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This study examines how Japanese policy toward Middle East security issues is
shaped by the need to both maintain Japan’s security alliance with the US and its
oil relationship with states in the Middle East. Yukiko Miyagi introduces the
historic roots of Japan’s policy, and then focuses on the major contemporary
cases – the Iraq war, the Iranian nuclear crisis, and the Arab-Israeli conflict, to
expose and explain how clashing interests and dilemmas were negotiated to
arrive at policy outcomes.

The author also sheds light on the utility of mainstream International Relations
theories for understanding Japan’s behaviour. How do we understand the policy
of a self-declared ‘anti-militarist’ state forced to operate in a realist world and for
whom energy supplies are a matter of vital national security? This study shows
how neither realism nor its rivals, such as constructivism, can wholly explain
Japan’s behaviour and suggests a theoretical framework for doing so.

Filling a major gap in our understanding of an increasingly important area of
study Japan’s Middle East Security Policy is an essential read for those interested
in Japan’s International Relations, Middle East politics, security studies and
foreign policy.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Yukiko Miyagi's volume fills a major gap in the literature on Japan's relations with the Middle East. This
volume makes a major contribution in expanding our theoretical understanding of Japan's engagement of the
region, by providing an integrated framework of analysis combining international systemic factors, US-Japan
alliance considerations, and domestic norms and policy processes. It provides splendid and up-to-date
empirical detail on Japan's reaction to security issues in the Middle East involving energy, nuclear and other
security issues. This book is an essential read for scholars and students interested in Japan's ties with the
Middle East and its emerging global security role."

Dr Christopher W. Hughes, Reader (Associate Professor). University of Warwick, UK

"This is the first work seriously undertaken on Japan's policy toward the Middle East. Miyagi's book is the
best work ever in this field, showing how various patterns of Japan's policy are shaped in the condition when
it is torn between the Middle East and the US, with deep theoretical analysis and rich empirical data. Her
work contributes greatly to understand Japan-Middle East relations and opens a new frontier to study the
Japanese foreign policy."
Keiko SAKAI, Professor, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies, Japan

"This book is a valuable addition to the study of Japanese foreign policy making. It offers comprehensive
analyses of the shift in Japan's Middle East policy from the traditional pro-Arab attitude based on its energy-
vulnerability to the proactive support to the United States with historical, theoretical and policy-process
perspectives."

Tomohito Shinoda, Professor of International Relations International University of Japan

"Clearly and concisely written, this volume is an excellent example of a qualitative study integrating
elements of diverse theories within a specific context to arrive at a richer understanding of practical policy
making.  Summing Up: Recommended.  All readership levels." - CHOICE, Aug. 2009 Vol. 46 No. 11

 

"Japan’s Middle East Security Policy is recommended to scholars, students, and policy makers who want a
systematic analysis of Japan’s policy towards the region and to use it as a base to examine Japanese overall
foreign policy."

- Yuko Nakano, Pacific Affairs: Volume 83, No. 1 – March 2010

About the Author

Dr. Yukiko Miyagi is CASAW Fellow in Middle East Security in the School of Government and
International Affairs, University of Durham, U.K.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Kostka:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Japan's Middle East Security Policy: Theory and Cases (Sheffield
Centre for Japanese Studies/Routledge Series). Try to make book Japan's Middle East Security Policy:
Theory and Cases (Sheffield Centre for Japanese Studies/Routledge Series) as your buddy. It means that it
can being your friend when you feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than in the
past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can
know anything by the book. So , let me make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Ida Shrout:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while
is reading. Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other
is high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular Japan's Middle East
Security Policy: Theory and Cases (Sheffield Centre for Japanese Studies/Routledge Series) book as basic
and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Willa Killeen:

This book untitled Japan's Middle East Security Policy: Theory and Cases (Sheffield Centre for Japanese
Studies/Routledge Series) to be one of several books this best seller in this year, that is because when you
read this guide you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail
store or you can order it via online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to
read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for your requirements to
past this e-book from your list.

Calvin Copher:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Japan's Middle East Security Policy:
Theory and Cases (Sheffield Centre for Japanese Studies/Routledge Series) is simple to create you can read
it in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the
printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save typically the
book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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