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A vibrant, exuberant self-portrait of one of today’s greatest living actors.
 
Christopher Plummer’s magnificent book recounts the wild adventure that is his
life, stretching from a privileged childhood in Canada to the glorious, star-
studded New York of the fifties to a sensational career in film appearing in some
of our most beloved classics. Here are his late nights out with Carson McCullers,
Tennessee Williams, Paddy Chayefsky, and Arthur Miller; his affairs and
marriages; his collaborations with famed producers; and his memorable roles
alongside fellow young and talented actors, each also destined for stardom: Judi
Dench, Vanessa Redgrave, Peter O’Toole, Natalie Wood, and countless others.
Plummer weaves delicious anecdotes of a life spent on stages and film sets across
the world—from Peter Hall’s Royal Shakespeare Theatre to The Sound of Music
(affectionately dubbed “S&M”)—into a boisterous narrative filled with humor
and irresistible charm.
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A vibrant, exuberant self-portrait of one of today’s greatest living actors.
 
Christopher Plummer’s magnificent book recounts the wild adventure that is his life, stretching from a
privileged childhood in Canada to the glorious, star-studded New York of the fifties to a sensational career in
film appearing in some of our most beloved classics. Here are his late nights out with Carson McCullers,
Tennessee Williams, Paddy Chayefsky, and Arthur Miller; his affairs and marriages; his collaborations with
famed producers; and his memorable roles alongside fellow young and talented actors, each also destined for
stardom: Judi Dench, Vanessa Redgrave, Peter O’Toole, Natalie Wood, and countless others. Plummer
weaves delicious anecdotes of a life spent on stages and film sets across the world—from Peter Hall’s Royal
Shakespeare Theatre to The Sound of Music (affectionately dubbed “S&M”)—into a boisterous narrative
filled with humor and irresistible charm.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Fans of Plummer's acclaimed Shakespearean performances or his stately film roles, from Captain von Trapp
in The Sound of Music to the Klingon General Chang in Star Trek VI, may not recognize him in this breezy,
bawdy memoir. Plummer drinks and parties his way through a six-decade career; beds starlets, prompters
and wardrobe girls; and endures countless mid-performance indignities and pratfalls. (Lesson repeatedly
learned: actors and stagehands should not get drunk right before the show.) Plummer is ebullient, a bit
hammy (I cried myself to sleep for weeks, he sobs, after his dog Toadie dies), full of canny insights into the
actor's craft and prone to occasional stabs of self-reproach over his own failed marriages, aloof parenting and
unjustified tantrums. Throughout, he's an enchanting observer of the showbiz cavalcade, drawing vivid
thumbnails of everyone from Laurence Olivier to Lenny Bruce and tossing off witty anecdotes (George C.
Scott turned up at our doorstep one morning at 4:30 a.m. looking most sinister and as usual dripping blood
from head to toe) like the most effortless ad libs. The result is a sparkling star turn from a born raconteur for
whom all the world is indeed a stage. Photos. (Nov. 11)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review

“For anyone who loves, loves, loves the theater…a finely observed, deeply felt (and deeply dishy) time-
traveling escape. . . . Just grab a quilt and a stack of pillows. No need for a delectable assortment of bonbons.
They’re in the book.” —The New York Times Book Review

“Splendid, lively. . . . An immensely satisfying memoir, of rare grace, good humor, and unapologetic self-
honesty. . . . In tact and generosity of spirit, it is the very model of what a memoir should be.” —The Daily
Beast

“A staggering parade of theater-world luminaries struts, swaggers, and yes, occasionally staggers through
this compulsively readable memoir. . . . [Plummer] has a tasty anecdote about onstage, backstage, or
drinking-hole doings about every single one of them.” —The New York Times

“Rich and riotous. . . . He seems to have been everywhere—including inside almost every room of the Hotel
du Cap on the French Riviera—and known everyone.” —Jennifer Schuessler, The New York Times
 
“The veteran actor’s delightfully sprawling account of his life and career.” —USA Today

“[A] fascinating memoir. . . . The book records so many trysts, pratfalls, drunken evenings—and
afternoons—that it’s amazing he has survived. . . . Amply shows how Mr. Plummer has managed a long,
successful career in spite of himself.” —The Wall Street Journal
 
“In spite of himself–his relentlessly high artistic principles; his penchant for playing the underdog, even
when he was the star; his keen ear equally attuned to the precision of Elizabethan verse and to what passes as
truth across a whiskey at 5 a.m. . . . this man has experienced a life rich in textures, and he is able to give
most of them glorious voice. His is a life in the theater lived hard and true, in the grand tradition of those
distinguished players who went before, whom he surely made proud. Good sir! I raise my glass to you.”
—Alex Witchel, The New York Times Book Review



About the Author

Christopher Plummer was born in Toronto, Ontario. He has acted in more than 100 feature films, including
The Man Who Would Be King, The Sound of Music, Stage Struck, and The Insider, and he has starred in three
of the world's most important theatre companies: Great Britain's National Theatre, The Royal Shakespeare
Company, and the Stratford Festival of Canada. He received two Tony Awards for Best Actor (Barrymore;
Cyrano), and he has been nominated for the award seven other times. He also received a London Evening
Standard Award for Best Actor for Becket. He has received Emmys, the John Gielgud Quill Award, the
Edwin Booth Award (Barrymore), The Jason Robards Award for Excellence, and has been inducted into the
Theatre Hall of Fame. He received an Oscar nomination for Best Supporting Actor for his role in Beginners.
He lives in Connecticut with his wife, Elaine Taylor.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shellie Toy:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important usually. The book In Spite of Myself was making you to know about other
understanding and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book In
Spite of Myself is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to be your friend when you sense
bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with all the
book In Spite of Myself. You never sense lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Daniel Hayes:

This In Spite of Myself are generally reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The
main reason of this In Spite of Myself can be on the list of great books you must have is giving you more
than just simple reading through food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock your before
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-
book and printed kinds. Beside that this In Spite of Myself forcing you to have an enormous of experience
for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it useful in your day activity.
So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Kimberly Hutton:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but in addition novel and In Spite of Myself as well as others sources were
given information for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel desire to read more and
more. Science book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those textbooks are helping them
to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science book, any other book likes In Spite of Myself to
make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.



Tanya Wilson:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book In Spite of Myself to make your current reading is
interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose
straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the idea about book and reading through
especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to available a book and examine it. Beside that the e-book In
Spite of Myself can to be your friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what must you're doing of
their time.
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