
Ressentiment: Reflections on Mimetic Desire
and Society (Breakthroughs in Mimetic
Theory)

By Stefano Tomelleri

Ressentiment: Reflections on Mimetic Desire and Society (Breakthroughs in
Mimetic Theory) By Stefano Tomelleri

This book is a response to Friedrich Nietzsche’s provocative question: How
much and how does ressentiment condition our daily life? During the twentieth
century we witnessed veritable eruptions of this insidious emotion, and we are
still witnesses of its proliferation at various levels of society. This book aims to
explore, according to René Girard’s mimetic theory, the anthropological and
social assumptions that make up ressentiment and to investigate its genesis. The
analysis of ressentiment shows that this emotion evolves from mimetic desire: it
is an affective experience that people have when a rival denies them
opportunities or valuable resources (including status) that they consider to be
socially accessible. It is a specific figure of mimetic desire that is typical of
contemporary society, where the equality that is proclaimed at the level of values
contrasts with striking inequalities of power and access to material resources.
This dichotomy generates increasing tension between highly competitive and
egalitarian mimetic desires and growing social inequalities. The ressentiment is
ambiguous, and its ambiguity is that of mimetic desire itself, which we cannot
dismiss from our lives. In that it provides occasions of conflict and baseness,
ressentiment can fuel violence, discord, and injustice, but it also can open
opportunities for growth and justice, and for inventing institutions that are better
adapted to the transformations of our contemporary society.
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This book is a response to Friedrich Nietzsche’s provocative question: How much and how does
ressentiment condition our daily life? During the twentieth century we witnessed veritable eruptions of this
insidious emotion, and we are still witnesses of its proliferation at various levels of society. This book aims
to explore, according to René Girard’s mimetic theory, the anthropological and social assumptions that make
up ressentiment and to investigate its genesis. The analysis of ressentiment shows that this emotion evolves
from mimetic desire: it is an affective experience that people have when a rival denies them opportunities or
valuable resources (including status) that they consider to be socially accessible. It is a specific figure of
mimetic desire that is typical of contemporary society, where the equality that is proclaimed at the level of
values contrasts with striking inequalities of power and access to material resources. This dichotomy
generates increasing tension between highly competitive and egalitarian mimetic desires and growing social
inequalities. The ressentiment is ambiguous, and its ambiguity is that of mimetic desire itself, which we
cannot dismiss from our lives. In that it provides occasions of conflict and baseness, ressentiment can fuel
violence, discord, and injustice, but it also can open opportunities for growth and justice, and for inventing
institutions that are better adapted to the transformations of our contemporary society.
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Editorial Review

Review

“This is an important book because it clarifies mimetic theory’s take on Friedrich Nietzsche, Max Scheler,
and resentment, a key topic in the work of René Girard. I also like Tomelleri’s political application that
reflects on Italy’s Lega Nord. The book is brilliantly clear and wonderful to read.”
—Wolfgang Palaver, author of René Girard’s Mimetic Theory
 

About the Author

Stefano Tomelleri is Professor of Sociology in the Department of Human and Social Sciences at University
of Bergamo, Italy. He is Deputy Director of Center for Young and Family Enterprise (CYFE) at University
of Bergamo.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Cleveland:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book Ressentiment: Reflections on
Mimetic Desire and Society (Breakthroughs in Mimetic Theory). All type of book is it possible to see on
many options. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Marc Starr:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How people
have to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book.
Examining a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Ressentiment:
Reflections on Mimetic Desire and Society (Breakthroughs in Mimetic Theory) book as this book offers you
rich info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it
everbody knows.

Jose Wilson:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a lot
of information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with their story or



their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them
is this Ressentiment: Reflections on Mimetic Desire and Society (Breakthroughs in Mimetic Theory).

Dale Fain:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this time,
many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this
Ressentiment: Reflections on Mimetic Desire and Society (Breakthroughs in Mimetic Theory) can make you
feel more interested to read.
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