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The rich variety of the English vocabulary reflects the vast number of words it
has taken from other languages. These range from Latin, Greek, Scandinavian,
Celtic, French, Italian, Spanish, and Russian to, among others, Hebrew, Maori,
Malay, Chinese, Hindi, Japanese, andYiddish. Philip Durkin's full and accessible
history reveals how, when, and why. He shows how to discover the origins of
loanwords, when and why they were adopted, and what happens to them once
they have been. The long documented history of English includes contact with
languages in a variety of contexts, including: the dissemination of Christian
culture in Latin in Anglo-Saxon England, and the interactions of French, Latin,
Scandinavian, Celtic, and English during the Middle Ages; exposure to languages
throughout the world during the colonial era; and the effects of using English as
an international language of science. Philip Durkin describes these and other
historical inputs, introducing the approaches each requires, from the comparative
method for the earliest period to documentary and corpus research in the modern.
The discussion is illustrated at every point with examples taken from a variety of
different sources. The framework Dr Durkin develops can be used to explore
lexical borrowing in any language.

This outstanding book is for everyone interested in English etymology and in
loanwords more generally. It will appeal to a wide general public and at the same
time offers a valuable reference for scholars and students of the history of
English.
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The rich variety of the English vocabulary reflects the vast number of words it has taken from other
languages. These range from Latin, Greek, Scandinavian, Celtic, French, Italian, Spanish, and Russian to,
among others, Hebrew, Maori, Malay, Chinese, Hindi, Japanese, andYiddish. Philip Durkin's full and
accessible history reveals how, when, and why. He shows how to discover the origins of loanwords, when
and why they were adopted, and what happens to them once they have been. The long documented history of
English includes contact with languages in a variety of contexts, including: the dissemination of Christian
culture in Latin in Anglo-Saxon England, and the interactions of French, Latin, Scandinavian, Celtic, and
English during the Middle Ages; exposure to languages throughout the world during the colonial era; and the
effects of using English as an international language of science. Philip Durkin describes these and other
historical inputs, introducing the approaches each requires, from the comparative method for the earliest
period to documentary and corpus research in the modern. The discussion is illustrated at every point with
examples taken from a variety of different sources. The framework Dr Durkin develops can be used to
explore lexical borrowing in any language.

This outstanding book is for everyone interested in English etymology and in loanwords more generally. It
will appeal to a wide general public and at the same time offers a valuable reference for scholars and students
of the history of English.
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Editorial Review

Review
Philip Durkin has shown himself in this highly readable book to be a 'superstar' in the etymological history of
words borrowed into English. Eric Stanley, Notes and Queries Written clearly and authoritatively, the
History of Loanwords in English is a solid, scholarly piece of work ... While being intellectually rigorous,
the monograph is also highly readable, and Durkinas skill of explaining very complex issues in an
uncomplicated way, as well as his precise terminological apparatus are particularly worth emphasizing. One
may wonder whether the book has any weaknesses at all. Miroslawa Podhajecka, International Journal of
Lexicography Philip Durkin introduces and investigates how successive phases of language contact have
made their mark on the vocabulary of English. Underlying the whole enterprise is an impressive, sagacious
control of basic (and more advanced) principles, which are gradually laid out before the reader and illustrated
with much thought. This is an important and engaging book. Richard Dance, University of Cambridge an
indispensable addition to the library shelves. Sarah Powell, Reference Reviews

About the Author

Philip Durkin, Oxford University Press

Philip Durkin is Principal Etymologist of the Oxford English Dictionary. His Oxford Guide to Etymology
(2009; paperback edition 2011) has become the standard work in the field.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donald Taylor:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Borrowed Words: A History of Loanwords in English.

Mary Richards:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
routine give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you
want really feel happy read one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular
Borrowed Words: A History of Loanwords in English is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.



John Dinwiddie:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you should
do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several books
in the top collection in your reading list is actually Borrowed Words: A History of Loanwords in English.
This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious person. By
looking right up and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Judith Ellis:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. By the book Borrowed Words: A History of Loanwords in English we can have more advantage.
Don't someone to be creative people? To become creative person must like to read a book. Just choose the
best book that suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this time book Borrowed
Words: A History of Loanwords in English. You can more pleasing than now.
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