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The American public has consistently declared itself less concerned with foreign
affairsin the post-Cold War era, even after 9/11, than at any time since World
War Il. How can it be, then, that public attentivenessto U.S. foreign policy crises
has increased? This book represents the first systematic attempt to explain this
apparent paradox. Matthew Baum argues that the answer lies in changes to
television's presentation of political information. In so doing he develops a
compelling "byproduct” theory of information consumption. The information
revolution has fundamentally changed the way the mass media, especially
television, coversforeign policy. Traditional news has been repackaged into
numerous entertai nment-oriented news programs and talk shows. By
transforming political issues involving scandal or violence (especialy attacks
against America) into entertainment, the "soft news' media have actually
captured more viewers who will now follow news about foreign crises, due to its
entertainment value, even if they remain uninterested in foreign policy.

Baum rigoroudly tests his theory through content analyses of traditional and soft
news media coverage of various post-WWII U.S. foreign crises and statistical
analyses of public opinion surveys. The results hold key implications for the
future of American politics and foreign policy. For instance, watching soft news
reinforces isolationism among many inattentive Americans. Scholars, political
analysts, and even politicians have tended to ignore the soft news media and
politically disengaged citizens. But, as this well-written book cogently
demonstrates, soft news viewers represent alargely untapped reservoir of
unusually persuadable voters.
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Soft News Goesto War: Public Opinion and American Foreign Policy in the New Media Age By
Matthew A. Baum

The American public has consistently declared itself less concerned with foreign affairs in the post-Cold War
era, even after 9/11, than at any time since World War 1. How can it be, then, that public attentiveness to
U.S. foreign policy crises has increased? This book represents the first systematic attempt to explain this
apparent paradox. Matthew Baum argues that the answer lies in changes to television's presentation of
political information. In so doing he develops a compelling "byproduct” theory of information consumption.
The information revolution has fundamentally changed the way the mass media, especialy television, covers
foreign policy. Traditional news has been repackaged into numerous entertainment-oriented news programs
and talk shows. By transforming political issues involving scandal or violence (especially attacks against
America) into entertainment, the "soft news' media have actually captured more viewers who will now
follow news about foreign crises, due to its entertainment value, even if they remain uninterested in foreign

policy.

Baum rigoroudly tests his theory through content analyses of traditional and soft news media coverage of
various post-WWII U.S. foreign crises and statistical analyses of public opinion surveys. The results hold
key implications for the future of American politics and foreign policy. For instance, watching soft news
reinforces isolationism among many inattentive Americans. Scholars, political analysts, and even politicians
have tended to ignore the soft news media and politically disengaged citizens. But, as this well-written book
cogently demonstrates, soft news viewers represent alargely untapped reservoir of unusually persuadable
voters.

Soft News Goesto War: Public Opinion and American Foreign Palicy in the New M edia Age By
Matthew A. Baum Bibliography

- Sales Rank: #3114737 in Books

- Brand: Brand: Princeton University Press
- Published on: 2003-11-23

- Original language: English

- Number of items: 1

. Dimensions; 1.09" h x 6.92" w x 9.00" [,
- Binding: Hardcover

- 368 pages



."'. Download Soft News Goes to War: Public Opinion and American ...pdf

@ Read Online Soft News Goes to War: Public Opinion and Americ ...pdf



http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0691115869
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0691115869
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0691115869
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0691115869
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0691115869
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0691115869
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0691115869
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0691115869

Download and Read Free Online Soft News Goesto War: Public Opinion and American Foreign
Palicy in the New Media Age By Matthew A. Baum

Editorial Review

Review
"Baum marshals an impressive body of research datato support histhesis, and he arranges it in ahighly
readable manner."--Choice

"Soft News Goes to War is an important work. Prior to its publication, many researchers had speculated
about the political consegquences of soft news, but none had provided the rigorously derived conclusions that
Baum does. . . . [Readers] will find intriguing and provocative insights to reward them."--Paul R. Brewer,
Perspectives on Political Science

"[Q]ne of the better political communication books of recent years. . . . [T]his book will open the eyes of
scholars and practitioners aike to the new world of public communication. Soft News Goes to War is amust
read for those interested in the media, public opinion, and foreign policy."--Thomas E. Patter son, Palitical
Science Quarterly

"Presenting an important and carefully researched analysis, this timely book documents why political
communication research can no longer ignore entertainment programming as an important source of political
information."--Scott L. Althaus, Harvard I nternational Journal of Press/Politics

"Baum's study of 'soft news is comprehensive. . . . It israre to see a combination of use-, content-, and
effects-based research in a single work, and the author should be applauded for such efforts.”--R. Lance
Holbert, Public Opinion Quarterly

"Baum presents a detail ed theoretical model that serves as afoundation for his study of soft news. It is
important that future research in this area use Baum's model as a foundation from which to bring greater
sophistication (relative to greater complexity) in outlining the processes that generate soft news effects."--R.
Lance Holbert, Public Opinion Quarterly

"Baum sets us off on some productive paths for more research in the area. The book iswell written, cautious,
and generally impressive. | recommend it highly for all students of contemporary political communication
and public opinion."--Susan Herbst, Palitical Communication



From the Inside Flap

"Thisimportant book fillsavoid by focusing on political content in soft news, which most palitical
communication scholars tend to ignore. Its empirically based findings combine content analyses and
audience research, and it contributes to knowledge about the major changes in the media and politics."--
Doris Graber, University of Illinois, Chicago, author of Processing Palitics

"Baum'’s argument that the least politically engaged members of the public are increasingly informed about
foreign policy crises represents an original and interesting contribution to atopic that is of policy aswell as
academic interest. Soft News Goes to War looks at the role of the 'soft media while existing texts do not,
deals with a section of the public that is usually overlooked, presents useful and illuminating hypotheses that
build upon and engage with existing theories, and challenges the conventional wisdom of an unchanging
relationship between the media and the public."--Rhiannon Vickers, University of Sheffield, author of

Mani pulating Hegemony

From the Back Cover

"Thisimportant book fillsavoid by focusing on political content in soft news, which most palitical
communication scholars tend to ignore. Its empirically based findings combine content analyses and
audience research, and it contributes to knowledge about the major changes in the media and politics.”--
Doris Graber, University of Illinois, Chicago, author of Processing Palitics

"Baum's argument that the least politically engaged members of the public are increasingly informed about
foreign policy crises represents an original and interesting contribution to atopic that is of policy aswell as
academic interest. Soft News Goes to War looks at the role of the 'soft media while existing texts do not,
deals with a section of the public that is usually overlooked, presents useful and illuminating hypotheses that
build upon and engage with existing theories, and challenges the conventional wisdom of an unchanging
relationship between the media and the public."--Rhiannon Vickers, University of Sheffield, author of
Manipulating Hegemony

Users Review
From reader reviews:
James Brecht:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for usto
learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like reading a
book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably
you will want this Soft News Goes to War: Public Opinion and American Foreign Policy in the New Media
Age.



VernieRuiz:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the erawhich can be always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading books. It is agood choice for yourself but the problems
coming to aperson isyou don't know what one you should start with. This Soft News Goes to War: Public
Opinion and American Foreign Policy in the New Media Age is our recommendation so you keep up with
the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Peter Burnett:

Reading a publication can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are alot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you alot of
new information. When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of
numerous ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to
definitely imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to
others. When you read this Soft News Goes to War: Public Opinion and American Foreign Policy in the New
Media Age, you could tells your family, friends along with soon about yours reserve. Y our knowledge can
inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Donald Vermillion:

Baook is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. Aswe
know those guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could aso bring us to
around the world. Through the book Soft News Goes to War: Public Opinion and American Foreign Policy
in the New Media Age we can have more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? Being creative person
must want to read a book. Just choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt
to change your life with this book Soft News Goes to War: Public Opinion and American Foreign Policy in
the New Media Age. Y ou can more pleasing than now.
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