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Georg Guillemin’s visionary approach to the work of Western novelist Cormac
McCarthy combines an overall survey of McCarthy’s eight novels in print with a
comprehensive analysis of the author’s evolving ecopastoralism. Using in-depth
textual interpretations, Guillemin argues that even McCarthy’s early work is
characterized less by traditional nostalgia for a lost pastoral order than by a
radically egalitarian land ethic that prefigures today’s ecopastoral tendencies in
Western American writing.

The study shows that more than any of the other landscapes evoked by
McCarthy, the Southwestern desert becomes the stage for his dramatizations of a
wild sense of the pastoral. McCarthy’s fourth novel, Suttree, which is the only
one set inside an urban environment, is used in the introductory chapter to
discuss the relevant compositional aspects of his fiction and the methodology of
the chapters to come.

The main part of the study devotes chapters to McCarthy’s Southern novels, his
keystone work Blood Meridian, and the Western novels known as the Border
Trilogy. The concluding chapter discusses the broader context of American
pastoralism and suggests that McCarthy’s ecopastoralism is animistic rather than
environmentalist in character.

Guillemin shows that the very popular Border Trilogy takes McCarthy’s
ecopastoralism to its culmination, although this is often overlooked precisely
because of the simplicity of the plots—picaresque quests. As the trilogy arranges
its plots as a search for a life of pastoral harmony (All the Pretty Horses),
envisions a nomadic version of pastoral (The Crossing), and experiences the
foreclosure of the pastoral vision anywhere (Cities of the Plain), the trilogy as a
whole tacitly acknowledges the obsolescence of utopian pastoralism.
Increasingly, man ceases to be the dominant focus of narration, so that the shift
from an egocentric to an ecocentric sense of self marks both the heroes and
narrators of McCarthy’s novels.
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Georg Guillemin’s visionary approach to the work of Western novelist Cormac McCarthy combines an
overall survey of McCarthy’s eight novels in print with a comprehensive analysis of the author’s evolving
ecopastoralism. Using in-depth textual interpretations, Guillemin argues that even McCarthy’s early work is
characterized less by traditional nostalgia for a lost pastoral order than by a radically egalitarian land ethic
that prefigures today’s ecopastoral tendencies in Western American writing.

The study shows that more than any of the other landscapes evoked by McCarthy, the Southwestern desert
becomes the stage for his dramatizations of a wild sense of the pastoral. McCarthy’s fourth novel, Suttree,
which is the only one set inside an urban environment, is used in the introductory chapter to discuss the
relevant compositional aspects of his fiction and the methodology of the chapters to come.

The main part of the study devotes chapters to McCarthy’s Southern novels, his keystone work Blood
Meridian, and the Western novels known as the Border Trilogy. The concluding chapter discusses the
broader context of American pastoralism and suggests that McCarthy’s ecopastoralism is animistic rather
than environmentalist in character.

Guillemin shows that the very popular Border Trilogy takes McCarthy’s ecopastoralism to its culmination,
although this is often overlooked precisely because of the simplicity of the plots—picaresque quests. As the
trilogy arranges its plots as a search for a life of pastoral harmony (All the Pretty Horses), envisions a
nomadic version of pastoral (The Crossing), and experiences the foreclosure of the pastoral vision anywhere
(Cities of the Plain), the trilogy as a whole tacitly acknowledges the obsolescence of utopian pastoralism.
Increasingly, man ceases to be the dominant focus of narration, so that the shift from an egocentric to an
ecocentric sense of self marks both the heroes and narrators of McCarthy’s novels.
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Editorial Review

Review

“. . . making a genuine contribution to the rather new field of McCarthy studies. I find it to be interesting,
original, ambitious, sometimes brilliant. Any one of the three focuses of his argument would have made an
excellent and fruitful topic; that Guillemin is able to show the symbiosis among them is just that much more
impressive and valuable.” --Dianne C. Luce, Midlands Technical College
(Dianne C. Luce, Midlands Technical College)

About the Author

Georg Guillemin received his Ph.D. in American literature from the Free University in Berlin. He wrote the
first dissertation on Cormac McCarthy in Germany and in 1998 hosted the first European Conference on
Cormac McCarthy in Berlin. He currently lives in Berlin and works as a freelance translator, photographer,
and writer.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Fabiola Gaylor:

This The Pastoral Vision of Cormac McCarthy (Tarleton State University Southwestern Studies in the
Humanities) book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have
by reading this book is definitely information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get info which is
getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This The Pastoral Vision of Cormac McCarthy
(Tarleton State University Southwestern Studies in the Humanities) without we understand teach the one
who examining it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The Pastoral Vision
of Cormac McCarthy (Tarleton State University Southwestern Studies in the Humanities) can bring if you
are and not make your case space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in the lovely
laptop even telephone. This The Pastoral Vision of Cormac McCarthy (Tarleton State University
Southwestern Studies in the Humanities) having fine arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will
not feel uninterested in reading.

Kimberly Langdon:

The experience that you get from The Pastoral Vision of Cormac McCarthy (Tarleton State University
Southwestern Studies in the Humanities) is a more deep you searching the information that hide inside the
words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but The
Pastoral Vision of Cormac McCarthy (Tarleton State University Southwestern Studies in the Humanities)
giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in a number of way that can be
understood simply by anyone who read this because the author of this book is well-known enough. This kind
of book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this kind of The Pastoral Vision



of Cormac McCarthy (Tarleton State University Southwestern Studies in the Humanities) instantly.

Melvin Schroeder:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled The Pastoral Vision of Cormac McCarthy (Tarleton State University Southwestern Studies in the
Humanities) your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe
mysterious for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a reserve then
become one application form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get prior to. The The Pastoral
Vision of Cormac McCarthy (Tarleton State University Southwestern Studies in the Humanities) giving you
yet another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful information for your
better life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind is
going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Clarence Frey:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. By
book The Pastoral Vision of Cormac McCarthy (Tarleton State University Southwestern Studies in the
Humanities) we can get more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? For being creative
person must love to read a book. Just choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt
to change your life with that book The Pastoral Vision of Cormac McCarthy (Tarleton State University
Southwestern Studies in the Humanities). You can more desirable than now.
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