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What is modernity? Do we all experience modernity in the same way? How
should we understand contemporary social change? This volume explores
questions of modernity through critical engagements with the work of Anthony
Giddens, focusing in particular on the relationships between his social theory and
political sociology. Three substantive areas - reflexivity, environment and
identity - are examined theoretically through the relationships between reflexivity
and rationality, life politics and institutional power, and universalism and
'difference'.

As well as specifically addressing Giddens' reconstruction of sociology, the
contributors also explore a wide variety of critical issues currently occupying
centre stage in social theory. These include questions about the character of
contemporary societies, the periodisation of social change, the processes of
change by which societies are constantly made and remade by people, the
relationships between the 'social' and the 'natural', the formation and maintenance
of identities and matters of epistemology and methodology in social science.

Theorising Modernity will be of interest to undergraduate and postgraduate
students of sociology, modern political thought, social geography and social
policy and to social scientists trying to make sense of the modernity debate.

Martin O'Brien is Research at the University of Derby. Sue Penna is a Lecturer in
Applied Social Science at Lancaster University. Colin Hay is a Lecturer in the
Department of Political Science and International Studies at the University of
Birmingham (UK), a Visiting Fellow of the Department of Political Science at
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (US) and Research Affiliate of the
Centre for European Studies at Harvard University (US).
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
What is modernity? Do we all experience modernity in the same way? How should we understand
contemporary social change? This volume explores questions of modernity through critical engagements
with the work of Anthony Giddens, focusing in particular on the relationships between his social theory and
political sociology. Three substantive areas - reflexivity, environment and identity - are examined
theoretically through the relationships between reflexivity and rationality life politics and institutional power,
and universalism and 'difference'. Theorising Modernity will be of interest to undergraduate and postgraduate
students of sociology, modern political thought, social geography and social policy and to social scientists
trying to make sense of the modernity debate.

About the Author
Colin Hay is Professor of Political Analysis at the University of Birmingham.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jason Dolly:

The book Theorising Modernity: Reflexivity, Environment & Identity in Giddens' Social Theory can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a
book Theorising Modernity: Reflexivity, Environment & Identity in Giddens' Social Theory? Several of you
have a different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many information for us. It is
absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take
for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Theorising Modernity: Reflexivity,
Environment & Identity in Giddens' Social Theory has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and
big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by wide open and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

Eileen Matherly:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Theorising Modernity: Reflexivity,
Environment & Identity in Giddens' Social Theory book because this book offers you rich info and
knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know
this.



Larry Cain:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or maybe playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a new
book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a book. The book Theorising Modernity: Reflexivity, Environment & Identity in Giddens' Social
Theory it is quite good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the actual e-
book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book
provides high quality.

Jamie Durbin:

This Theorising Modernity: Reflexivity, Environment & Identity in Giddens' Social Theory is great guide for
you because the content and that is full of information for you who always deal with world and get to make
decision every minute. This particular book reveal it information accurately using great arrange word or we
can declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information
in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having Theorising Modernity: Reflexivity, Environment & Identity in Giddens' Social
Theory in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can
say that no guide that offer you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve already do that. So , this
is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?
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