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When Harvard-trained sociologist Peter Moskos left the classroom to become a
cop in Baltimore's Eastern District, he was thrust deep into police culture and the
ways of the street--the nerve-rattling patrols, the thriving drug corners, and a
world of poverty and violence that outsiders never see. In Cop in the Hood,
Moskos reveals the truths he learned on the midnight shift.

Through Moskos's eyes, we see police academy graduates unprepared for the
realities of the street, success measured by number of arrests, and the ultimate
failure of the war on drugs. In addition to telling an explosive insider's story of
what it is really like to be a police officer, he makes a passionate argument for
drug legalization as the only realistic way to end drug violence--and let cops once
again protect and serve. In a new afterword, Moskos describes the many benefits
of foot patrol--or, as he calls it, "policing green."
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Editorial Review

Review
Truly excellent. . . . This is one of the two or three best conceptual analyses of 'cops and robbers' I have read.
It is mandatory reading for all fans of The Wire and recommended for everyone else.

From the Back Cover

"A devastating critique of America's failed war on drugs. Cop in the Hood is a powerful and truly unique
document in the sociology of criminal justice. Using an original blend of personal experience, adroit cultural
interpretation, and hard-edged sociological analysis, Moskos sympathetically dissects the social context of
the drug users' world, and shows us this tragedy close up from the police perspective."--Orlando Patterson,
Harvard University

"Cop in the Hood is a thoughtful, highly entertaining record of a police officer's year spent patrolling one of
the country's toughest urban districts, delivered by Moskos, who wore the uniform. For those who are
interested in crime and how things work, and for readers seeking a reasoned look at the war on drugs and its
implications, this is the handbook."--George Pelecanos, writer and producer for The Wire

"This riveting tale of policing begins honestly and continues with great sincerity and pathos. A sensitive and
timely account of the daily trials of police work by someone who knows Baltimore's streets firsthand, Cop in
the Hood challenges journalists, social scientists, and others who profess knowledge of the inner city to walk
those streets before making bold declarations and righteous claims for policy and redress. A must-read."--
Sudhir Venkatesh, author of Gang Leader for a Day: A Rogue Sociologist Takes to the Streets

"Peter Moskos, a sociologist by training, somewhat inadvertently became a police officer. Cop in the Hood is
the fortuitous and fascinating result. It gives the reader the real dope from someone with the training and
ability to put the street into the larger context. Highly recommended."--Alex Tabarrok, George Mason
University, cofounder of marginalrevolution.com

"Cop in the Hood is an extremely valuable study centered on patrolling a drug-infested Baltimore police
district. Readers interested in drug policy, criminology, or policing cannot help but to learn a lot from this
book. I know that I did, and I am grateful to the author. Many of his insights are eye-opening. His voice is
unique and essential in debates concerning drug-policy reforms."--Jim Leitzel, University of Chicago



About the Author
Peter Moskos is assistant professor of law, police science, and criminal justice administration at the City
University of New York's John Jay College of Criminal Justice. He is a former Baltimore City police officer.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Georgia Lopez:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book called Cop in the Hood: My
Year Policing Baltimore's Eastern District? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You already know beside
you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with
it is opinion or you have other opinion?

Kevin Lemon:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Cop in the Hood: My Year Policing Baltimore's Eastern District book is readable
through you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable
looking at experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer
associated with Cop in the Hood: My Year Policing Baltimore's Eastern District content conveys prospect
easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just
different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Cop in the Hood: My Year Policing Baltimore's
Eastern District is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Lorraine Joyner:

The book untitled Cop in the Hood: My Year Policing Baltimore's Eastern District contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy approach. The language is very clear
and understandable all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written
by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of literary works. It is possible to read this
book because you can please read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book inside anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site in addition
to order it. Have a nice study.

Brian Hill:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This book Cop in the Hood: My Year Policing Baltimore's Eastern District was filled with
regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some
people has various feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you



can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book which you
wanted.
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