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In the Pacific there is an island that looks like a big fish sunning itself in the
sea.  Around it, blue dolphins swim, otters play, and sea elephants and sea birds
abound.  Once, Indians also lived on the island.  And when they left and sailed to
the east, one young girl was left behind.

This is the story of Karana, the Indian girl who lived alone for years on the Island
of the Blue Dolphins.  Year after year, she watched one season pass into another
and waited for a ship to take her away.  But while she waited, she kept herself
alive by building a shelter, making weapons, finding food, and fighting her
enemies, the wild dogs.  It is not only an unusual adventure of survival, but also a
tale of natural beauty and personal discovery.

From the Paperback edition.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Scott O'Dell won the Newbery Medal for Island of the Blue Dolphins in 1961, and in 1976 the Children's
Literature Association named this riveting story one of the 10 best American children's books of the past 200
years. O'Dell was inspired by the real-life story of a 12-year-old American Indian girl, Karana. The author
based his book on the life of this remarkable young woman who, during the evacuation of Ghalas-at (an
island off the coast of California), jumped ship to stay with her young brother who had been abandoned on
the island. He died shortly thereafter, and Karana fended for herself on the island for 18 years.

O'Dell tells the miraculous story of how Karana forages on land and in the ocean, clothes herself (in a green-
cormorant skirt and an otter cape on special occasions), and secures shelter. Perhaps even more startlingly,
she finds strength and serenity living alone on the island. This beautiful edition of Island of the Blue
Dolphins is enriched with 12 full-page watercolor paintings by Ted Lewin, illustrator of more than 100
children's books, including Ali, Child of the Desert. A gripping story of battling wild dogs and sea elephants,
this simply told, suspenseful tale of survival is also an uplifting adventure of the spirit. (Ages 9 to 12)

Review

"A haunting and unusual story based on the fact that in the early 1800s an Indian girl spent eighteen years
alone on a rocky island far off the coast of California . . . A quiet acceptance of fate characterizes her
ordeal." School Library Journal, Starred

"O'Dell tells the miraculous story of how Karana forages on land and in the ocean, clothes herself (in a
green-cormorant skirt and an otter cape on special occasions), and secures shelter. Perhaps even more
startlingly, she finds strength and serenity living alone on the island. This beautiful edition of Island of the
Blue Dolphins is enriched with 12 full-page watercolor paintings by Ted Lewin, illustrator of more than 100
children's books, including Ali, Child of the Desert. A gripping story of battling wild dogs and sea elephants,
this simply told, suspenseful tale of survival is also an uplifting adventure of the spirit." Amazon.com

From the Publisher
In the Pacific there is an island that looks like a big fish sunning itself in the sea. Around it, blue dolphins
swim, otters play, and sea elephants and sea birds abound. once, Indians also lived on the island. And when
they left and sailed to the east, one young girl was left behind.

This is the story of Karana, the Indian girl who lived alone for years on the Island of the Blue Dolphins. Year
after year, she watched one season pass into another and waited for a ship to take her away. But while she
waited, she kept herself alive by building shelter, making weapons, finding food, and fighting her enemies,
the wild dogs. It is not only an unusual adventure of survival, but also a tale of natural beauty and personal
discovery.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Susan Metcalf:

Here thing why this particular Island of the Blue Dolphins are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of



all examining a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is as
delightful as food or not. Island of the Blue Dolphins giving you information deeper including different
ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no guide that similar with Island of the Blue Dolphins. It
gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing which happened in the
world which is probably can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in recreation
area, café, or even in your approach home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book
maybe the form of Island of the Blue Dolphins in e-book can be your option.

Joe Bell:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite from that.
A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Island of the Blue Dolphins, you can enjoy both. It is
good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind
hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

John Keys:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book
that recommended to you is Island of the Blue Dolphins this publication consist a lot of the information on
the condition of this world now. This book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The
vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some analysis
when he makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all of you.

Bessie Starns:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Island of the Blue Dolphins can be the
reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra time by reading in
this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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