in the West
Virginia coalfields, graduating just as the Great Depression began. When Homer asked for her hand, Elsie
instead headed to Orlando where she sparked with a dancing actor named Buddy Ebsen (yes, that Buddy
Ebsen). But when Buddy headed for New Y ork, Elsie’ s dreams of alife with him were crushed and
eventually she found herself back in the coalfields, married to Homer.

Unfulfilled as aminer’ s wife, Elsie was reminded of her carefree days with Buddy every day because of his
unusual wedding gift: an alligator named Albert she raised in the only bathroom in the house. When Albert
scared Homer by grabbing his pants, he gave Elsie an ultimatum: “ Me or that alligator!” After giving it
some thought, Elsie concluded there was only one thing to do: Carry Albert home.

Carrying Albert Home is the funny, sweet, and sometimes tragic tale of ayoung couple and a specia
aligator on a crazy 1,000-mile adventure. Told with the warmth and down-home charm that made Rocket
Boys a beloved bestseller, Homer Hickam’ s rollicking tale is ultimately a testament to that strange and
marvelous emotion we inadequately call love.
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Editorial Review

Review

“An intentionally improbable, bizarre trip through Southern Americanathat is...an amalgam of fact and an
amost Walter Mitty-esgue degree of fancy, evoking (because of the deadly yet indispensable animal) Life of
Pi and (because of the trope of life as journey) Huckleberry Finn.” (BookPage)

“An entertaining memoir-like fantasy adventure/family tribute/love story.” (Florida Times-Union)

“Must-read... A funny yet tragic tale of a husband and wife's car journey across the US with Albert the
aligator intow. Yes, really.” (Marie Claire (UK))

“A lifetime of adventures — meeting John Steinbeck, witnessing industrial rebellions, joining the coast guard
and experiencing a hurricane — are condensed into one epic journey. It's utterly charming, exploring the ups
and downs of love and marriage, and celebrating eccentricity.” (The Scotsman)

“Great memoirs must balance the universal and the particular...In his debut, Hickam...waksthe line
beautifully...No matter how jaded readers have become by the onslaught of memoirs, none will want to miss
the fantastic voyage of BCMA, Auk and Coalwood.” (Publishers Weekly on Rocket Boys)

“Recalling alost era, the transition between small-town life and the dawning of the new technological age,
he brings his American hometown to life with vivid images, appealing characters and considerable literary
magic.” (Publishers Weekly on The Coalwood Way)

“Homer Hickam weaves together family lore, historical accuracies, comedy and atouch of sadness... Itis
those blurred lines between truth, the unreliability of memories and the way stories become stretched and
exaggerated over time that give this novel its charm.” (Associated Press)

“In all of its romance, humor, swashbuckling action, heartwarming affection, and tear-jerking sadness,
CARRYING ALBERT HOME, inaword, isfantastic.” (Florida Book Review)

From the Back Cover

Big Fish meets The Notebook in this emotionally evocative story about a man, awoman, and an aligator that
isamoving tribute to love, from the New York Times bestselling author of the award-winning memoir Rocket
Boys—the basis of the movie October Sky.

Elsie Lavender and Homer Hickam (the father of the author) were high school classmatesin the West
Virginia coafields, graduating just as the Great Depression began. When Homer asked for her hand, Elsie
instead headed to Orlando where she sparked with a dancing actor named Buddy Ebsen (yes, that Buddy
Ebsen). But when Buddy headed for New Y ork, Elsie’ s dreams of alife with him were crushed and
eventually she found herself back in the coalfields, married to Homer.

Unfulfilled as aminer’' s wife, Elsie was reminded of her carefree days with Buddy every day because of his
unusual wedding gift: an alligator named Albert she raised in the only bathroom in the house. When Albert
scared Homer by grabbing his pants, he gave Elsie an ultimatum: “ Me or that alligator!” After giving it



some thought, Elsie concluded there was only one thing to do: Carry Albert home.

Carrying Albert Home is the funny, sweet, and sometimes tragic tale of ayoung couple and a special
aligator on a crazy 1,000-mile adventure. Told with the warmth and down-home charm that made Rocket
Boys a beloved bestseller, Homer Hickam’ s rollicking tale is ultimately a testament to that strange and
marvel ous emotion we inadequately call love.

About the Author

Homer Hickam (also known as Homer H. Hickam, Jr.) is the bestselling and award-winning author of many
books, including the #1 New York Times memoir Rocket Boys, which was adapted into the popular film
October SKky. A writer since grade school, heis also a Vietnam veteran, aformer coal miner, a scuba
instructor, an avid amateur paleontologist, and aretired engineer. He lives in Alabama and the Virgin
Islands.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Linda Amos;

This book untitled Carrying Albert Home: The Somewhat True Story of A Man, His Wife, and Her Alligator
to be one of severa books that best seller in this year, thisis because when you read this publication you can
get alot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it
by means of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this
book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from
your list.

David Patton:

The publication untitled Carrying Albert Home: The Somewhat True Story of A Man, His Wife, and Her
Alligator isthe book that recommended to you you just read. Y ou can see the quality of the e-book content
that will be shown to you. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
copy writer was did alot of research when write the book, hence the information that they share to your
account is absolutely accurate. Y ou also might get the e-book of Carrying Albert Home: The Somewhat True
Story of A Man, His Wife, and Her Alligator from the publisher to make you far more enjoy freetime.

Mary Kidd:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Carrying Albert Home: The
Somewhat True Story of A Man, His Wife, and Her Alligator e-book written by well-known writer who
knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question
Carrying Albert Home: The Somewhat True Story of A Man, His Wife, and Her Alligator as good book not
simply by the cover but also from the content. This is one e-book that can break don't ascertain book by its
deal with, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this specific! ? Oh come on your reading sixth



sense already aerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Ada Peter son:

Y ou can obtain this Carrying Albert Home: The Somewhat True Story of A Man, His Wife, and Her
Alligator by browse the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve issue if
you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by simply written or
printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just
looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal
ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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