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The literary theories of American expatriate Gertrude Stein (1874–1946) strongly
influenced a generation of young American writers (notably Hemingway), and
her ideas about writing still provoke and stimulate.
Although much of her own work embodies innovative experimentation with
language and sound, the present volume is fairly conventional in style and quite
accessible. Regarded by some critics as a minor masterpiece, Three Lives was
Stein's first published book. In it she tells the stories of three working class
women — Anna, a conscientious but rigid serving woman; stories, a worldly-
wise and sensitive black girl; and Lena, a gentle but feeble-minded maid.
Although these are relatively ordinary women, in Stein's hands their lives and
minds take on extraordinary interest. Told in clear, carefully crafted prose, these
storeis are not only memorable works in themselves but an excellent entree to
Stein's later work.
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The literary theories of American expatriate Gertrude Stein (1874–1946) strongly influenced a generation of
young American writers (notably Hemingway), and her ideas about writing still provoke and stimulate.
Although much of her own work embodies innovative experimentation with language and sound, the present
volume is fairly conventional in style and quite accessible. Regarded by some critics as a minor masterpiece,
Three Lives was Stein's first published book. In it she tells the stories of three working class women —
Anna, a conscientious but rigid serving woman; stories, a worldly-wise and sensitive black girl; and Lena, a
gentle but feeble-minded maid.
Although these are relatively ordinary women, in Stein's hands their lives and minds take on extraordinary
interest. Told in clear, carefully crafted prose, these storeis are not only memorable works in themselves but
an excellent entree to Stein's later work.
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Editorial Review

From the Inside Flap
Consists of three character studies of women; "The Good Anna"--a kind but domineering German
servingwoman; "Melanctha"--an uneducated but sensitive black girl; "The Gentle Lena"--a pathetically
feebleminded young German maid.

From the Back Cover
In these three stories, Gertrude Stein put into practice certain theories about prose composition that paralleled
the ideas expressed in the art of Impressionist and Post-Impressionist painters.

About the Author
Gertrude Stein (1874–1946) was an American-Jewish writer, poet and art collector who spent most of her
life in France. While living in Paris, Gertrude began writing for publication. Her earliest writings were
mainly retellings of her college experiences. Her first critically acclaimed publication was Three Lives.
Sherwood Anderson in his public introduction to Stein's 1922 publication of Geography and Plays wrote:
“For me the work of Gertrude Stein consists in a rebuilding, an entirely new recasting of life, in the city of
words. Here is one artist who has been able to accept ridicule, who has even forgone the privilege of writing
the great American novel, uplifting our English speaking stage, and wearing the bays of the great poets to go
live among the little housekeeping words, the swaggering bullying street-corner words, the honest working,
money saving words and all the other forgotten and neglected citizens of the sacred and half forgotten city.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Gibson:

In other case, little folks like to read book Three Lives (Dover Thrift Editions). You can choose the best book
if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how is important any book Three Lives (Dover
Thrift Editions). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely
right, due to the fact from book you can recognize everything! From your country until finally foreign or
abroad you may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era,
you can open a book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you
feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Shirley Frazier:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have free time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that
question mainly because just their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes,
it is appropriate. Because start from on guardería until university need this kind of Three Lives (Dover Thrift
Editions) to read.



William Kozak:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you examine a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Three
Lives (Dover Thrift Editions) will give you new experience in studying a book.

Robert Oshea:

Beside this particular Three Lives (Dover Thrift Editions) in your phone, it might give you a way to get
nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from
oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to
have Three Lives (Dover Thrift Editions) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you would not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you
have this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and also read it from now!
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