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Because clothing, food, and shelter are basic human needs, they provide excellent
entries to cultural values and individual aesthetics. Everyone gets dressed every
day, but body art has not received the attention it deserves as the most common
and universal of material expressions of culture. The Grace of Four Moons aims
to document the clothing decisions made by ordinary people in their everyday
lives. Based on fieldwork conducted primarily in the city of Banaras, India,
Pravina Shukla conceptualizes and realizes a total model for the study of body
art—understood as all aesthetic modifications and supplementations to the body.
Shukla urges the study of the entire process of body art, from the assembly of
raw materials and the manufacture of objects, through their sale and the
interactions between merchants and consumers, to the consumer's use of objects
in creating personal decoration.
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Because clothing, food, and shelter are basic human needs, they provide excellent entries to cultural values
and individual aesthetics. Everyone gets dressed every day, but body art has not received the attention it
deserves as the most common and universal of material expressions of culture. The Grace of Four Moons
aims to document the clothing decisions made by ordinary people in their everyday lives. Based on fieldwork
conducted primarily in the city of Banaras, India, Pravina Shukla conceptualizes and realizes a total model
for the study of body art—understood as all aesthetic modifications and supplementations to the body.
Shukla urges the study of the entire process of body art, from the assembly of raw materials and the
manufacture of objects, through their sale and the interactions between merchants and consumers, to the
consumer's use of objects in creating personal decoration.
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Editorial Review

Review

In this unique and fascinating volume, the author calls the realm of her concern 'body art,' which is intended
to denote all aesthetic modifications and supplementations to the body. Using rich firsthand interviews and
information from modern India, folklorist Shukla (Indiana Univ.) traces the art of the body through the
production of saris, bangles, and other goods and commerce and shopping, both of which are the arena of
men. From this point, the author interviews individual women on personal adornment and finishes her study
with a discussion of body art in the life cycle, with particular reference to weddings. For folklorists and
cultural anthropologists, this is a treasure trove of information. For students of religion, it provides the
material reference to the system of beliefs. Summing Up: Highly recommended. All levels/libraries.Choice,
September 2008

(Choice 2008-01-00)

"For folklorists and cultural anthropologists, this is a treasure trove of information. For students of religion, it
provides the material reference to the system of beliefs.... Highly recommended." —Choice, September 2008

(Choice 2008-01-00)

"The Grace of Four Moons provides a wealth of information about clothing and jewelry as an outlet for
women seeking freedom of expression in India, while staying with a traditional framework." —India
Currents Magazine, June 18, 2008

(India Currents Magazine 2008-01-00)

"The book is skillfully organized, written in a clear, jargon-free, unpretentious style... and it is an outstanding
first work by a most promising young scholar." —Charles G Zug III, Journal of Folklore Research, October
15, 2008

(Charles G Zug III Journal of Folklore Research 2008-01-00)

"Pravina Shukla refines folklore scholarship and its study of material culture through her pioneering work on
women and their body art." —William Ferris, co-editor of Encyclopedia of Southern Culture

(William Ferris, co-editor of Encyclopedia of Southern Culture)

"Shukla's book will stand as one of the benchmarks for future material culture scholarship." —Gerald Pocius,
author of A Place to Belong

(Gerald Pocius, author of A Place to Belong)



"Well-researched and well-produced, The Grace of Four Moons is a welcome addition to the scholarly canon
for a wide range of academic as well as more popular objectives." —Western Folklore, 69.1, 2010

(Western Folklore 2010-01-00)

From the Publisher
"Shukla's book will stand as one of the benchmarks for future material culture scholarship." --Gerald Pocius,
author of A Place to Belong

"Pravina Shukla refines folklore scholarship and its study of material culture through her pioneering work on
women and their body art." --William Ferris, co-editor of Encyclopedia of Southern Culture

About the Author

Pravina Shukla is Associate Professor in the Department of Folklore and Ethnomusicology at Indiana
University, where she teaches courses on dress and body art, food, museums, and material culture. She lives
in Bloomington, Indiana.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stephen Thrush:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title The Grace of Four
Moons: Dress, Adornment, and the Art of the Body in Modern India (Material Culture) suitable to you? The
particular book was written by popular writer in this era. Often the book untitled The Grace of Four Moons:
Dress, Adornment, and the Art of the Body in Modern India (Material Culture)is the main one of several
books which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of people in the world. When
you read this reserve you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this book.
This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of
the world in this book.

Bryon Diaz:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get wide
range of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you
try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read is usually The Grace of Four Moons: Dress, Adornment, and the Art of the Body in
Modern India (Material Culture).

Sunny Weaver:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you examine a



book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as
well as soon. The The Grace of Four Moons: Dress, Adornment, and the Art of the Body in Modern India
(Material Culture) provide you with a new experience in examining a book.

Rose Davies:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we
know those books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. With the book The Grace of Four Moons: Dress, Adornment, and the Art of the Body in Modern
India (Material Culture) we can take more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become creative
person must prefer to read a book. Merely choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't
possibly be doubt to change your life with that book The Grace of Four Moons: Dress, Adornment, and the
Art of the Body in Modern India (Material Culture). You can more inviting than now.
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