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American Law in a Global Context is an elegant and erudite introduction to the
American legal system from a global perspective. It covers the law and lawyering
tools taught in the first year of law school, explaining the underlying concepts
and techniques of the common law used in U.S. legal practice. The ideas central
to the development and practice of American law, as well as constitutional law,
contracts, property, criminal law, and courtroom procedure, are all presented in
their historical and intellectual contexts, accessible to the novice but with insight
that will inform the expert. Actual cases illuminate each major subject, engaging
readers in the legal process and the arguments between real people that make
American law an ever-evolving system.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This book is essential reading for all 'thinking' students and lawyers, both inside and outside the United
States, who want to understand the place of American law in the great legal traditions of the West. The
authors brilliantly identify the central themes, develop them with comparative commentary, and make the
most difficult issues accessible to the uninitiated."
--The Honourable Claire L'Heureux Dubé (retired), Canadian Supreme Court

"American Law in a Global Context: The Basics is a uniquely comprehensive introduction to the American
legal system. From common law to constitutional law, the book takes the reader through the building blocks
and provides just the right amount of historical and theoretical context. I highly recommend this book to
anyone looking for a crash-course in American public, private, and criminal law."
--The Hon. Alex Kozinski

"American Law in a Global Context is an ideal introduction for LL.M.'s to the study of American law, as
well as for United States undergraduates and foreign law students. It is lucidly organized, elegantly written,
and exceedingly accurate in its details."
--Daniel R. Coquillette, Director, Harvard Law School History Project

"American Law in a Global Context examines the foundations and evolution of common law in the United
States, with an explicit focus on an audience not familiar with these aspects.... In conclusion, I believe this is
a well-written volume that accomplishes its stated goal--to help familiarize readers with the American
common law. It is a text that I will strongly encourage my students to read, if they wish to pursue a legal
education."
--The Law and Politics Book Review

"This book is particularly valuable in its use of legal materials from outside the United States as a way of
introducing readers to United States law. The materials are consistently thought-provoking as well as
informative."
--Mark Tushnet, author of Comparative Constitutional Law

"A challenging case book for foreign laywers. The case method, while frustrating at first to forign students,
will ultimately help them to build their skills in the common law method. ...Exposure to actual cases provides
these students with a deeper understanding of how Americans approach law and also confers the benefit of
enabling them to be more successful on law school exams, including the bar examination. Fletcher and



Sheppard's work is an important contribution to pedagogy and to the resources available to those of us who
teach U.S. law to students from abroad." --American Journal of Comparative Law

About the Author
George P. Fletcher is the Cardozo Professor Jurisprudence at Columbia University School of Law. He is the
author of many works on the U.S. Constitution and legal theory, and has taught his comparative introduction
to American law course to lawyers from universities throughout the world.Steve Sheppard is a law professor
at the University of Arkansas. He has written widely on legal history and legal philosophy and recently
edited The Selected Writings and Speeches of Sir Edward Coke, a founder of modern common law.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ronald Finch:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled American Law in a Global Context: The Basics. Try to the actual book
American Law in a Global Context: The Basics as your friend. It means that it can for being your friend
when you feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
you. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So ,
let's make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Linda Porter:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different
you can read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a book. The book American Law in a Global Context: The Basics it is rather good to
read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In the
event you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore
easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book features high
quality.

Guadalupe Baum:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled
American Law in a Global Context: The Basics your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging just
about every word written in a e-book then become one application form conclusion and explanation this
maybe you never get previous to. The American Law in a Global Context: The Basics giving you yet another
experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful information for your better life with



this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your body and mind is going to be pleased when
you are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time
activity?

Charles Barton:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When
you examine a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as
well as soon. The American Law in a Global Context: The Basics provide you with new experience in
studying a book.
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