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New York Times bestselling author David L. Robbins presents a riveting
novel of war, love, and survival, set against the backdrop of an improbable
rescue, the Los Baños prison raid -- one of the most daring episodes of
World War II.

For three years after the fall of Manila, 2,100 Allied civilians have been
imprisoned at Los Baños Internment Camp, 40 miles to the southeast and
notorious for its horrendous conditions. American Remy Tuck, the camp's
resident gambler, struggles daily with his Japanese army captors to keep his
community of Americans, Brits, and Dutch alive, as they stave off starvation and
protect one another from vicious punishments. Remy's son, Talbot, now nineteen,
has become a man while in captivity. Headstrong to the hilt and a nimble thief,
Tal can move like a snake under the guards' noses and defies their orders at every
opportunity.

On the other side of the barbed wire, looking down on the camp, is the Filipina
Carmen, a "comfort woman" who has been kidnapped by the Japanese, raped,
and forced into sexual slavery to service the Imperial Japanese Army. Carmen
battles to keep herself physically and emotionally intact. A favorite of one of the
guards, she accepts his occasional kindnesses but has eyes only for Tal, whose
fortitude in the face of great suffering astounds her. Tal, in turn, looks up to
Carmen's high window and sees the grace and courage with which she endures
her imprisonment. Without speaking, the two fall in love above the encampment
grounds.

As the tide of the war in the Pacific turns against the Japanese, tensions and
danger in the camp escalate. In the face of all but certain execution at the hands
of their captors, Remy and Tal enact a daring plan to save their fellow prisoners
and the woman Tal loves.
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New York Times bestselling author David L. Robbins presents a riveting novel of war, love, and
survival, set against the backdrop of an improbable rescue, the Los Baños prison raid -- one of the
most daring episodes of World War II.

For three years after the fall of Manila, 2,100 Allied civilians have been imprisoned at Los Baños Internment
Camp, 40 miles to the southeast and notorious for its horrendous conditions. American Remy Tuck, the
camp's resident gambler, struggles daily with his Japanese army captors to keep his community of
Americans, Brits, and Dutch alive, as they stave off starvation and protect one another from vicious
punishments. Remy's son, Talbot, now nineteen, has become a man while in captivity. Headstrong to the hilt
and a nimble thief, Tal can move like a snake under the guards' noses and defies their orders at every
opportunity.

On the other side of the barbed wire, looking down on the camp, is the Filipina Carmen, a "comfort woman"
who has been kidnapped by the Japanese, raped, and forced into sexual slavery to service the Imperial
Japanese Army. Carmen battles to keep herself physically and emotionally intact. A favorite of one of the
guards, she accepts his occasional kindnesses but has eyes only for Tal, whose fortitude in the face of great
suffering astounds her. Tal, in turn, looks up to Carmen's high window and sees the grace and courage with
which she endures her imprisonment. Without speaking, the two fall in love above the encampment grounds.

As the tide of the war in the Pacific turns against the Japanese, tensions and danger in the camp escalate. In
the face of all but certain execution at the hands of their captors, Remy and Tal enact a daring plan to save
their fellow prisoners and the woman Tal loves.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Robbins's ninth novel, the best WWII Pacific campaign novel in a long time, tells the dramatic story of the
1945 rescue of 2,100 American and allied prisoners from the Los Baños camp near Manila. Middle-aged
gambler Remy Tuck and his teenage son, Talbot, have been civilian prisoners since the Philippines fell to the
Japanese in 1942. Packed into the miserable Los Baños, where the Japanese starve, beat, abuse and murder
the prisoners, Remy and Talbot use their wits and courage to survive. Across the camp, Carmen is a young
Filipina woman forced to be a sex slave for Japanese soldiers. She and Talbot forge a relationship via long-
distance glances through barbed wire. Once the Americans invade the Philippines and plan a daring mission
to rescue the prisoners from certain death, Remy, Talbot and Carmen risk their lives to aid the paratroopers
coming to their rescue, though bad luck, homicidal guards and stray bullets nearly do them in. This is a
terrific story of the triumph of the human spirit, loaded with suspense, historical accuracy and fast-paced
action. (Nov.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
“A REMARKABLE STORY, BRILLIANTLY TOLD.”
—Kirkus Reviews (starred review)

“THE BEST WWII PACIFIC CAMPAIGN NOVEL IN A LONG TIME. A TERRIFIC STORY OF THE
TRIUMPH OF THE HUMAN SPIRIT, LOADED WITH SUSPENSE, HISTORICAL ACCURACY, AND
FAST-PACED ACTION.” —Publishers Weekly

“MEMORABL[E] AND METICULOUSLY RESEARCHED.”
—Richmond Times-Dispatch

“David L. Robbins has a knack for airdropping into historical situations that are tightly sprung with pathos
and controversy. With the little-known but epically scaled raid on Los Baños, he has found the perfect
subject to ignite his many talents. Here is a white-knuckled thriller that is also sensitively enfolded in rich
layers of historical resonance.”
—Hampton Sides, New York Times bestselling author of Blood and Thunder

About the Author
David L. Robbins is the bestselling author of nine novels including War of the Rats, Last Citadel, and The
End of War. He divides his time between Richmond and his sailboat on the Chesapeake Bay. He is currently
writer in residence at his alma mater, the College of William and Mary.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Helen Turner:

The book Broken Jewel: A Novel can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So



why must we leave the great thing like a book Broken Jewel: A Novel? Wide variety you have a different
opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right
now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for
each other; you could share all of these. Book Broken Jewel: A Novel has simple shape however you know:
it has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by open and read a guide. So it is
very wonderful.

Joyce Morgan:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the guide untitled Broken Jewel: A Novel can be good book to read. May be
it may be best activity to you.

Antonio Nelson:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time to be
examine. Broken Jewel: A Novel can be your answer because it can be read by a person who have those
short free time problems.

Clarence Williams:

Beside that Broken Jewel: A Novel in your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the oven so
don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have
Broken Jewel: A Novel because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if
you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful
island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book and also read it from at this point!
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