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From World War | to Operation Desert Storm, American policymakers have
repeatedly invoked the "lessons of history" asthey contemplated taking their
nation to war. Do these historical analogies actually shape policy, or are they
primarily tools of political justification? Y uen Foong Khong argues that leaders
use analogies not merely to justify policies but also to perform specific cognitive
and information-processing tasks essential to political decision-making. Khong
identifies what these tasks are and shows how they can be used to explain the
U.S. decision to intervene in Vietnam. Relying on interviews with senior officials
and on recently declassified documents, the author demonstrates with a precision
not attained by previous studies that the three most important anal ogies of the
Vietnam era--Korea, Munich, and Dien Bien Phu--can account for America’s
Vietnam choices. A special contribution isthe author's use of cognitive social
psychology to support his argument about how humans analogize and to explain
why policymakers often use analogies poorly.
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From World War | to Operation Desert Storm, American policymakers have repeatedly invoked the "lessons
of history" asthey contemplated taking their nation to war. Do these historical analogies actually shape
policy, or are they primarily tools of political justification? Y uen Foong Khong argues that leaders use
analogies not merely to justify policies but also to perform specific cognitive and information-processing
tasks essential to political decision-making. Khong identifies what these tasks are and shows how they can be
used to explain the U.S. decision to intervene in Vietnam. Relying on interviews with senior officials and on
recently declassified documents, the author demonstrates with a precision not attained by previous studies
that the three most important analogies of the Vietnam era--Korea, Munich, and Dien Bien Phu--can account
for America's Vietnam choices. A specia contribution is the author's use of cognitive social psychology to
support his argument about how humans anal ogize and to explain why policymakers often use analogies
poorly.
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Editorial Review

Review
One of Choice's Outstanding Academic Titlesfor 1993

"Khong's interviews and newly declassified documents make a compelling case the American decision-
makers in 1965 used historical analogies not only to justify decisions but to make them, most notably in the
process of rejecting options."--Foreign Affairs

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Karen Ruiz:

This Analogies at War: Korea, Munich, Dien Bien Phu, and the Vietnam Decisions of 1965 book is just not
ordinary book, you have it then the world isin your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is
actually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person
read alot of information you will get. This particular Analogies at War: Korea, Munich, Dien Bien Phu, and
the Vietnam Decisions of 1965 without we know teach the one who looking at it become critical in
imagining and analyzing. Don't be worry Analogies at War: Korea, Munich, Dien Bien Phu, and the Vietnam
Decisions of 1965 can bring any time you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves come to be
full because you can haveit in your lovely laptop even telephone. This Analogies at War: Korea, Munich,
Dien Bien Phu, and the Vietnam Decisions of 1965 having excellent arrangement in word as well as layout,
so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Lena Drew:

The event that you get from Analogies at War: Korea, Munich, Dien Bien Phu, and the Vietham Decisions of
1965 will be the more deep you looking the information that hide within the words the more you get serious
about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Analogies at War: Korea, Munich,
Dien Bien Phu, and the Vietham Decisions of 1965 giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article
writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by simply anyone who read that because
the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own vocabulary increase
well. So it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
advise you for having thiskind of Analogiesat War: Korea, Munich, Dien Bien Phu, and the Vietnam
Decisions of 1965 instantly.

Johnnie Colby:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Analogies at War: Korea, Munich,
Dien Bien Phu, and the Vietnam Decisions of 1965 that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied



simply by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know
world better then how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit only for the geeky
man but for all of you who wants to be success person. So, for all of you who want to start studying as your
good habit, you may pick Analogies at War: Korea, Munich, Dien Bien Phu, and the Vietnam Decisions of
1965 become your starter.

Scott Bush:

Isit you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Analogies at War: Korea, Munich,
Dien Bien Phu, and the Vietnam Decisions of 1965 can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know.
Y ou are therefore out of date, spending your extratime by reading in this brand new erais common not a
nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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