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For the Swiss-born architect and city planner Le Corbusier (Charles-Édouard
Jeanneret, 1887–1965), architecture constituted a noble art, an exalted calling in
which the architect combined plastic invention, intellectual speculation, and
higher mathematics to go beyond mere utilitarian needs, beyond "style," to
achieve a pure creation of the spirit which established "emotional relationships
by means of raw materials."
The first major exposition of his ideas appeared in Vers une Architecture (1923),
a compilation of articles originally written by Le Corbusier for his own avant-
garde magazine, L'Esprit Nouveau. The present volume is an unabridged English
translation of the 13th French edition of that historic manifesto, in which Le
Corbusier expounded his technical and aesthetic theories, views on industry,
economics, relation of form to function, the "mass-production spirit," and much
else. A principal prophet of the "modern" movement in architecture, and a near-
legendary figure of the "International School," he designed some of the twentieth
century's most memorable buildings: Chapel at Ronchamp; Swiss dormitory at
the Cité Universitaire, Paris; Unité d'Habitation, Marseilles; and many more.
Le Corbusier brought great passion and intelligence to these essays, which
present his ideas in a concise, pithy style, studded with epigrammatic, often
provocative, observations: "American engineers overwhelm with their
calculations our expiring architecture." "Architecture is stifled by custom. It is
the only profession in which progress is not considered necessary." "A cathedral
is not very beautiful . . ." and "Rome is the damnation of the half-educated. To
send architectural students to Rome is to cripple them for life."
Profusely illustrated with over 200 line drawings and photographs of his own
works and other structures he considered important, Towards a New Architecture
is indispensable reading for architects, city planners, and cultural historians?but
will intrigue anyone fascinated by the wide-ranging ideas, unvarnished opinions,
and innovative theories of one of this century's master builders.
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For the Swiss-born architect and city planner Le Corbusier (Charles-Édouard Jeanneret, 1887–1965),
architecture constituted a noble art, an exalted calling in which the architect combined plastic invention,
intellectual speculation, and higher mathematics to go beyond mere utilitarian needs, beyond "style," to
achieve a pure creation of the spirit which established "emotional relationships by means of raw materials."
The first major exposition of his ideas appeared in Vers une Architecture (1923), a compilation of articles
originally written by Le Corbusier for his own avant-garde magazine, L'Esprit Nouveau. The present volume
is an unabridged English translation of the 13th French edition of that historic manifesto, in which Le
Corbusier expounded his technical and aesthetic theories, views on industry, economics, relation of form to
function, the "mass-production spirit," and much else. A principal prophet of the "modern" movement in
architecture, and a near-legendary figure of the "International School," he designed some of the twentieth
century's most memorable buildings: Chapel at Ronchamp; Swiss dormitory at the Cité Universitaire, Paris;
Unité d'Habitation, Marseilles; and many more.
Le Corbusier brought great passion and intelligence to these essays, which present his ideas in a concise,
pithy style, studded with epigrammatic, often provocative, observations: "American engineers overwhelm
with their calculations our expiring architecture." "Architecture is stifled by custom. It is the only profession
in which progress is not considered necessary." "A cathedral is not very beautiful . . ." and "Rome is the
damnation of the half-educated. To send architectural students to Rome is to cripple them for life."
Profusely illustrated with over 200 line drawings and photographs of his own works and other structures he
considered important, Towards a New Architecture is indispensable reading for architects, city planners, and
cultural historians?but will intrigue anyone fascinated by the wide-ranging ideas, unvarnished opinions, and
innovative theories of one of this century's master builders.
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Editorial Review

Review
'The only piece of architectural writing that will be classed among the essential literature of the 20th century.'
Reyner Banham

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brian Dunlap:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be Towards a New Architecture (Dover Architecture) why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you
actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
show you to pick up this book.

Kenneth Roberts:

You can spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Towards a New Architecture (Dover
Architecture) is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not
possess much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you much easier
to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when you buy this book.

David Boggs:

Beside this Towards a New Architecture (Dover Architecture) in your phone, it could possibly give you a
way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you are going to
got here is fresh in the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow village.
It is good thing to have Towards a New Architecture (Dover Architecture) because this book offers for you
readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that
would not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable,
including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book in addition to
read it from now!

Robert Rascoe:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or



just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Towards a New Architecture (Dover
Architecture) can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of
date, spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these textbooks have than the others?
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