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Auto Focus features a dazzling array of self-portraits by seventy-five of the
world' s foremost contemporary photographers. Photography writer and curator
Susan Bright provides a clear guide through this significant and dynamic genre,
showing how issues of identity—whether national, sexual, racial, personal, or
artistic—are key to understanding the work of many of today’s leading
photographers.

Thislavishly illustrated, accessible survey is organized into five thematic
chapters: diaristic and autobiographical images; pictures of the body; the use of
masks and masquerade; the return to studio portraiture and the photographic
abum; and performance, both public and private. An informative illustrated
introduction explains the history of the photographic self-portrait from the 1840s
to the late twentieth century, providing an invaluable context for the recent surge
in artists' images of themselves.

From intimate images of introspection and those that consciously challenge
notions of ethnicity and sexuality to dramatic, stylized photographs of dreamlike
scenarios, Auto Focus shows how one of the longest-established artistic genres
continues to fascinate artists today.
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Auto Focus features a dazzling array of self-portraits by seventy-five of the world’ s foremost contemporary
photographers. Photography writer and curator Susan Bright provides a clear guide through this significant
and dynamic genre, showing how issues of identity—whether national, sexual, racial, personal, or
artistic—are key to understanding the work of many of today’ s leading photographers.

This lavishly illustrated, accessible survey is organized into five thematic chapters: diaristic and
autobiographical images; pictures of the body; the use of masks and masguerade; the return to studio
portraiture and the photographic album; and performance, both public and private. An informative illustrated
introduction explains the history of the photographic self-portrait from the 1840s to the late twentieth
century, providing an invaluable context for the recent surgein artists’ images of themselves.

From intimate images of introspection and those that consciously challenge notions of ethnicity and sexuality
to dramatic, stylized photographs of dreamlike scenarios, Auto Focus shows how one of the longest-
established artistic genres continues to fascinate artists today.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Susan Bright is acurator and writer. She has contributed to numerous publications and is the author of Art
Photography Now. In addition to organizing international conferences and seminars on art and photography,
she was formerly assistant curator of photographs at the National Portrait Gallery in London, curator at the
Association of Photographers, and served as acting director for the MA Photography (Historic and
Contemporary) program at Sotheby’s Institute of Art, London. Bright's previous exhibitions and catalogs
include Something Out of Nothing, How We Are: Photographing Britain, and Face of Fashion. She currently
lives and works in New Y ork, where she is afaculty member at the School of Visua Arts.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jenni Roberts:

In other case, little persons like to read book Auto Focus: The Self-Portrait in Contemporary Photography.

Y ou can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about how isimportant a book
Auto Focus: The Self-Portrait in Contemporary Photography. Y ou can add understanding and of course you
can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize everything! From
your country until finally foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple matter until wonderful
thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by internet device. Itis
called e-book. Y ou need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

M odesto Delar osa;

Reading a publication can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are alot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you alot of
new facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you examining a book especialy fictional works book the author will bring you to
definitely imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge
to some others. When you read this Auto Focus: The Self-Portrait in Contemporary Photography, you could
tells your family, friends and soon about yours book. Y our knowledge can inspire average, make them
reading a guide.

Tanya McNeil:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic asin the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be Auto Focus: The Self-Portrait in Contemporary Photography



why because the amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint anyone.
Theinside or content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly
make suggestions to pick up this book.

Jennifer Smith:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. Y ou can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching fromit. It is named
of book Auto Focus: The Self-Portrait in Contemporary Photography. Y ou can add your knowledge by it.
Without departing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make a person happier to
read. It ismost crucia that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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