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Adam Smith is popularly regarded as the ideological forefather of laissez-faire
capitalism, while Rousseau is seen as the passionate advocate of the life of virtue
in small, harmonious communities and as a sharp critic of the ills of commercial
society. But, in fact, Smith had many of the same worries about commercial
society that Rousseau did and was strongly influenced by his critique.

In this first book-length comparative study of these leading eighteenth-century
thinkers, Dennis Rasmussen highlights Smith’s sympathy with Rousseau’s
concerns and analyzes in depth the ways in which Smith crafted his arguments to
defend commercial society against these charges. These arguments, Rasmussen
emphasizes, were pragmatic in nature, not ideological: it was Smith’s view that,
all things considered, commercial society offered more benefits than the
alternatives.

Just because of this pragmatic orientation, Smith’s approach can be useful to us
in assessing the pros and cons of commercial society today and thus contributes
to a debate that is too much dominated by both dogmatic critics and doctrinaire
champions of our modern commercial society.
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Adam Smith is popularly regarded as the ideological forefather of laissez-faire capitalism, while Rousseau is
seen as the passionate advocate of the life of virtue in small, harmonious communities and as a sharp critic of
the ills of commercial society. But, in fact, Smith had many of the same worries about commercial society
that Rousseau did and was strongly influenced by his critique.

In this first book-length comparative study of these leading eighteenth-century thinkers, Dennis Rasmussen
highlights Smith’s sympathy with Rousseau’s concerns and analyzes in depth the ways in which Smith
crafted his arguments to defend commercial society against these charges. These arguments, Rasmussen
emphasizes, were pragmatic in nature, not ideological: it was Smith’s view that, all things considered,
commercial society offered more benefits than the alternatives.

Just because of this pragmatic orientation, Smith’s approach can be useful to us in assessing the pros and
cons of commercial society today and thus contributes to a debate that is too much dominated by both
dogmatic critics and doctrinaire champions of our modern commercial society.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Dennis Rasmussen has written a fine book on Adam Smith’s defense of commercial society as a response to
Rousseau. As Rasmussen demonstrates, Smith not only took Rousseau’s critique of commercial society
seriously but also evinced a surprising degree of sympathy with it. By reviving Smith’s dialogue with
Rousseau, Rasmussen examines an important episode in the history of political thought and engages a debate
over the benefits and drawbacks of commercial society that continues today.”

—John T. Scott, University of California, Davis

“We have hitherto lacked a systematic and sophisticated book-length analysis of the relation between Smith
and Rousseau. These two near-contemporaries addressed many of the same issues—such as the emergence
of capitalism, the relation between the free market and morals, the relation of commerce to politics, the
nature of sympathy or empathy, and the relation of the philosopher to the modern liberal order—and yet
often came to opposing conclusions. Dennis Rasmussen’s beautifully written book will be important reading
for anyone concerned with these two figures and, more broadly, the Enlightenment and its critics.”

—Charles Griswold, Boston University

“We have hitherto lacked a systematic and sophisticated book-length analysis of the relation between Smith
and Rousseau. . . . Dennis Rasmussen’s beautifully written book will be important reading for anyone
concerned with these two figures, and more broadly the Enlightenment and its critics.”

—Charles Griswold, Boston University

“Rasmussen has produced a concise, carefully organized, and insightful work that illuminates the thought of
Rousseau and Adam Smith.”

—M. Coulter, Choice

“In this lucidly written study, Dennis Rasmussen argues that a comprehensive consideration of Adam Smith
must engage with the question of Jean-Jacques Rousseau’s influence. And while others have already
suggested this influence, Rasmussen offers what will likely be the definitive account of Smith’s grappling
with Rousseau for years to come. He presents systematic and compelling evidence to defend the hypothesis



that Smith was deeply affected by Rousseau’s deconstruction of commercial society.”

—David Lay Williams, Political Studies Review

“Rasmussen’s short but elegant book is about the relationship between Adam Smith and Rousseau, a
relationship about which, Rasmussen notes, only a ‘handful’ of articles and book chapters have been written.
Rasmussen’s book will surely go a long way towards filling this scholarly gap, although it certainly will not
(and probably should not) be the last word on the subject.”

—Chad Flanders, Erasmus Journal for Philosophy and Economics

About the Author

Dennis C. Rasmussen is Assistant Professor of Political Science at the University of Houston.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sarah Fernandez:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Problems and Promise of Commercial Society:
Adam Smith's Response to Rousseau as your daily resource information.

Charles Collier:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this The
Problems and Promise of Commercial Society: Adam Smith's Response to Rousseau.

Mike Hart:

Beside this kind of The Problems and Promise of Commercial Society: Adam Smith's Response to Rousseau



in your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged
people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The Problems and Promise of Commercial Society:
Adam Smith's Response to Rousseau because this book offers to you readable information. Do you at times
have book but you do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this
in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book and also read it from currently!

Susan Arnold:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen will need book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those publications
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By
book The Problems and Promise of Commercial Society: Adam Smith's Response to Rousseau we can take
more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must like to read a book.
Simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with
this book The Problems and Promise of Commercial Society: Adam Smith's Response to Rousseau. You can
more inviting than now.
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