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Widely regarded as one of the most important American painters of the 20th
century, Alice Neel is internationally recognized for her contributions to Abstract
Expressionism, especially her perceptive portraiture. Neel (1900–1984) was a
portrait painter at a time when this was traditionally the role of a male artist.
After ascending to prominence in the 1960s as the feminist movement gained
momentum, she has remained an iconic figure in the history of American
painting.

A self-proclaimed “collector of souls,” Neel often painted friends and family, as
well as the celebrated artists and writers of her day, such as Andy Warhol, Frank
O’Hara, and Meyer Shapiro, delving into personalities and idiosyncrasies with a
rare frankness. Alice Neel: Painted Truths brings together paintings that
demonstrate Neel’s range and ability, along with insightful commentary from
four leading art historians. Although the book focuses on her portraits, it also
covers the artist’s early social realist paintings and cityscapes, tracing the
evolution of Neel’s style and examining themes that she revisited throughout her
career.
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Widely regarded as one of the most important American painters of the 20th century, Alice Neel is
internationally recognized for her contributions to Abstract Expressionism, especially her perceptive
portraiture. Neel (1900–1984) was a portrait painter at a time when this was traditionally the role of a male
artist. After ascending to prominence in the 1960s as the feminist movement gained momentum, she has
remained an iconic figure in the history of American painting.

A self-proclaimed “collector of souls,” Neel often painted friends and family, as well as the celebrated artists
and writers of her day, such as Andy Warhol, Frank O’Hara, and Meyer Shapiro, delving into personalities
and idiosyncrasies with a rare frankness. Alice Neel: Painted Truths brings together paintings that
demonstrate Neel’s range and ability, along with insightful commentary from four leading art historians.
Although the book focuses on her portraits, it also covers the artist’s early social realist paintings and
cityscapes, tracing the evolution of Neel’s style and examining themes that she revisited throughout her
career.
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Editorial Review

Review

“One of the most interesting aspects of this volume is the inclusion of a series of reflections on voices,
testifying to the continued relevance of Neel’s work, renders an already outstanding collection truly superb.”
— S.L. Hoglund, Choice

 
(S.L. Hoglund Choice)

"A penetrating look at the portraits. . . . Lavishly illustrated. . . . Will be essential reading for anyone
interested in her career. . . . There is plenty here to engage both the eye and the brain. While the paintings
still might be unsettling, the materials presented here will go along way to helping us understand
them."—Pamela Simpson, Woman's Art Journal
(Pamela Simpson Woman's Art Journal)

About the Author

Barry Walker is the curator of modern and contemporary art and prints and drawings at the Museum of
Fine Arts, Houston. As the director of Jeremy Lewison Ltd., Jeremy Lewison is a curator and advisor to the
Estate of Alice Neel. Robert Storr is an artist, curator, and critic, as well as the dean of the Yale School of
Art. Tamar Garb is the Durning Lawrence Professor in the History of Art at University College London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ruth Jones:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or information even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which you should start with. This Alice Neel: Painted Truths is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want
in this era.

Angel Huitt:

The e-book with title Alice Neel: Painted Truths posesses a lot of information that you can learn it. You can
get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist new know-how the information that exist in
this publication represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to know how the
improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new era of the internationalization. You can read
the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.



Clinton Whitten:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Alice Neel: Painted Truths,
you are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-
out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its referred to as
reading friends.

Kay Newberry:

This Alice Neel: Painted Truths is brand new way for you who has fascination to look for some information
as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who
still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Alice Neel: Painted Truths can be the light food for you
because the information inside this book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books create itself in the
form that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in reserve
form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is not any in reading a publication
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss it!
Just read this e-book kind for your better life and knowledge.
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