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For one semester or quarter coursesin World Prehistory.

Written by one of the leading archaeol ogical writersin the world -?in asimple,
jargon-free narrative style ?- this brief, well-illustrated account of the major
developmentsin the human past makes world prehistory uniquely accessible to
complete beginners.

Written by Brian Fagan, World Prehistory covers the entire world, not just the
Americas or Europe, and places major emphasis on both theories and the latest
archaeological and multidisciplinary approaches. Hisfocusison four major
developmentsin world prehistory: 1) The origins of humanity. 2) The
appearance and spread of modern humans before and during the late |ce Age-
including the first settlement of the Americas. 3) The beginnings of food
production. 4) Therise of thefirst civilizations.
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For one semester or quarter coursesin World Prehistory.

Written by one of the leading archaeological writersin the world -?in asimple, jargon-free narrative style ?-
this brief, well-illustrated account of the major devel opmentsin the human past makes world prehistory
uniquely accessible to complete beginners.

Written by Brian Fagan, World Prehistory covers the entire world, not just the Americas or Europe, and
places major emphasis on both theories and the latest archaeological and multidisciplinary approaches. His
focusis on four major developments in world prehistory: 1) The origins of humanity. 2) The appearance
and spread of modern humans before and during the late Ice Age- including the first settlement of the
Americas. 3) The beginnings of food production. 4) The rise of the first civilizations.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

Written by one of the leading archaeol ogical writers in the world--in asimple, jargon-free narrative style--
this brief, well-illustrated account of the major developments in the human past (from the origins of
humanity to the origins of literate civilization) isideal for those with no previous knowledge of the subject.
Up to date and state of the art in content and perspective, it covers the entire world (not just the Americas or
Europe), placing major emphasis on both theories and the latest archaeol ogical and multidisciplinary
approaches. The main focus is on four major developments--the origins of humanity; the appearance and
spread of modern humans before and during the late Ice Age, including the first settlement of the Americas;
the beginnings of food production; and the rise of the first civilizations. Features special boxes on Science
(e.g., key dating methods and other scientific approaches), Sites (e.g., sites of unusual importance or interest,
and Voices (e.g., quotes from writings of ancient times). Human Origins. African Exodus. Diaspora. The
Origins of Food Production. The First Farmers. Chiefs and Chiefdoms. State-Organized Societies.
Mesopotamia and the Eastern Mediterranean World. Egypt and Africa. South, Southeast, And East Asia.
Lowland Mesoamerica. Highland Mesamerica. Andean Civilizations. For anyone interested in Archaeology,
World Prehistory, Human Antiquity.

About the Author

Brian Fagan is one of the leading archaeological writersin the world and an internationally recognized
authority on world prehistory. He studied archaeology and anthropology at Pembroke College, Cambridge
University, and then spent seven years in sub-Saharan Africaworking in museums and in monument
conservation and excavating early farming sitesin Zambia and East Africa. He was one of the pioneers of
multidisciplinary African history in the 1960s. From 1967 to 2003, he was Professor of Anthropology at the
University of California, Santa Barbara, where he specialized in lecturing and writing about archaeology to
wide audiences. He is now Emeritus.

Professor Fagan has written six best-selling textbooks apart from this book: Ancient Lives: An Introduction
to Archaeology; In the Beginning; Archaeology: A Brief Introduction; People of the Earth;World Prehistory,
al published by Prentice Hall ?that are used around the world. His general books include The Rape of the
Nile, aclassic history of Egyptology; The Adventure of Archaeology; Time Detectives,Ancient North
America;The Little Ice Age, The Long Summer, and Fish on Friday. He is General Editor of the Oxford
Companion to Archaeology. In addition, he has published several scholarly monographs on African
archaeology and numerous specialized articlesin national and international journals. Heis also an expert on
multimedia teaching and has received the Society for American Archaeology’ s first Public Education Award
for hisindefatigable efforts on behalf of archaeology and education.

Brian Fagan’'s other interests include bicycling, sailing, kayaking, and good food. Heis married and livesin
Santa Barbara with his wife and daughter, four cats (who supervise hiswriting), and, last but not least, seven
rabbits.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.

Three thousand, four thousand years maybe, have passed and gone since human feet last trod the floor on which you stand, and
yet, as you note the signs of recent life around you—the half-filled bowl of mortar for the door, the blackened lamp, the finger-
mark on the freshly painted surface, the farewell garland dropped on the threshold—you feel it might have been but yesterday
... Timeisannihilated by little intimate details such as these, and you feel an intruder.

Egyptologist Howard Carter, notebook entry on Tutankhamun's tomb, November 26, 1922



Golden pharaohs, lost cities, grinning human skeletons: Archaeology is the stuff of romance and legend!
Many people still think of archaeologists as adventurers and treasure hunters, like Indiana Jones of
Hollywood movie fame seeking the elusive Holy Grail. This enduring image goes back to the late nineteenth
century, when archaeol ogists like Heinrich Schliemann could still find lost civilizations like Troy and
excavate three royal palacesin aweek. Today, few, if any, archaeol ogists behave like Indiana Jones. They
are scientists, not adventurers, as comfortable in an air-conditioned laboratory asthey are on aremote
excavation. The development of scientific archaeology from its Victorian beginnings ranks among the
greatest triumphs of twentieth-century science.

Archaeology has changed our understanding of the human experience in profound ways. A century ago, most
scientists believed humans were no more than 100,000 years old. Today we know that our origins go back at
least 5 million years. Our predecessors assumed the Americas were settled in about 8000 B.C. and that
farming began around 4000 B.C. New excavations date the first Americansto at least 12,000 B.C. and the
beginnings of agriculture to about 10,000 B.C. Most important, archaeology has changed our perceptions of
ourselves, especially of our biological and cultural diversity. Welcome to the fascinating world of
archaeology!

The sixth edition of World Prehistory continues along tradition of providing an interesting, jargon-free
journey through the 5-million-year-old landscape of the human past. | hope you enjoy your sojourninits

pages.

Highlights of the Sixth Edition

The sixth edition of World Prehistory has been revised throughout to reflect the latest advancesin the field.
It includes suggestions by dozens of archaeol ogists and students who have taken the trouble to contact me
after using previous editions.

Thisis an exciting time to be writing about archaeology. Many scientific advances are changing our
perceptions about the past. The sixth edition contains important new discoveries about early human
evolution, the late Ice Age, and the origins of agriculture. New and updated coverage of the field appearsin
every chapter, with an up-to-date Guide to Further Reading at the end of the book aong with a glossary of
technical terms and one of archaeological sites and cultural names.

Updating and Rewriting

- New perceptions of world prehistory. Chapter 1 includes important discussions of archaeology and
alternative perspectives on the past, reflecting new thinking on this important topic.

- Early human evolution. Chapter 2 discusses the latest advancesin the study of human origins, including the
latest fossil discoveriesin Ethiopiaand Kenya, among them Sahelanthropus tchadensis and
Austral opithecus garhi, both confusing and enigmatic predecessors of humanity.

- Origins of modern humans. Chapter 3 covers new research into the controversial issue of the earliest
modern humans and fresh perceptions of Neanderthal ancestry and behavior.

- Origins of food production. Chapter 5 incorporates expanded coverage of the latest theories on the origins
of agriculture and animal domestication. Chapter 6, which describes the first farmers, incorporates new
dates for early agriculture obtained from accelerator mass spectrometry (AMS) radiocarbon dates and the
results of new research in eastern Turkey, where some of the earliest farming settlementsin the world are
being found.

- Origins of states and civilization. Chapter 8 includes current theoretical debates on the origins of state-
organized societies, including the issues of factionalism and charismatic leadership. Chapters 9 to 14 offer
an up-to-date description and analysis of the first civilizations, with expanded coverage of ancient Egyptian



civilization and of South and Southeast Asian states. Chapters 12 and 13 offer more comprehensive
analysis of highland and lowland Mesoamerican civilizations than in previous editions.

- Revision and updating throughout. The entire text and Guide to Further Reading have been revised and
updated on a page-by-page basis.

Boxes
Three types of in-text boxes enhance the book, designed to amplify the narrative:

- Science. These boxes introduce key dating methods and other scientific approaches, such as radiocarbon
and AMS dating, and also environmental reconstruction.

- Stes. Each chapter includes one or more boxes describing sites of unusual importance, and some aspects of
unusual interest.

- Voices. The Mesopotamian, Egyptian, and highland Mesoamerican chapters include special boxes that
guote from writings of ancient times, giving each an unusual "voice."

New and Revised Art Program

The sixth edition's art program has been revised with new photographs and fresh or revised line art. The new
illustrations provide additional background on recent discoveries, amplify the narrative, or replace older art
with new pictures. Some expanded captions serve to integrate the illustrations more closely into the text.

Complete Redesign

The entire book has been completely redesigned to make it more user-friendly.
Ancillary Materials

The ancillary materials that accompany this textbook have been carefully created to enhance the topics being
discussed.

Instructor's Manual with Tests. For each chapter in the text, this manual provides adetailed outline, list of
objectives, discussion questions, classroom activities, and additional resources. The test bank includes
multiple choice, true-false, and essay questions for each chapter.

Companion Website™. In tandem with the text, students and professors can now take full advantage of the
World Wide Web to enrich their study of archaeology. The Fagan Companion Website™ correlates the text
with related material available on the Internet. Features of the Companion Website™ include chapter
objectives and study questions, aswell as links to interesting material and information from other sites on the
Web that can reinforce and enhance the content of each chapter. Address: www.prenhall.com/fagan

Research Navigator ™. Research Navigator ™ is the easiest way for students to start a research assignment or
research paper. Complete with extensive help with the research process and three exclusive databases of
credible and reliable source material, including EBSCO's ContentSelect™ Academic Journa Database, The
New York Times Search-by-Subject Archive, and Best of the Web Link Library, Research Navigator™ helps
students quickly and efficiently make the most of their research time.

Prentice Hall Guide to Evaluating Online Resources, Anthropology. This guide encourages students to be
critical consumers of online resources. References related specifically to the discipline of anthropology are
included. Included with the guide is an access code for Research Navigator ™. This guide is free when
packaged with World Prehistory, Sxth Edition.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Vicki Shah:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled World Prehistory: A Brief Introduction. Try to stumble through book World
Prehistory: A Brief Introduction as your close friend. It meansthat it can being your friend when you
experience alone and beside that course make you smarter than before. Y eah, it is very fortuned for yourself.
The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So
, we should make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Holly Taylor:

Reading areserve can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you alot of new
details. When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of many waysto share the
information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you examining a book especialy tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story how
the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
World Prehistory: A Brief Introduction, you could tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours
e-book. Y our knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Craig Duran:

People livein this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get lot of
stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely of course.
People is human not really arobot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you have when the spare
time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have read is usualy World
Prehistory: A Brief Introduction.

David Ruby:

World Prehistory: A Brief Introduction can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge
in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The author giving
his’her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing World Prehistory: A Brief Introduction
but doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource
information that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can drawn you into brand new stage
of crucial contemplating.
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