
Flight Maps: Adventures With Nature In
Modern America

By Jennifer Price

Flight Maps: Adventures With Nature In Modern America By Jennifer Price

In five sharply drawn chapters, Flight Maps charts the ways in which Americans
have historically made connections—and missed connections—with nature.
Beginning with an extraordinary chapter on the extinction of the Passenger
Pigeon and the accompanying belligerent early view of nature's inexhaustibility,
Price then moves on to discuss the Audubon Society's founding campaign in the
1890s against the extravagant use of stuffed birds to decorate women's hats. At
the heart of the book is an improbable and extremely witty history of the plastic
pink flamingo, perhaps the totem of Artifice and Kitsch—nevertheless a potent
symbol through which to plumb our troublesome yet powerful visions of nature.
From here the story of the affluent Baby-Boomers begins. Through an
examination of the phenomenal success of The Nature Company, TV series such
as Northern Exposure and Dr. Quinn, Medicine Woman, and the sport-utility
vehicle craze, the author ruminates on our very American, very urbanized and
suburbanized needs, discontents, and desires for meaningful, yet artificially
constructed connections to nature. Witty, at times even whimsical, Flight Maps is
also a sophisticated and meditative archaeology of Americans' very real and
uneasy desire to make nature meaningful in their lives.
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In five sharply drawn chapters, Flight Maps charts the ways in which Americans have historically made
connections—and missed connections—with nature. Beginning with an extraordinary chapter on the
extinction of the Passenger Pigeon and the accompanying belligerent early view of nature's inexhaustibility,
Price then moves on to discuss the Audubon Society's founding campaign in the 1890s against the
extravagant use of stuffed birds to decorate women's hats. At the heart of the book is an improbable and
extremely witty history of the plastic pink flamingo, perhaps the totem of Artifice and Kitsch—nevertheless
a potent symbol through which to plumb our troublesome yet powerful visions of nature. From here the story
of the affluent Baby-Boomers begins. Through an examination of the phenomenal success of The Nature
Company, TV series such as Northern Exposure and Dr. Quinn, Medicine Woman, and the sport-utility
vehicle craze, the author ruminates on our very American, very urbanized and suburbanized needs,
discontents, and desires for meaningful, yet artificially constructed connections to nature. Witty, at times
even whimsical, Flight Maps is also a sophisticated and meditative archaeology of Americans' very real and
uneasy desire to make nature meaningful in their lives.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Flight Maps will provoke and excite you....Humor, self-scrutiny and a passion for ideas light up [its] pages."
-- Los Angeles Times Book Review

"Price's willingness to engage with natural phenomena anywhere she finds them is a refreshing change." --
New York Times Book Review

About the Author

Jennifer Price attended Princeton University and received her Ph.D. in History from Yale. Her essays have
appeared in the collections Uncommon Ground and The Nature of Nature. She lives in Los Angeles.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Timothy Austin:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you is you don't know which you should start with. This Flight Maps: Adventures With Nature In
Modern America is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

Willie Dominguez:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Flight Maps: Adventures With Nature In Modern America book is readable
through you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable
reading experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer
of Flight Maps: Adventures With Nature In Modern America content conveys the thought easily to
understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just
different in the form of it. So , do you continue to thinking Flight Maps: Adventures With Nature In Modern
America is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Patricia Ramirez:

Typically the book Flight Maps: Adventures With Nature In Modern America will bring you to definitely the
new experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. When you try to
find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book Flight Maps: Adventures With Nature In



Modern America is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the official web site,
so you can quicker to read the book.

Candace Hernandez:

This Flight Maps: Adventures With Nature In Modern America is great publication for you because the
content that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and possess to make decision every
minute. This kind of book reveal it information accurately using great organize word or we can point out no
rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean
it only will give you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having Flight Maps: Adventures With Nature In Modern America in your hand like having the
world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no reserve that offer you world in ten
or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs.
stressful do you still doubt this?
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