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With an eye for the sensual bloom of young schoolgirls, and the torrid style of
the romantic novels of her day, Herculine Barbin tells the story of her lifeasa
hermaphrodite. Herculine was designated female at birth. A pious girl ina
Catholic orphanage, a bewildered adolescent enchanted by the ripening bodies of
her classmates, a passionate lover of another schoolmistress, sheis suddenly
reclassified as aman. Alone and desolate, he commits suicide at the age of thirty
inamiserable attic in Paris.

Here, in an erotic diary, is one lost voice from our sexual past. Provocative,
articulate, eerily prescient as she imagines her corpse under the probing
instruments of scientists, Herculine brings a disturbing perspective to our own
notions of sexuality. Michel Foucault, who discovered these memoirsin the
archives of the French Department of Public Hygiene, presents them with the
graphic medical descriptions of Herculine's body before and after her death. Ina
striking contrast, a painfully confused young person and the doctors who
examine her try to sort out the nature of masculine and feminine at the dawn of
the age of modern sexuality.
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With an eye for the sensual bloom of young schoolgirls, and the torrid style of the romantic novels of her
day, Herculine Barbin tells the story of her life as a hermaphrodite. Herculine was designated female at birth.
A pious girl in a Catholic orphanage, a bewildered adolescent enchanted by the ripening bodies of her
classmates, a passionate lover of another schoolmistress, she is suddenly reclassified as a man. Alone and
desolate, he commits suicide at the age of thirty in amiserable attic in Paris.

Here, in an erotic diary, is one lost voice from our sexual past. Provocative, articulate, eerily prescient as she
imagines her corpse under the probing instruments of scientists, Herculine brings a disturbing perspective to
our own notions of sexuality. Michel Foucault, who discovered these memoirs in the archives of the French
Department of Public Hygiene, presents them with the graphic medical descriptions of Herculine's body
before and after her death. In a striking contrast, a painfully confused young person and the doctors who
examine her try to sort out the nature of masculine and feminine at the dawn of the age of modern sexuality.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Herculine Barbin can be savored like a libertine novel. The ingenousness of Herculine, the passionate yet
equivocal tenderness which thrusts her into the arms, even into the beds, of her companions, gives these
pages a charm strangely erotic...Michel Foucault has agenius for bringing to light texts and reviving
destinies outside the ordinary."Le Monde, July 1978

Language Notes
Text: English, French (translation)

From the Inside Flap

With an eye for the sensual bloom of young schoolgirls, and the torrid style of the romantic novels of her
day, Herculine Barbin tells the story of her life as a hermaphrodite. Herculine was designated female at birth.
A pious girl in a Catholic orphanage, a bewildered adolescent enchanted by the ripening bodies of her
classmates, a passionate lover of another schoolmistress, she is suddenly reclassified as a man. Alone and
desolate, he commits suicide at the age of thirty in amiserable attic in Paris.

Here, in an erotic diary, is one lost voice from our sexual past. Provocative, articulate, eerily prescient as she
imagines her corpse under the probing instruments of scientists, Herculine brings a disturbing perspective to
our own notions of sexuality. Michel Foucault, who discovered these memoirs in the archives of the French
Department of Public Hygiene, presents them with the graphic medical descriptions of Herculine's body
before and after her death. In a striking contrast, a painfully confused young person and the doctors who
examine her try to sort out the nature of masculine and feminine at the dawn of the age of modern sexuality.
"Herculine Barbin can be savored like a libertine novel. The ingenousness of Herculine, the passionate yet
equivocal tenderness which thrusts her into the arms, even into the beds, of her companions, gives these
pages a charm strangely eratic...Michel Foucault has a genius for bringing to light texts and reviving
destinies outside the ordinary."Le Monde, July 1978

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Carolyn Walton:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can know everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. Aswe know that book isimportant point to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Herculine Barbin (Being the Recently
Discovered Memoirs of a Nineteenth Century French Hermaphrodite) will make you to always be smarter.
Y ou can feel alot more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think this open or
reading any book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they can be thought like that?
Have you trying to find best book or suitable book with you?

Jean Gaskin:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want



something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extratime? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question due
to the fact just their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of Herculine Barbin (Being the
Recently Discovered Memoirs of a Nineteenth Century French Hermaphrodite) to read.

Brenda Rodriguez:

Reading areserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get alot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyonein this world can share their idea.
Publications can also inspire alot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their skill
in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is this Herculine
Barbin (Being the Recently Discovered Memoirs of a Nineteenth Century French Hermaphrodite).

Jonathan Sanders:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This Herculine Barbin (Being the Recently Discovered
Memoirs of a Nineteenth Century French Hermaphrodite) can give you alot of pals because by you checking
out this one book you have factor that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book
can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that possibly your friend
doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate?
We need to have Herculine Barbin (Being the Recently Discovered Memoirs of a Nineteenth Century French
Hermaphrodite).
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