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This is a study of the British state's generation, suppression and manipulation of
news to further foreign policy goals during the early Cold War. Bribing editors,
blackballing "unreliable" journalists, creating instant media experts through
provision of carefully edited "inside information", and exploiting the global
media system to plant propaganda--disguised as news--around the world: these
were all methods used by the British to try to convince the international public of
Soviet deceit and criminality and thus gain support for anti-Soviet policies at
home and abroad.

Britain's shaky international position heightened the importance of propaganda.
The Soviets and Americans were investing heavily in propaganda to win the
"hearts and minds" of the world and substitute for increasingly unthinkable
nuclear war. The British exploited and enhanced their media power and
propaganda expertise to keep up with the superpowers and preserve their own
global influence at a time when British economic, political and military power
was sharply declining. This activity directly influenced domestic media relations,
as officials used British media to launder foreign-bound propaganda and to create
the desired images of British "public opinion" for foreign audiences.

By the early 1950s censorship waned but covert propaganda had become
addictive. The endless tension of the Cold War normalized what had previously
been abnormal state involvement in the media, and led it to use similar tools
against Egyptian nationalists, Irish republicans and British leftists. Much more
recently, official manipulation of news about Iraq indicates that a behind-the-
scenes examination of state propaganda's earlier days is highly relevant.

John Jenks draws heavily on recently declassified archival material for this book,
especially files of the Foreign Office's anti-Communist Information Research
Department (IRD) propaganda agency, and the papers of key media
organisations, journalists, politicians and officials. Readers will therefore gain a
greater understanding of the depth of the state's power with the media at a time
when concerns about propaganda and media manipulation are once again at the
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This is a study of the British state's generation, suppression and manipulation of news to further foreign
policy goals during the early Cold War. Bribing editors, blackballing "unreliable" journalists, creating instant
media experts through provision of carefully edited "inside information", and exploiting the global media
system to plant propaganda--disguised as news--around the world: these were all methods used by the British
to try to convince the international public of Soviet deceit and criminality and thus gain support for anti-
Soviet policies at home and abroad.

Britain's shaky international position heightened the importance of propaganda. The Soviets and Americans
were investing heavily in propaganda to win the "hearts and minds" of the world and substitute for
increasingly unthinkable nuclear war. The British exploited and enhanced their media power and propaganda
expertise to keep up with the superpowers and preserve their own global influence at a time when British
economic, political and military power was sharply declining. This activity directly influenced domestic
media relations, as officials used British media to launder foreign-bound propaganda and to create the
desired images of British "public opinion" for foreign audiences.

By the early 1950s censorship waned but covert propaganda had become addictive. The endless tension of
the Cold War normalized what had previously been abnormal state involvement in the media, and led it to
use similar tools against Egyptian nationalists, Irish republicans and British leftists. Much more recently,
official manipulation of news about Iraq indicates that a behind-the-scenes examination of state propaganda's
earlier days is highly relevant.

John Jenks draws heavily on recently declassified archival material for this book, especially files of the
Foreign Office's anti-Communist Information Research Department (IRD) propaganda agency, and the
papers of key media organisations, journalists, politicians and officials. Readers will therefore gain a greater
understanding of the depth of the state's power with the media at a time when concerns about propaganda
and media manipulation are once again at the fore.
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Editorial Review

Review

This book makes a valuable, empirically rich contribution to studies of the media and the state in the United
Kingdom.

(Thomas P. O'Malley H-Albion)

About the Author

John Jenks is Associate Professor in the Department of Communication Arts at the Dominican University,
USA

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Karen Imes:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book British Propaganda and News Media in the Cold
War (International Communications EUP). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given
that we know about how is important a new book British Propaganda and News Media in the Cold War
(International Communications EUP). You can add information and of course you can around the world by a
book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can recognize everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you may know
that. In this era, we can easily open a book as well as searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You
need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Amy Hewitt:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great along with important the book British Propaganda and News Media
in the Cold War (International Communications EUP). All type of book can you see on many options. You
can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Robert Nichols:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this British Propaganda and News Media in the
Cold War (International Communications EUP) reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how
to make book that may be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner for you,



dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question British
Propaganda and News Media in the Cold War (International Communications EUP) as good book not merely
by the cover but also from the content. This is one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by its include,
so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense
already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Janie Williams:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book British Propaganda and News Media in the
Cold War (International Communications EUP) to make your reading is interesting. Your current skill of
reading ability is developing when you like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it
and mingle the sensation about book and studying especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to
available a book and examine it. Beside that the publication British Propaganda and News Media in the Cold
War (International Communications EUP) can to be your brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and
confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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