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To his legions of fans, Charles Bukowski was—and remains—the quintessential
counterculture icon. A hard-drinking wild man of literature and a stubborn
outsider to the poetry world, he wrote unflinchingly about booze, work, and
women, in raw, street-tough poems whose truth has struck a chord with
generations of readers.

Edited by John Martin, the legendary publisher of Black Sparrow Press and a
close friend of Bukowski's, The Pleasures of the Damned is a selection of the
best works from Bukowski's long poetic career, including the last of his never-
before-collected poems. Celebrating the full range of the poet's extra-ordinary
and surprising sensibility, and his uncompromising linguistic brilliance, these
poems cover a rich lifetime of experiences and speak to Bukowski's "immense
intelligence, the caring heart that saw through the sham of our pretenses and had
pity on our human condition" (The New York Quarterly). The Pleasures of the
Damned is an astonishing poetic treasure trove, essential reading for both
longtime fans and those just discovering this unique and legendary American
voice.
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To his legions of fans, Charles Bukowski was—and remains—the quintessential counterculture icon. A
hard-drinking wild man of literature and a stubborn outsider to the poetry world, he wrote unflinchingly
about booze, work, and women, in raw, street-tough poems whose truth has struck a chord with generations
of readers.

Edited by John Martin, the legendary publisher of Black Sparrow Press and a close friend of Bukowski's,
The Pleasures of the Damned is a selection of the best works from Bukowski's long poetic career, including
the last of his never-before-collected poems. Celebrating the full range of the poet's extra-ordinary and
surprising sensibility, and his uncompromising linguistic brilliance, these poems cover a rich lifetime of
experiences and speak to Bukowski's "immense intelligence, the caring heart that saw through the sham of
our pretenses and had pity on our human condition" (The New York Quarterly). The Pleasures of the
Damned is an astonishing poetic treasure trove, essential reading for both longtime fans and those just
discovering this unique and legendary American voice.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. Bukowski's chatty free verse (and fiction) about disappointment, drunkenness, racetracks,
flophouses, lust, sexual failure, poverty and late-life success amassed an enormous following by the time of
his death at age 73 in 1994. Billed as the last book with new Bukowski poems in it, this hefty collection also
culls from his prior books, and it is all of a piece: the warnings about lost potency, the ironic takes on
ailments of mind and body, the comradeship with everyone down at the heels, down on his luck, or down to
his last shot of booze. Bukowski's best poems have an exaggerated, B-movie black-and-white aura about
them. One new poem warns that/ nothing is wasted:/ either that/ or/ it all is. In another, hell is only what we/
create,/ smoking these cigarettes,/ waiting here,/ wondering here. Near the front of the volume comes a page-
and-a-half-long verse manifesto, a poem is a city, that might describe what Bukowski could do: a poem is a
city filled with streets and sewers, it begins, filled with saints, heroes, beggars, madmen... banality and
booze, and yet a poem is the world. (Nov.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
“This long and well-edited collection is likely to stand as the definitive volume of Bukowski’s poems.” (New
York Times Book Review)

About the Author

Charles Bukowski is one of America’s best-known contemporary writers of poetry and prose and, many
would claim, its most influential and imitated poet. He was born in 1920 in Andernach, Germany, to an
American soldier father and a German mother, and brought to the United States at the age of two. He was
raised in Los Angeles and lived there for over fifty years. He died in San Pedro, California, on March 9,
1994, at the age of seventy-three, shortly after completing his last novel, Pulp.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Hatch:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time? What
did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question since just their can do
that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on pre-
school until university need this specific The Pleasures of the Damned: Poems, 1951-1993 to read.

Beatrice Raybon:

The guide with title The Pleasures of the Damned: Poems, 1951-1993 has a lot of information that you can



discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. That book exist new understanding the information
that exist in this book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to be aware
of how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you throughout new era of the
syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Larry Mason:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Pleasures of the Damned: Poems, 1951-
1993 can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your
free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have
than the others?

April Cotton:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may have
it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. That The Pleasures of the Damned: Poems, 1951-1993 can
give you a lot of pals because by you investigating this one book you have thing that they don't and make
you more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide
offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than additional make you to
be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Pleasures of the Damned: Poems, 1951-1993.
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