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Commissioned by the Cabinet Office and using hitherto untapped British
Government records, this book presents an in-depth analysis of the successful
project of 1986-94.

This is a vivid portrayal of the complexities of quadripartite decision-making
(two countries, plus the public and private sectors), revealing new insights into
the role of the British and French Governments in the process. This important
book, written by Britain’s leading transport historian, will be essential reading for
all those interested in PPPs, British and European economic history and
international relations.

The building of the Channel Tunnel has been one of Europe’s major projects and
a testimony to British-French and public-private sector collaboration. However,
Eurotunnel’s current financial crisis provides a sobering backcloth for an
examination of the British Government’s long-term flirtation with the project,
and, in particular, the earlier Tunnel project in the 1960s and early 1970s, which
was abandoned by the British Government in 1975.
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Editorial Review

Review

'The work is scholary and well-referenced. It opens the reader's eyes to the complexity of planning,
negotiating and implementing a truly major project that has changed our whole relationship with the
Continent.' - modern-railways.com

'As the President of the Swiss Federal Railways said on a visit to the tunnel in 1997.' This is the work
of the century.' Mr Gourvish has done us proud with his account.' - Journal of the Railway and Canal
Historical Society

'In his account of that most recent 40-year phase, Terry Gourvish has successfully blended treatment
of the technical and political issues with close attention to the economic problems. Meanwhile, an
amusing selection of newspaper cartoons injects welcome attention to the popular hopes and fears
aroused by the tunnel. This combination makes for such a thorough account of the British side of
debates that it is hard to imagine there is much else to be said about the project on this side of the
channel.' - Economic History Society 2007, Economic History Review, 60, 1 (2007)

About the Author
Terry Gourvish is Director of the Business History Unit, London School of Economics and Political Science.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alberto Meyer:

The publication with title The Official History of Britain and the Channel Tunnel (Government Official
History Series) posesses a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this
book. This specific book exist new understanding the information that exist in this book represented the
condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world.
This particular book will bring you within new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your
smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Gary Simms:

The Official History of Britain and the Channel Tunnel (Government Official History Series) can be one of
your basic books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing The Official History of Britain and the Channel Tunnel (Government Official History
Series) however doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource
details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand new



stage of crucial contemplating.

Helen Jackson:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this book. This The Official History of Britain and the
Channel Tunnel (Government Official History Series) is simple to create you can read it in the area, in the
beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include much space to bring the particular printed book, you
can buy typically the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Lynn Gallagher:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This The Official History of Britain and the Channel Tunnel
(Government Official History Series) can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book
you have factor that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This particular book
can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that probably your friend
doesn't recognize, by knowing more than different make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have
The Official History of Britain and the Channel Tunnel (Government Official History Series).
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