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From Atlantis to Xanadu and beyond, this Baedeker of make-believe takes
readers on a tour of more than 1,200 realms invented by storytellers from
Homer's day to our own. Here you will find Shangri-La and El Dorado; Utopia
and Middle Earth; Wonderland and Freedonia. Here too are Jurassic Park,
Salman Rushdie's Sea of Stories, and the fabulous world of Harry Potter. The
history and behavior of the inhabitants of these lands are described in loving
detail, and are supplemented by more than 200 maps and illustrations that depict
the lay of the land in a host of elsewheres. A must-have for the library of every
dedicated reader, fantasy fan, or passionate browser, Dictionary is a witty and
acute guide for any armchair traveler's journey into the landscape of the
imagination.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
The Dictionary of Imaginary Places is best described as a guidebook of the make-believe. A good way to
understand what Alberto Manguel and Gianni Guadalupi set out to do with their book is to imagine that you
want to travel to a place like Oz, as in The Wizard of. What you remember from watching the classic movie
and what you would want to know as a traveler are two very distinct things. What you'll earn in this book is
that Oz is a large rectangular country where everyone works half the time and plays half the time, one that is
divided into four smaller countries: Munchkin Country, Winkie Country, Quadling Country, and Gillikin
Country. Flip through more of the book's alphabetized listings and you'll discover Fuddlecumjig, a town in
Oz's Quadling Country whose inhabitants, the Fuddles, are among the most curious people in Oz. The main
peculiarity is that they are made of many pieces, rather like jigsaw puzzles, and literally fall apart when
strangers approach, and have to be reassembled with skill and patience. A travel tip for readers with vivid
imaginations: put Fuddlecumjig's cook together first if you want a meal. And so go the descriptions of more
than 1,200 worlds invented by storytellers throughout history, from Homer's Wandering Rocks in the
Odyssey to Michael Crichton's Jurassic Park. But there's more here than just the worlds of literature and film.
You can learn more about John Lennon's Nutopia from his album Mind Games. Nutopia is a country with no
land, no boundaries, no passports, and no laws other than cosmic laws. And the Beatles' Pepperland from
Yellow Submarine is described as a country 18,000 leagues beneath the Sea of Green, where inhabitants
dress in bright colors and rainbows are frequent. Written with rich descriptions that bring places to life, The
Dictionary of Imaginary Places is a wonderful, magical reference book perfect for fiction lovers. --John
Russell

From Library Journal
Since the publication of the first Dictionary in 1980, Manguel (A History of Reading) and Guadalupi, a
translator and editor, have accepted suggestions from readers and continued their own research. The result is
this updated version--a book that includes imaginary terrains from ancient Greece to Harry Potter's
Hogwarts. The authors have set a few limitations for inclusion: "no heavens or hells, no places in the future,
none outside the planet Earth, no pseudonymous places such as Wessex or Manawaka." Even with those
seemingly extensive restrictions, however, the dictionary runs over 700 pages. Each place is described in
detail as if it physically existed outside the reader's imagination. Entries are cross-referenced and See
references are provided, as well as illustrations and maps that are difficult to locate elsewhere. A valuable
reference source to accompany fiction collections, this new edition is recommended for all school, public,
and academic libraries.
-Katherine K. Koenig, Ellis Sch., Pittsburgh
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
When the first edition of The Dictionary of Imaginary Places debuted in 1980 (followed by an expanded
paperback edition in 1987), it aimed to offer a balance between the practical and the fantastic by using the
form of "a nineteenth-century gazetteer." The sense of reality was heightened by illustrations and maps. Now
in this newly updated and expanded volume, the same editors have created a "travel" guide to more than
1,200 realms from books and films, with new entries for Hogwarts and Jurassic Park, among other places.

Entries are arranged alphabetically and vary in length from a paragraph or two to several pages for such
destinations as Islandia, Middle-Earth, and Utopia. They offer description, history, and travel tips. Source

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


notes at the conclusion of each entry provide author, work, and date of publication. Authors range from
fiction writers to essayists, playwrights, film directors, and composers. The index lists places alphabetically
under author and cross-references titles to authors. In the index, titles are listed in the original language
followed by an English translation in brackets, with the English translation also listed separately.

This guide to "places that never were" delights through the different examples of the fantastic and imaginary,
some familiar, such as Narnia and Oz, and others more obscure, such as Carl Sandburg's Palace of Paper
Sacks, from Rootabaga Stories, and Margaret Atwood's Realm of the Jaguar Throne, from Murder in the
Dark. Besides being fun to browse, the book provides serious support for literature collections. Libraries that
have found the previous editions useful will want this update.
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Barbara Harp:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right
now, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded
place and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the
idea for a while is reading. Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to
endure than other is high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific The
Dictionary of Imaginary Places: The Newly Updated and Expanded Classic book as basic and daily reading
publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Laura Crabtree:

Typically the book The Dictionary of Imaginary Places: The Newly Updated and Expanded Classic has a lot
of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by
the very famous author. Tom makes some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy
to read you can find the point easily after perusing this book.

Daniel Scholz:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
wide range of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read will be The Dictionary of Imaginary Places: The Newly Updated and Expanded Classic.

Pearl Miller:

The Dictionary of Imaginary Places: The Newly Updated and Expanded Classic can be one of your basic



books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing The Dictionary of Imaginary Places: The Newly Updated and Expanded Classic but
doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource info that maybe
you can be one of it. This great information could drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.
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