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Perhaps no drama catches the interest of the American public more than a
spectacular trial. Even though the reporting of a crime may quickly diminish in
news value, the trial lingers while drama builds. Although this has become
seemingly more pronounced in recent years with the popularity of televised trials,
public interest in criminal trials was just as high in 1735 when John Peter Zenger
defended his right to free speech, or in 1893 when Lizzie Borden was tried for
the murder of her father and stepmother. This book tells the stories of sixteen
significant trials in American history and their media coverage, from the Zenger
trial in 1735 to the O. J. Simpson trial in 1995. Each chapter relates the history of
events leading up to the trial, the people involved, and how the crimes and
subsequent trials were reported.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Readers in search of diversion will find concise accounts of arresting cases. Some chapters might jump-start
undergraduate papers about trials and alert students to "trials of the century" that involved defendants who
played neither football nor the saxophone. The average college student could learn about the Scottsboro
Boys, Alger Hiss, Julius and Ethel Rosenberg, the Chicago Seven, or the Haymarket Riot. Each case has
inspired a substantial literature to which the capsules in this volume might direct students....The greatest
virtue of this assortment may be its journalistic bent."-The Law and Politics Book Review

"The book is a solid historical collection for professional journalists, media managers, and most especially,
students of journalism history."-Journalism History

?The book is a solid historical collection for professional journalists, media managers, and most especially,
students of journalism history.?-Journalism History

?Collectively, these authors have produced a new volume that contributes to the literature in the field and
adds to the conversation about the influence of the news media on public perceptions of crimes and
trials....[I]t is a useful reference and would be a good "reader" in appropraite courses.?-Journalism & Mass
Communication Quarterly
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Communication Quarterly

About the Author

LLOYD CHIASSON JR. is Professor of Mass Communications at Nicholls State University. He is editor of
The Press in Times of Crisis (Greenwood, 1995).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Townsend:

The reserve untitled The Press on Trial: Crimes and Trials as Media Events (Contributions to the Study of
Mass Media and Communications) is the reserve that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality



of the e-book content that will be shown to you. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are
easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, therefore the
information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of The Press on
Trial: Crimes and Trials as Media Events (Contributions to the Study of Mass Media and Communications)
from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Luisa Johnson:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get lot of
stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you got when
the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read is definitely The Press
on Trial: Crimes and Trials as Media Events (Contributions to the Study of Mass Media and
Communications).

Sheila Kilburn:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
guide that need more time to be learn. The Press on Trial: Crimes and Trials as Media Events (Contributions
to the Study of Mass Media and Communications) can be your answer given it can be read by you who have
those short time problems.

Heather Robertson:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book The Press on Trial: Crimes and
Trials as Media Events (Contributions to the Study of Mass Media and Communications) to make your
personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you such as
reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the sensation about book and
reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to start a book and go through it.
Beside that the guide The Press on Trial: Crimes and Trials as Media Events (Contributions to the Study of
Mass Media and Communications) can to be your brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in
doing what must you're doing of their time.
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