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In the raucous decade following World War I, newly blurred boundaries between
male and female created fears among the French that theirs was becoming a
civilization without sexes. This new gender confusion became a central metaphor
for the War's impact on French culture and led to a marked increase in public
debate concerning female identity and woman's proper role. Mary Louise Roberts
examines how in these debates French society came to grips with the catastrophic
horrors of the Great War.

In sources as diverse as parliamentary records, newspaper articles, novels,
medical texts, writings on sexology, and vocational literature, Roberts discovers
a central question: how to come to terms with rapid economic, social, and
cultural change and articulate a new order of social relationships. She examines
the role of French trauma concerning the War in legislative efforts to ban
propaganda for abortion and contraception, and explains anxieties about the
decline of maternity by a crisis in gender relations that linked soldiery, virility,
and paternity.

Through these debates, Roberts locates the seeds of actual change. She shows
how the willingness to entertain, or simply the need to condemn, nontraditional
gender roles created an indecisiveness over female identity that ultimately
subverted even the most conservative efforts to return to traditional gender roles
and irrevocably altered the social organization of gender in postwar France.
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In the raucous decade following World War I, newly blurred boundaries between male and female created
fears among the French that theirs was becoming a civilization without sexes. This new gender confusion
became a central metaphor for the War's impact on French culture and led to a marked increase in public
debate concerning female identity and woman's proper role. Mary Louise Roberts examines how in these
debates French society came to grips with the catastrophic horrors of the Great War.

In sources as diverse as parliamentary records, newspaper articles, novels, medical texts, writings on
sexology, and vocational literature, Roberts discovers a central question: how to come to terms with rapid
economic, social, and cultural change and articulate a new order of social relationships. She examines the
role of French trauma concerning the War in legislative efforts to ban propaganda for abortion and
contraception, and explains anxieties about the decline of maternity by a crisis in gender relations that linked
soldiery, virility, and paternity.

Through these debates, Roberts locates the seeds of actual change. She shows how the willingness to
entertain, or simply the need to condemn, nontraditional gender roles created an indecisiveness over female
identity that ultimately subverted even the most conservative efforts to return to traditional gender roles and
irrevocably altered the social organization of gender in postwar France.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Mary Louise Roberts is associate professor of history at Stanford University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gustavo Cyr:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to make
them keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will certainly
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Civilization without Sexes: Reconstructing
Gender in Postwar France, 1917-1927 (Women in Culture and Society) is our recommendation to make you
keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Lee Long:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book
that recommended to you is Civilization without Sexes: Reconstructing Gender in Postwar France, 1917-
1927 (Women in Culture and Society) this e-book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this
world now. This kind of book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles
that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some exploration when he makes
this book. That's why this book suited all of you.

George Medrano:

You can obtain this Civilization without Sexes: Reconstructing Gender in Postwar France, 1917-1927
(Women in Culture and Society) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could
possibly to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are
various. Not only by means of written or printed and also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the
modern era including now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem.
Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to
arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.



Donna Graham:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on
this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Civilization without Sexes: Reconstructing Gender in Postwar France, 1917-1927
(Women in Culture and Society) can make you feel more interested to read.

Download and Read Online Civilization without Sexes:
Reconstructing Gender in Postwar France, 1917-1927 (Women in
Culture and Society) By Mary Louise Roberts #P3OT9X54IUV



Read Civilization without Sexes: Reconstructing Gender in Postwar
France, 1917-1927 (Women in Culture and Society) By Mary Louise
Roberts for online ebook

Civilization without Sexes: Reconstructing Gender in Postwar France, 1917-1927 (Women in Culture and
Society) By Mary Louise Roberts Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read,
cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read
online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read Civilization without
Sexes: Reconstructing Gender in Postwar France, 1917-1927 (Women in Culture and Society) By Mary
Louise Roberts books to read online.

Online Civilization without Sexes: Reconstructing Gender in Postwar France, 1917-
1927 (Women in Culture and Society) By Mary Louise Roberts ebook PDF download

Civilization without Sexes: Reconstructing Gender in Postwar France, 1917-1927 (Women in Culture
and Society) By Mary Louise Roberts Doc

Civilization without Sexes: Reconstructing Gender in Postwar France, 1917-1927 (Women in Culture and Society) By Mary
Louise Roberts Mobipocket

Civilization without Sexes: Reconstructing Gender in Postwar France, 1917-1927 (Women in Culture and Society) By Mary
Louise Roberts EPub


