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The Languages of Political Islam illuminates the diverse ways in which Islam,
from the time of its arrival in India in the twelfth century through its height as the
ruling theology to its decline, adapted to its new cultural context to become
"Indianized."

Muzaffar Alam shows that the adoption of Arabo-Persian Islam in India changed
the manner in which Islamic rule and governance were conducted. Islamic
regulation and statecraft in a predominately Hindu country required strategic
shifts from the original Islamic injunctions. Islamic principles could not regulate
beliefs in a vast country without accepting cultural limitations and limits on the
exercise of power. As a result of cultural adaptation, Islam was in the end forced
to reinvent its principles for religious rule. Acculturation also forced key Islamic
terms to change so fundamentally that Indian Islam could be said to have
acquired a character substantially different from the Islam practiced outside of
India.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A fascinating window into one of South Asia's most creative historical periods."

(Holly Donahue Virginia Quarterly Review)

"A significant contribution to the understanding of medieval, pre-modern India."
(Muslim World Book Review)

"This work is the single most useful and reliable volume on medieval north Indian cultural history available
today. . . . Alam's book will undoubtedly benefit students of history, literature, and religion."
(Syed Akbar Hyder Journal of Asian Studies)

"Alam works on a large canvas with sweeping brushstrokes, seeking to relate the political theory of Muslim
states in South Asia . . . to the broader sweep of medieval and early modern Islamic thought. . . . Alam has
created a powerful framework for rethinking not only the creation and spread of Mughal political culture but
also its ramifications into the eighteenth century and beyond."
(Robert Travers Eighteenth-Century Studies)

From the Inside Flap

This book shows the ways in which political Islam, from its establishment in medieval north India, adapted
itself to a variety of indigenous contexts and became deeply Indianized.

This process, by which preexistent Arabo-Persian traditions were molded to new Indian contexts, involved
changes in the manner in which Islamic rule was conceived and conducted in the subcontinent. It became
gradually apparent to the conquering Muslim sultans (and Later to their successors, the Mughals), as well as
to medieval thinkers and writers of treatises on Islamic morality, theology, and political doctrine, that the
conduct of Islamic statecraft in a country comprising mostly Hindus entailed shifts in Islam's conceptual and
institutional vocabulary. Islamic rulers could not command a vast country without accepting certain cultural
limitations to the exercise of their power. In this process of acculturation, political Islam in India was forced
to reinvent itself as a doctrine of rule.

From this stemmed a second change: a shift in the meanings of key Islamic terms, especially those pertaining
to statehood, and in relations between rulers and subject populations. Through a close reading of a variety of
texts, Muzaffar Alam shows that the vocabularies in use went through certain changes so fundamental that
the language of Indian Islam became quite different from what was in vogue in contexts outside.

With its profound deployment of primary and secondary sources to study Indo-Muslim statecraft vis-à-vis
Islamic theocratic languages over an eight-hundred-year stretch, this book provides major insights into the
changing nature of political Islam in India.

About the Author



Muzaffar Alam is a professor in the Department of South Asian Languages and the Department of
Civilization and History at the University of Chicago. He is the author of several books and coauthor of,
most recently, A European Experience of the Mughal Orient.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jennifer Frederick:

The event that you get from The Languages of Political Islam: India 1200-1800 could be the more deep you
excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to know but The Languages of Political Islam: India 1200-1800 giving you
enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood
simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. That book also
makes your own vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this specific The Languages of Political
Islam: India 1200-1800 instantly.

April Miller:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Languages of Political Islam: India 1200-1800
as your daily resource information.

Clifford Roselli:

This The Languages of Political Islam: India 1200-1800 is great guide for you because the content and that is
full of information for you who always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This specific
book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can state no rambling sentences within it. So if
you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight
forward sentences but challenging core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The
Languages of Political Islam: India 1200-1800 in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, info in it is
not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer you world within ten or fifteen second right but this e-
book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?

Terrie Newlin:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Languages of Political Islam: India
1200-1800 can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending



your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have
than the others?
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