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The Indian subcontinent was the scene of dramatic upheavals a few thousand
years ago. The Northwest region entered an arid phase, and erosion coupled with
tectonic events played havoc with river courses. One of them disappeared.
Celebrated as Sarasvati in the Rig Veda and the Mahabharata, this river was
rediscovered in the early nineteenth century through topographic explorations by
British officials. Recently, geological and climatological studies have probed its
evolution and disappearance, while satellite imagery has traced the river s buried
courses and isotope analyses have dated ancient waters still stored under the Thar
Desert. In the same Northwest, the subcontinent sfirst urban society the Indus
civilization flourished and declined. But it was not watered by the Indus alone:
since Aurel Stein s expedition in the 1940s, hundreds of Harappan sites have
been identified in the now dry Sarasvati s basin. The rich Harappan legacy in
technologies, arts and culture sowed the seeds of Indian civilization as we know
it now. Drawing from recent research in awide range of disciplines, this book
discusses differing viewpoints and proposes a harmonious synthesis a fascinating
tale of exploration that bringsto life the vital role the lost river of the Indian
desert played before its waters gurgled to a stop.
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The Indian subcontinent was the scene of dramatic upheavals a few thousand years ago. The Northwest
region entered an arid phase, and erosion coupled with tectonic events played havoc with river courses. One
of them disappeared. Celebrated as Sarasvati in the Rig Veda and the Mahabharata, thisriver was
rediscovered in the early nineteenth century through topographic explorations by British officials. Recently,
geological and climatological studies have probed its evolution and disappearance, while satellite imagery
has traced the river s buried courses and isotope analyses have dated ancient waters still stored under the
Thar Desert. In the same Northwest, the subcontinent sfirst urban society the Indus civilization flourished
and declined. But it was not watered by the Indus alone: since Aurel Stein s expedition in the 1940s,
hundreds of Harappan sites have been identified in the now dry Sarasvati s basin. The rich Harappan legacy
in technologies, arts and culture sowed the seeds of Indian civilization as we know it now. Drawing from
recent research in awide range of disciplines, this book discusses differing viewpoints and proposes a
harmonious synthesis a fascinating tale of exploration that bringsto life the vital role the lost river of the
Indian desert played before its waters gurgled to a stop.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Bornin Francein 1956, Michel Danino has lived in India since the age of twenty-one, studying Indian
civilization and culture. He has authored books in French and English, lectured widely and contributed
studies to aspects of Indian archaeology. In the 1980s and 1990s, Michel Danino worked for the protection of
aSholaforest in the Nilgiris, and this has led to the creation of Tamil Nadu sfirst joint forest management

group.
Users Review
From reader reviews:
Stan Whitley:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Lost River: On The Trail of the Sarasvati. Y ou can
choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how isimportant any book
Lost River: On The Trail of the Sarasvati. Y ou can add know-how and of course you can around the world
by just abook. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can learn everything! From your country
until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In
this era, you can open a book or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. Y ou may use it
when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Jessica Garcia:

Book isto be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. Aswe
know that book is very important for people. The book Lost River: On The Trail of the Sarasvati was making
you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what
advantages for you. The publication Lost River: On The Trail of the Sarasvati is not only giving you far
more new information but also to be your friend when you sense bored. Y ou can spend your spend time to
read your guide. Try to make relationship together with the book Lost River: On The Trail of the Sarasvati.
You never really feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Robert Thomas:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friendsis thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you aready been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Lost River: On The Trail of the
Sarasvati, you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still need to missit? What kind of hang
typeisit? Oh can happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on itsidentified as reading
friends.



Paul Steinbach:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Lost River: On The Trail of the
Sarasvati that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading habit all over
the world can be said as the way for people to know world much better then how they react when it comesto
the world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky individual but for all of you
who wants to be success person. So , for al of you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you
can pick Lost River: On The Trail of the Sarasvati become your personal starter.
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