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As Karyn R. Lacy's innovative work in the suburbs of Washington, DC, reveals,
there is a continuum of middle-classness among blacks, ranging from lower-
middle class to middle-middle class to upper-middle class. Focusing on the latter
two, Lacy explores an increasingly important social and demographic group:
middle-class blacks who live in middle-class suburbs where poor blacks are not
present. These "blue-chip black" suburbanites earn well over fifty thousand
dollars annually and work in predominantly white professional environments.
Lacy examines the complicated sense of identity that individuals in these groups
craft to manage their interactions with lower-class blacks, middle-class whites,
and other middle-class blacks as they seek to reap the benefits of their middle-
class status.
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Editorial Review

Review

“An important contribution to research on the black middle-class. . . . Rigorous analysis of black middle-
class suburban identity.”
(Journal Of Sociology 2007-12-01)

“Offers a tremendously important contribution to scholarship on contemporary Black life and social class
issues in America.”
(Journal Of Marriage & Family 2009-04-01)

From the Inside Flap

"Blue-Chip Black expertly captures the diversity among African Americans, and particularly among African
Americans in the middle class. Lacy's exploration of how black families negotiate the murky and sometimes
combustible terrains of race, class, and place illuminates the hard work that goes into forming and claiming a
particular identity."—Mary Pattillo-McCoy, author of Black Picket Fences: Privilege and Peril in a Black
Middle Class Neighborhood

"Blue-Chip Black is an important and original book. It represents a terrific contribution to our understanding
of the black middle class, and of its relationship to the white middle class and to blacks of other classes. Lacy
offers analytical tools needed to capture the impact of neighborhoods and broader contexts on basic social
processes, such as boundary work. Blue-Chip Black should become a "must read" for all students of
inequality, culture, and race."—Michèle Lamont, author of The Dignity of Working Men: Morality and the
Boundaries of Race, Class, and Immigration

"Blue-Chip Black is an ambitious ethnographic intervention into the class analysis of the black population.
By focusing on blacks in suburbs, and taking the time to get to know the residents of four different kinds of
middle class communities, Karyn Lacy skillfully illuminates the surprising variation in the way her subjects
view themselves, one another, and the whites with whom they interact. This is the most systematic
examination to date of the everyday life of suburban middle class blacks."—Mitchell Duneier, Department of
Sociology, Princeton University

"Lacy has given critical race scholars a theoretically groundbreaking comparative analysis of black middle
class life in suburban communities. This multi-sited ethnography innovates and renovates analyses of racial
and ethnic belonging among middle class blacks. Lacy provides a rigorous comparative analysis of how
demographics and post-civil rights racism activate the cultural logics and strategies employed by members of
the black middle class to negotiate their racial identities and ethnic boundaries, and assert class-based
identities as they move between segregated and racially stratified social worlds. This book should be
required reading for courses on social inequality, contemporary US society, racial and ethnic studies and
Black studies."—France Winddance Twine, Visiting Professor of Sociology at The London School of
Economics & Political Science, and Professor of Sociology at University of California at Santa Barbara

About the Author



Karyn Lacy is Assistant Professor of Sociology and the Center for Afro-American and African Studies at
the University of Michigan, a Ford Fellow, and was a Visiting Scholar at the Russell Sage Foundation.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jodi Dauphin:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Blue-Chip Black: Race, Class, and
Status in the New Black Middle Class (George Gund Foundation Imprint in African American Studies). All
type of book could you see on many resources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Stacey Lawrence:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Blue-Chip Black: Race, Class, and
Status in the New Black Middle Class (George Gund Foundation Imprint in African American Studies) that
give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine all over the world
can be said as the way for people to know world much better then how they react towards the world. It can't
be said constantly that reading habit only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to be success
person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you could pick Blue-Chip Black:
Race, Class, and Status in the New Black Middle Class (George Gund Foundation Imprint in African
American Studies) become your starter.

Will Cathcart:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be Blue-Chip Black: Race, Class, and Status in the New Black
Middle Class (George Gund Foundation Imprint in African American Studies) why because the fantastic
cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content
will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Angel Sutton:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news.
Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or



just in search of the Blue-Chip Black: Race, Class, and Status in the New Black Middle Class (George Gund
Foundation Imprint in African American Studies) when you required it?
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