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In 1958, Ayn Rand, already the world-famous author of such bestselling books
as Atlas Shrugged and The Fountainhead, gave a private series of
extemporaneous lectures in her own living room on the art of fiction. Tore
Boeckmann and Leonard Peikoff for the first time now bring readers the edited
transcript of these exciting personal statements. The Art of Fiction offers
invaluable lessons, in which Rand analyzes the four essential elements of fiction:
theme, plot, characterization, and style. She demonstrates her ideas by dissecting
her best-known works, as well as those of other famous authors, such as Thomas
Wolfe, Sinclair Lewis, and Victor Hugo. An historic accomplishment, this
compendium will be a unique and fascinating resource for both writers and
readers of fiction.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
In 1958, a year after the publication of Atlas Shrugged, Ayn Rand gathered a group of student readers and
writers in her living room for a series of 12 four-hour lectures about fiction. The Art of Fiction evolved from
that course. Though Rand's Romantic Manifesto was also partly based on the same lecture series, this book
omits (for the most part) Rand's discussions of other art forms. Its gist is a case for fiction that is "Romantic"
(deriving from a belief in free will) rather than "Naturalistic" (allowing for fate).

It is hard to be ambivalent about Ayn Rand. Rand spoke in absolutes, and either you buy it or you don't.
There is plenty of fiber and nutritious material in this book, but the Rand agnostic may find it hard to digest.
Rand's ego is enormous and her dismissiveness petty most every step of the way. "In regard to precision of
language," says Rand, who uses her work throughout the book to exemplify her points, "I think I myself am
the best writer today." But woe to any other author, excluding Victor Hugo, Mickey Spillane, and, with
reservations, Dostoyevsky. "To see how not to write," advises Rand, "read [Thomas Wolfe's] descriptive
passages." Sinclair Lewis, she says, is a "perceptive but superficial observer." James Joyce? "He is worse
than Gertrude Stein. ...He uses words from different languages, makes up some words of his own, and calls
that literature."

Still, Rand does have some useful things to say to the fiction writer. Perhaps most important is her emphatic
belief in the concrete. "In order to be completely free with words," she intones, "you must know countless
concretes under your abstractions." It is only the concrete, she adds, that will lead the reader to your
abstractions, your themes. Along related lines, Rand believes firmly that "If a writer feels that he was unable
fully to express what he wanted to express, it means that he did not know clearly what he wanted to
express"--no more blaming it on writer's block for you! And remember: "A good style is one that conveys
the most with the greatest economy of words." This means that "when you draw a character, everything that
you say about him acquires significance by the mere fact of being included in your story." The bottom line is
that "Art is selectivity." --Jane Steinberg

About the Author
Born February 2, 1905, Ayn Rand published her first novel, We the Living, in 1936. Anthem followed in
1938. It was with the publication of The Fountainhead (1943) and Atlas Shrugged (1957) that she achieved
her spectacular success. Rand’s unique philosophy, Objectivism, has gained a worldwide audience. The
fundamentals of her philosophy are put forth in three nonfiction books, Introduction to Objectivist
Epistemology, The Virtues of Selfishness, and Capitalism: The Unknown Ideal. They are all available in
Signet editions, as is the magnificent statement of her artistic credo, The Romantic Manifesto.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Paul Gay:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading whatever
they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't like reading a
book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well,



probably you will need this The Art of Fiction: A Guide for Writers and Readers.

Linda Sandoval:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled The Art
of Fiction: A Guide for Writers and Readers? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You understand beside
you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its
opinion or you have various other opinion?

Jack Rolfes:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
The Art of Fiction: A Guide for Writers and Readers, you are able to tells your family, friends and soon
about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

Ernestine Biggs:

The Art of Fiction: A Guide for Writers and Readers can be one of your beginner books that are good idea.
We all recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The
writer giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Art of Fiction: A
Guide for Writers and Readers but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest along with
based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can drawn you
into fresh stage of crucial thinking.
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